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AN URGENT Appeal For JUMBO !!!!!

From the Jumbo Creek Conservation Society

"Section 15 of Bill 11 allows for the Cabinet to unilaterally
decide on the future of the Jumbo valley. The development
could go ahead through the designation of a resort region
which removes the decision-making from the Regional
District"

Campbell Liberals attempt end-run around local
government: Jumbo MEDIA RELEASE Norm
Macdonald MLA, Columbia River Revelstokd,ar ch 16, 2007
Presented in the innocuously named Community 8esvi
Statutes Amendment Act, 2007 (Bill 11), the proiahc
government is breaking a promise it made to thieleass of the
Kootenays. “Premier Campbell promised in Octobéi42bat the
Regional District of East Kootenay would have timalfsay on
the approval of the Jumbo Glacier Resort,” saidvihé for
Columbia River — Revelstoke Norm Macdonald. ‘“Pneposal
for this project has been very contentious, withriajority of
residents stating opposition to the development.”

Section 15 of Bill 11 allowsfor the Cabinet to unilaterally
decide on the future of the Jumbo valley. The development

could go ahead through the designation of a resort region
which removes the decision-making from the Regional
District.

“Campbell must be held to his word. People inKieetenays
trusted this government to allow them to play drgést part in
the decision on this development which will drarcaity affect
their area.” The Opposition is in support of thganity of this
Bill, but section 15 must not be allowed to go ahea
unchallenged. “There are important amendmentsignbill
which local governments have asked for, but sedtois
absolutely contrary to that spirit. The Regiongdtfict of East
Kootenay voted 13 — 2 to retain control of the sieci for
Jumbo. This government is showing complete contéanghe
wishes of this local government.” Macdonald idieglon the
provincial government to remove this offensive mect“This
Ministry is set up to support the work of local gorment, not
hinder it. I'm concerned that Minister Chong iaing this
legislation to be used to subvert a local processdase a few
individuals.”

KMCers, Please Call, Email and Fax - Voice your opposition to Section 15 of Bill 11

* Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier «
of British Columbia; Phonet-800-663-
7867 (Enquiry BC) and ask for the
Premier; Or250 387- 1715, Email:

Honourable Ida Chong; Phorie800-
663-7867 (Enquiry BC) and ask for
Minister Chong OR50 387-2283, Email:
Ida.Chong.GHOffice@leg.bc.c&ax250

* Honourable Norm Macdonald; Phone
1-866-870-4188 or 250 344-4816, Email:
norm.macdonald.mla@leg.bc;deax250
387-4680

premier@gov.bc.ca Fax250 387-0087

472-6163

For more information contagtww.jumbowild.comJim Galloway Phone: 250-346-3370

BC Bill Creates Jumbo L oophole: New
L egislation Smacks Of Under handedness

Tucked in the middle of what is otherwise a higtdgarded piece
of provincial legislation is a small section of ojposed Bill
which is drawing immediate and intense oppositiection 15 of
Bill 11 allows the provincial cabinet to design&tesort regions”
which must be attached to existing municipalitiefse term resort
region is not clearly defined. Section 15 alsoestdhat a resort
region can be established by the provincial calztte.

The proposal is drawing the most heated critidism

Columbia Valley residents. They are concernedsttiiatsection
of the legislation could impact their right to appe or deny the
creation of a Jumbo Glacier resort developmente“pirovincial
government promised residents of the area thatwloeyd have
the ultimate say on this issue. If the provincievernment

decided they wanted to create a resort regionuiarbd, it would
unequivocally fly in the face of what they've prewsly
promised,” said Wildsight Spokesperson Jim Gallaway

The Bill, which contains the unacceptable loophalas to
receive second reading on Thursday, March 15 het, a
filibuster by the opposition, approval was delayddwever it is
expected to pass when the legislature resumeshadteday,
March 26.

“This is a cynical attempt to circumvent the lodatision
making process on the Jumbo issue and it's verpitapt people
let the government know they are unhappy abousétid
Galloway.

Concerned citizens can goweovw.jumbowild.comfor more
information and messages can be sent directlygmier Gordon
Campbell and Columbia River-Revelstoke MLA Norm
MacDonald.




members use for backcountry recreation as wellegsakcess routes. These maps have

: been sent to MoTSA, and our indicated areas willebéered into the ministry’'s
I n S | d e geographic database, so our interest will be aujarally flagged by computer when
new tenure applications are lodged (pun intended).
> Information: The K MC and Kootenay Images of the maps sent to MoTSA can be foundthen KMC Web site at:
Recreation Tenures, B.C. Government Starveshttp://www.kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca/tenurentdps.
B.C.Parks Despite Huge Budget, Mountain I would like to thank those members who helpat on the committee: Bill Sones,
School Tech Tips. Paul Allen, Ken Holmes, Kim Kratky, Marlene & Jaghdiston, Sandra McGuinness.
Doug Brown.

» Conservation: Urgent Appeal For
JUMBO ! Endangered River, Gas Your Car in

an Environmentally and Socially Responsibld B, C, government starves B.C. Parks despite huge budget
' According to a recent (February 8) press releasm the Western Canada Wilderness
committee — “Provincial government documents rdgentitained through a Freedom of

> Activities: Information (FOI) request submitted by the WildesmeCommittee show that a 2005
ClubTrip Reports/ActivitiesErie Mtn., Ripple|  British Columbia government promise to hire up @gark rangers has resulted in the
Mtn., Up Mitchener Creek .to Grizzly and addition of just 11 full-time equivalent (FTE) ragrgpositions.

Porky Cabins, Blizzards on the Bonnington,|Ski . FQ| documents show that in 2007 BC had 3fer provincial park rangers
Touring on Wh'tekQ“ee”’k'.(MC T('ghts at than in2001. In 2001 there were 101 full-time equivalesmiger positions,
Gravity, 2007 Kokanee Ski Wee however, in 2007 there were just 64 ranger postibespite a BC government

promise in a 2005 news release to hire “up to 5fempark rangers.”

- FOI documents also reveal that there are cuyrently 10 permanent rangers in BC, a
decline of 62% from 2001, when 27 permanent fufietirangers were employed.
Currently, there is just one permanent full-timeger responsible for every 1,300,000

The KMC and Kootenay hectares of pkrotected areas in the province, ayarsely one permanent ranger for

. every 85 parks
Recreation Tenures - Government documents also show that staffingBfor Parks is 50% lower than a
L . . decadeago. In 1996, when the park system was small2663000 hectares protected),

This is a story about something old that is {here were 356 FTE employees. ~Currently, there jase 175 FTE BC Parks

new again. Back in the old days, when gmpioyees responsible for 13,000,000 hectares.

Hamish was young, the KMC was«p 2005 the BC government promised to reinvigorate park system, which included

routinely notified whenever an applicationpjring up to 50 new park rangers. However, theimadocuments show they have

for a backcountry recreation tenure in theyoken that promise,” commented Gwen Barlee, potizgctor with the Wilderness

Kootenays was filed. In recent yearscommittee. “The fact is, in 2007, we have far fewangers and staff with BC Parks

however, the government has been giving,5n we had in 2001.”

us the cold shoulder. After the KMC Thg provincial government has been under incregsiagsure to restore funding to the

joined the FMCBC in 2006, we asked if ark system in BC. After dramatically cutting pastaff and budget in their first term,

they could arrange for the KMC 10 onceyne campbell government has repeatedly pledgedotamit more funding to parks
again be listed as a referrer, which meangiiing public concern and the booming provinciabreamy.

we are officially asked for comment on«ye have one of the finest park systems in Northefica, one which provides $10 in

new tenure applications. In 2006, thesjior expenditures for every $1 of governmentdimg, and yet our government is

Cranbrook office Ministry of Tourism, giarving it of funding,” said Barlee. “On a peretare and per visitor basis, we are now

Sports, and the Arts agreed to list us as gne of the worst-funded park systems in North Aozeri | can't for the life of me

referrer, but requested we map out oufjnderstand why our Minister of the Environment, wised to be a BC park ranger,

main areas of interest. My contacts afyon't stand up for our park system.”

MOTSA in Cranbrook have been Suepyther information can be obtained from Gwen Bayl&/CWC policy director, at 604-

Cairns and Harry Mitchell, and they have2020322 ©or 604-683-8220(W)

been great to work with. For additional information on the economic benedit8C Parks visit:

) www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/research/econdneinefits _bcparks sept 2001 r

In November 2006 | was made chair of eport.pdf

committee charged with mapping the From the B.C. Mountaineering Club Neitsr, March 2007

KMC'’s “areas of interest”. The committee

finally met on February of 2007, and in

short order, mapped out the areas that club

“The summit is just the halfway point” Ed Visturs




New in the library this month are:

April Library News:
Although not frequent loan items, the KMC does hawelection of maps in the library. Two of thesino
useful are probably a large 1:25,000 scale mapeoBbnnington Traverse done by Selkirk College, and
our most recent acquisition, a 1:30,000 scale mapedrails of the Rossland Range produced by the
Kootenay Columbia Trails Society. If you have idiffty reading maps, you could always borrow one or
more of the books available on navigation with rmag compassStaying Found: The Complete Map and
Compass GuidebopkndBe Expert With Map and Compaa® both good choices.

All About Maps

%, The Best Hiking Trails of B8y Bob Harris. Thank you to Peter Macek who fotms on a shelf at home.

&, Trails of the Rossland Range.

April Mountain School Tech Tips:

Handrails, Backstops and Tick Off Features
By Sandra McGuinness

If you are like me, you might feel as if you spamist of this
winter nosing about in a complete fog. Certaihlyad my
share of challenging trips this winter trying tovigaate through
high mountain terrain in various degrees of whitésaanging
from can't see your hand in front of your faceftiosiquint a real
lot | can just barely (I think) see the ridgelineenthere. After
a couple of particularly spectacular days out wiverbarely
knew where we were all day, | reverted to someoasrpre-trip
planning using some old-fashioned, but still highffective
navigational techniques to avoid further embarr&sgmOf
course, I'm referring to handrails, backstops &ciddff
features.

Handrails are clear terrain features running pairédl your
desired route that you can easily follow. Somexglas are
ridgelines, creeks, or cliff bands. A handrail tenfollowed to
a backstop — a perpendicular terrain feature igagats a
change in course or the start of the next leg of yaurney. A
backstop might be a ridgeline, a creek or an cddibed. Along
the way, you'll also likely make use of tick-ofaterres, easily
recognizable terrain features that indicate youoareoute, such
a creek crossing, climbing a short steep hill @spag a lake.

If you've worked your route out ahead of timeyélang from
one handrail to another, using backstops and ficfeatures to
stay on route, it makes mountain travel much easafer and
faster. There's not much worse than standing aébaut

blinding snowstorm in gale force winds on the tbp oidge
somewhere with the entire 1:50,000 topographicad flzgoping
about in the breeze trying to work out where yael@rwhat
your next handrail should be.

Breaking the journey into legs also helps. OnMarch chicks
ski trip, our group had our route to the top of WQueen
broken down into a series of clear legs each witindtive
handrails, backstops and check-off points. Ost feg
involved weaving a route through the cross-cousiaitrails to
the jumping off point for Hummingbird Pass. Thess
country trails are the obvious tick-off featuresdyeand we also
had the terminus of the cross-country trails foaakstop.
Traveling through forest above Hummingbird Passweee
able to use Hummingbird Pass itself as a handnadl,the old
mine site is a clear tick-off feature and indicataat it is time to
change direction. The small creek that drainséiley
between White Queen and Mount Beattie was a hdrtdrai
reach our next backstop, - the ridgeline betweeité\pueen
and Mount Beattie - and the marsh we passed alengay
was a good tick-off feature which confirmed we weneroute.
Our backstop, became the handrail of our next iegeo
journey as we used the north ridge of White Queea laandrail
to reach the summit.

You can get more navigational tips from these badkich are
available in the KMC library:
%, Technical Handbook for Mountain Guides
%, Staying Found: The Complete Map and Compass
Handbook
%, Be Expert With Map and Compass.

Skaha Bluffsthe popular Skaha
Bluffs will be open to climbers this year.
The Land Conservancy has reached an
agreement for temporary access to the
bluff south of Penticton for the 2007
climbing season. They are also
launching a fund raising campaign to
purchase an adjacent property, which
should resolve the access issues for

good. TLC has secured an option to buy Endangered Rivers
750 acres of private land. While the deal-l-he

is a generous donation from the current
landowners, the Land Conservancy mus
still raise a million dollars to complete
the deal. Donations, which are tax
deductible, can be made online at
Www.conservancy.bc.ca.

Jon Ferebee - Standard Radio News

Flathead River has been named
B.C's most endangered river for 2007 by
he Outdoor Recreation Council of B.C
(ORC). A proposed open pit coal mine in
the river’'s headwaters would harm water
guality and wilderness values.

The Province, March 13, 2007



Gas your car in an ranking, which you should consider, National Wildlife Refuge, amongst other

. follows. black marks.
enwronmentally and Conoco Phillips sells gas under the
socially I‘esponsi blefashion. Top of the barret BP and Sunoco. brands 76, Conoco, and Phillips 66. It
From the B.C. Mountaineering Club Both of these companies have somevas ranked the 3rd worst polluter in the
Newsletter, March 2007 minuses, but some impressive pluses dd4.S. in 2002, and has been fined

Today virtually all BC Mountaineering well. Both companies have had oilnumerous times by the U.S. EPA, as has
Club trips involve the use of cars toSPills, but both have undertaken severdbeen Exxon Mobil.
access the mountains. Cars burn gag'reen initiatives. BP is investing Iarge
which, of course, contributes to global@mounts into alternative energy sources . - .
warming. We can decide on e?thicaINeither company operates in B.C./A Sustainability M essage:
grounds not to drive cars, but if we wishalthough both can be found south of thd_et People Know They Are
to go on most BCMC or other border. Not Alone
mountaineering trips, then we will haveM_ddl t the b = shell ch )
to use a car. We don't have to abandoi!lddle Ot the barrel= shell, Lhevron, e
all environmental concerns by using carsYalero Energy, and Citgo. g:Jes)t/aeilr?gbtirl]ite |_r gbetr][ﬁztc(irhee?s ggtn.t This
however. By using high fuel efficiency These companies, the first 2 of which? ~_ "~ isosllation discoura y

g ges action.

Surveys show that most Canadians say

cars and maximizing their occupancy weoperate in B.C., have more minuses an

can minimize emissions per person. Wdewer pluses than those in the “top of th iIf;e?gcghzr:]ov;sﬂt]gﬁttg):hog)\llieozlj;g iTt%re?

can also be selective of the gasoline wéarrel’ group. ey ge their g

Use think they are working in a community

The U.S. Sierra Club has recentlyBottom of the barrek Exxon Mobil and '(‘)fhhk'e -m;]nded |ndI|V|I<_:ikuaIs-n:jthﬁ:ySth|(;1k,l

extensively researched the activities ofconoco Phillips that's what people flke us do." S0 dont
scold others. Don't say, "Stop walking

the 8 largest U.S. oil companies andlhese companies, particularly Exxon el
ranked them according to their Mobil, have few plUSGS. Exxon Mobil .(l)n the grass like everyone else)' Say'

environmental record. A full discussion Stll refuses to pay punitive damages over Thanks for joining us on the path.” We

of this ranking’ together with reasons’the Exxon Valdez oil Spl” in Alaska, is get the best results, one way or the other,

can be found at the 6th worst polluter in the U.S. in work_lng together. .

www.sierraclub.org/sierra/pickyouri2ois 2002, is associated with human rightY Jim I?oggg:an_l,_r?re\?ldent of Hgggarllz&b

on/index. asp A summary of this abuses in Indonesia and Africa, and i Sggc'a es. In The Vancouver sun, Feb.,
seeking to drill for oil in Alaska's Arctic

What have you lear ned about taking kids on the trail?

» I've learned that | have to take any time estiraat:multiply it by 3 or 4.

» I've learned that | have to feed them at very raguitervals or their engines stall.

» Even when they're not hungry, | have to make thansemething... even if it's just a bite of chotmléeed them
often. Those little bodies burn calories like ndye business and their moods respond instantigfteling.

» I've learned to take 3 times as many socks antedas | think | will need because if there is & tgaget wet, my
boys will find it. Remember that their bodies angadl: they can't generate or retain heat the wagdarit body can. They need
more clothes much sooner than you do.

» I've learned that | have to completely deconstexgiectations and have very different goals. | rieesfow down and
be there to experience nature from my childrer’spgeetive. This is a completely different expeciefrom when | go without
them. Never underestimate kids: Ease the loadpace] keep them amused and they can accomplishasteamazing things.

» I've learned that there are many destinations adoingil and the summit may not be on the list yod&he boulder
field is a playground. The stream is a water pdie snow slope is a toboggan run. We mustrit tumugh on our way to
somewhere else. We're already somewhere.

» I've learned that frequent breaks pay for themsdlvdappier kids and more time on the trail. Tasyalso great
opportunities to reconnect and talk. Keep themirigtikfind games to keep them occupied like tryiogéame a tree for every letter
in the alphabet or the place name game (one peesoes a place and the next person has to name=aptihe that starts with
the last letter of the previously named place).

» I've learned that | can still get away with holdimg 9 year old's hand as we hike long after trekyrpart he needed
help with is over. Handholding works wonders fdi@hitting a low point.

» I've learned that you have to make kids do thihgy tlon't want to do even when it would be easiqudt give in
because that is what being a parent is all abalittanworth it.

Had a great day with my kids today. Only accont@isabout half of the miles we set out to do bdtmare laughs and smiles
than usual so we still came out ahead.
From the Clubtread.com website



. CLIMB MT. KILIMANJARO
Banff Mountain ON NEW YEARS 2008

PhOTOQI"Gphy Compe’ri’rion Celebrate on the rooftop of Africa!
Dec. 26, 2007 to Jan. 9, 2008

Entry deadline: May 1, 2007

_ After the climb join us in an African wildlife
Entry forms available at safari to Serengi and Ngorongoro Crater.

www.banffmountainfestivals.ca/photo

For more information refer to our website below, or
1.800.298.1229 403-762-6347 call 250 352 9133 or email: trek@peakfreaks.com

1.800.298.1230

banffmountainphotos@banffcentre.ca A

peakfreaks.com

Recycling of used empty LP fuel canisters

Peter Rothermel informed the FMCBC that the Vareo and Victoria Mountain Equipment Co-op storéi$ necycle
these canisters. They will gladly accept any braihcanister that they sell and will even take dde one that they don't sell, as
long as not too many rogue canisters are in yaurmebag. MEC has to pay a pound rate cost tchidoservice. However, the
canisters must be completely empty for MEC to actiegm.
Karen Asp informed the FMCBC that the BC Produategarogram for household hazardous waste takes'lsackp fuels" along
with other products marked as "flammable", so ifi yrave some LP fuel left over, locate a HHW/Prodlate depot near you.
For more information contagtww.productcare.org?Bcaccept.htafom the B.C. Mountaineering Club Newsletter, bha2007

Stewardship Practices For Outdoor Recreation

A new province wide initiative will provide recrtian enthusiasts with information about the valfiewdoor recreation
that looks after the environment. The BC Wildem&surism Association, Tourism Action Society (TASK the Kootenays,
ABC Snowmobile Clubs, Outdoor Recreation CounciBdtish Columbia, and the Stewardship Centre fatigh Columbia have
signed on to the idea of working together to colezedible information and develop stewardship ficas for outdoor recreation.

During 2007, Stewardship Practices for OutdoocrBation will develop and deliver information fancsvmobiling in
Mountain Caribou habitat, boating in sensitive aetls, and engage new partners interested in béidgATVing in grasslands.
Many organizations have contributed financiallyth@ development of this initiative including theaRé&state Foundation of
British Columbia, Columbia Basin Trust, HabitatrServation Trust Fund, and provincial and fedgoalernment agencies.
TASK March 2007 Newsletter, www.taskbc.bc.ca

Wildsig htworks locally, regionally and globally to protdsibdiversity and encourage sustainable communiti€anada’'s
Columbia and Southern Rocky Mountain region. Théaas internationally recognized as a keystormiservation in western
North America. Wildsight received tI#005 Canadian Environmental Award for Conservationecognition of its successful
work to protect the region's wildlife and wildland4sit www.wildsight.ca

"Mountains have a way of dealing with overconfidence" Hermann Buhl




Trip
Reports

Remember that our reports, however brief, do help record
our “footprint” in these areas. This goes a long way in
establishing a record of non-commercial non-motorized
backcountry use and helping preserve our favored areas for
the future.

Entertainment on Erie Mountain, Februaryll

We had a 7.30 am meeting time at the hitchirgg po the Ymir
Road, plenty early for a Sunday, especially a ratlet dreary
weather Sunday. However, everyone was keen seepifent to
Salmo and turned onto Highway 3, just west of HEregding up
to Bombi Summit. In 1.6 km, Derosa Road exitsm@right) and
about 150 metres up Derosa Road there is a smoated pull-
out. We parked here and the snowshoers startathhtke skiers
skiing at about 8.40 am. We had an energetic arahit took us
no time to reach the spur road at about 1280 metnésh heads
east towards Erie Mountain. At the end of thisrspad, we
hiked up to the north ridge of Erie Mountain, whigh followed
to the top arriving just before lunchtime at abblit50 am.
Unfortunately, the views (Erie Mountain is quiteesopon top)
were totally obscured by fog and light snow. Néveless we had
a good lunch, and | dug a small snowpit to checkrayw
conditions.

On the way down, we took a slight detour anchbez
momentarily displaced, which resulted in us havmgegain the
ridge again. Once back on the right track, therskilescended
very quickly, the snowshoers somewhat slower, ®itwere all
back at the cars before 4 pm.

A great trip with great company.

Doug Brown, Vicki Hart, Murray Lashmar, P'nina Stesnand
Coordinator Sandra McGuinness.

Ripple Mountain, Februaryll

This was originally planned to be Ripple Mountéhe easy
way down", by going up to the summit from Kooterass via
Lightning Strike and then coasting 4000 verticet f@long the
west ridge down to Hwy. 3. A reconnaissance eairli¢he week
found moderately thick bush, barely suppressed dnuale of
feet of wet cement like slush at the bottom 606t & this ridge.
While this was skiable after a fashion, it could be easily
described as being fun or even character building.

Nevertheless, it was offered as an option tdlthef us that
gathered at the Salmo Esso at 7.30 am. Since itafifind any
strong supporter, Option A was duly canned andavefivent up
the pass to do Option B. Leaving the parking louad 8.30, we
went along Ripple Ridge to Lightning Strike in lighhow, skied
down into Monk Creek on unbreakable crust dresstédam inch
or two of snow at the top, followed by good snowéo down.
Then up to the col on the south ridge of Ripple .\Mimd so to the

summit, arriving around 12.30. The unbreakabletanith its
light snow cover on this ridge did not auger wetl the descent,
but surprisingly, as we angled left down the SWs|aonditions
rapidly improved giving some great skiing througieo glades.

After lunch, we put an up track back up to thevehere the
continued snow fall gave us yet more good turnsrdmwMonk
Creek. A final grind up Lightning Strike and a fa&t down from
Ripple Ridge put us back at the parking lot by &l#00 pm., all
together and all in one piece, leaving the wegleidf Ripple still
undescended on skis.

We were (on tele) Graham Jamin, and on AT, Beekman,
Micha Forestell, Ken Holmes, Dave Jack, Stepherglean
Daniéle Montendon, Dominique and Jocelyne Prenett Mand
Maurice de St. Jorre.

Up Mitchener Creek to Grizzly and Porky Cabins, Feb 17

We parked at the summit of the Paulson at tredtves station,
carried our skis along the highway west past tHis clclimbed
over the high snow bank to put our skis on torsdst along the
ditch. At the new forested area we turned nortingkirough
small trees and a patch of forest until we cameoata the
logging road. We skied west across the bridge Mitthener
Creek, then north through the swamps to Grizzthamnorth end.
We skied north to the road and while some tiedkomss others
took off their skis to walk, while most just clird up the long
hill. At the top we watched for the green ribbogdtion a tree to
mark a short route to the comfortable Porky cahiter building
a good fire, we enjoyed the company of old friead=ed one of
John Forest’'s poems )over our lunches. The “flyimlg” caused
a few minor tumbles but we bounced well and we vsarfely in
Castlegar by two o’clock.

We were Renate Belczyk, Ed & Hazel Beynon, Dedakner,
Hanspeter Korn, Bobbie Maras, Irme Mende, Bess @chan,
Sylvia Smith and coordinators John & Muriel Walton.

Blizzards on the Bonnington, February 26 to 29

A continuous series of Pacific storms througtteeltruary 2007
made it difficult to pick a date for the annual KMKi traverse of
the Bonnington Range, but eventually | decided ebréary 26 to
March 1. The weather forecast was not too goodnbutoo bad
either. Kind of middle of the road, with some pabbity of
precipitation each day but no major storms foreaast Friday,
by which time we should all be back home. | mageatf some
extensive navigation notes before leaving as | seaserned that
we would be engaging in a lot of white-out navigati While
route finding across the Bonnington is not all ttifficult, a lot of
the route is actually in the trees and thus défmitandmarks are
somewhat scarce.

Doug and | met up with Stephen and Danieleaftrto Rico
Road on Monday February 26, where we left our pipkruck
and carried onto Bombi Summit where Nicole was wgitis a
chauffeur for Dave Jack. Munson FSR, out of BoBionmit is
still plowed so we drove to km 4, where we parked wehicle in
a good pull-out spot and let Nicole go back to [Trdhe rest of
us started skiing at about 10 am following the ptiwe road for
another two kilometres to the start of the summE¥ Arack up to
the south ridge of Grassy Mountain. After a sld@gstance we left
the ATV track and switchbacked up to the ridge a&dine cabin,
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a short but sweet run down in very good snow gdabule cabin
at about 1 pm. We settled in, shoveling out thth@use and
packing a trail to the pee tree, before going owgki a couple of
runs in the afternoon. It snowed lightly all dayd visibility was
about 100 metres.

We awoke to socked in weather and more snowuasday, but
set off for Steed Cabin at around 8.30 am. Thgyageather
caused us some delay in finding the right nortgeitb ski down,
but eventually we were above it and we had a ningfior the
three of us who took our skins off) down to the fledge below.
With skins back on, we headed north, crossing a hogiging
road in the pass south of “Twin Peaks” (my namétfertwo
peaks north of Grassy Mountain) and then skinnm¢he south
side of Twin Peaks to the ridge between the twa.SB and S
facing slopes we had some ominous whumpfs givingpuge
clues as to the stability (or instability) of theosvpack on those
aspects. We actually got a break in visibilityTomin Peaks and
caught a glimpse of the col on the S ridge of Shwdeuntain
that leads to the Steed Cabin, but it soon sockedain and
resumed snowing lightly. We skied north down tidge, then
turned east and had a good run down the lowergbart
avalanche path to the logging road at the head anit& Creek.

A bit of a plod on the logging road and thenweze climbing
up the last 300 metres of the day to the 2000 noelren the S
ridge of Siwash Mountain. We found a good routehgovalley
and were on the ridge above the cabin just aft Bm. A quick
run down and we were at the cabin. The snowpamknakthe
Steed Cabin is well over 2 metres, so digging loeitduthouse
and cabin was a major chore as we had to moventtve sp in
stages.

Another 10 or 15 cm of snow fell overnight amdWwednesday
morning it was snowing heavily with poor visibilityWe gamely
headed off for the Copper Cabin, finding the tbag¢aking heavy
and the sluffs on downhill sections extensive. foute took us
over the two east ridges of Siwash Mountain anal timé head of
Rush Creek where we began to have concerns almutisdom
of carrying on with the traverse. Trail breakingsseavy and
getting worse, and we knew from previous trips thatdescent
from Empire Peak to Barrett Lake is down a largeaiihg
avalanche slope.

It was a pretty unanimous decision to exit a ey via the
Rover-Snowwater road system. Although there igharcexit
route down the Copper Mountain FSR (49 Creek Rabi})road
is difficult to get to when snow stability is poas you have to
traverse a large SE facing avalanche slope anddged that
route too hazardous given the recent snow-loadifter having
a snack while huddled under trees attempting ttiestfeom the
continuous snow, we picked a careful route up éopthss at the
NE end of Siwash Mountain. There is an old minioad that
switchbacks up S slopes and ends at the pass ebavaeided this
route as it crosses large open slopes and finrsdgisup the
middle of a terrain trap.

From the pass, we followed a maze of confusaggihg roads
and cat-tracks north to Snowwater Lodge, and thek the main
(but newly re-routed) Rover-Snowwater Road ouhtKootenay
Canal. Luckily, just as we reached the start efRover-
Snowwater Road a sledder drove up and lent usHifphone
which Dave used to call Nicole to come and pickipis

Participants: Doug Brown, Dave Jack, Stephergley,
Daniéle Montandon, and coordinator Sandra McGusnes

‘Chicks on Sticks': Ski Touring on White Queen

Take seven women, no men, one tele-skier and@mueé fresh
snow and you have a great day out. On Satuvdagh 3,

2007, the women'’s only ski trip left the parking areathe
Whitewater Ski Hill Road around 8.30 am and heagetb the
old mine site on the far (north) side of Humminglass. After
a snack break, we broke trail east up the vallayl#ads to the
White Queen-Beattie col, before turning north armadmg our
way up to the top of White Queen where we encoedtsome
slackcountry tourers (aka, knuckle draggers) witoiche over
from the ski hill. Although we saw plenty of evit= of a
previous avalanche cycle (probably on Wednesdatf)arfiorm of
multiple soft slabs and old stress fractures framvex terrain
features, we noted no current signs of instability.

We had a good run down the north side throughitewdh lots
of little steep drops, and stopped for lunch inthiey below
where | heard about a new sport of choreographipgpisk
(apparently it's quite popular!). After lunch wedded back up
our up-track taking a variation to the west anchiyaj the west
ridge of White Queen at about 2120 m. From heeshad a good
run down through a boulder field (I call it the bpimun), but with
this year’s robust snowpack (280 cm at 1960 m) trobihe
boulders are well covered.

We had a quick schuss out on our up-track ajmliated to the
bar at Whitewater Ski Hill for some refreshmenisanne’s watch
indicated that we had burnt 2000 calories thatstelydidn’t even
feel a little guilty about scarfing back an ordéspicy fries.

Women skiers: Helen Foulger, Janice Isaac/|ylvedartin,
Nancy Selwood, Joanne Stinson, Annie Taiatini, @atdinator,
Sandra McGuinness.

A Snowpack Enema:The 2007 KMC Kokanee Ski Week

March 10
It's a grey morning in Nelson, the cloud hanging ter the
orange bridge, and the talk among the 12 KMC membathered
at the High Terrain hangar in Nelson, is about tfwogs: one,
how high will the freezing level go with the forat@ineapple
Express, and two, just how ruthlessly can we tdasenly
knuckle-dragger (aka snowboarder) on the trip.n$uut the
freezing level can go HIGH, and you can tease theckle-
dragger a lot, but, he is such a nice guy thattreereally no
sport in it.
Most of our first day is actually spent hanginguard Kokanee
Creek Provincial Park (the staging area for thechpter flight
into Kokanee Glacier Cabin), waiting for the weattreclear.
But, eventually, a window presents itself and takdopter
shuttles begin. At the cabin, by the time we hall/arrived, had
a briefing and practiced two group rescues at tecBn Basin,
the day is virtually over. That and the wet snaWirig, don't
inspire much activity, but Bob and Fred skied asidaslo Lake
and towards Kokanee Pass, while Neil, Linda and bdsnowpit
on a NE aspect to search for the ubiquitious Feprdigurface
hoar, the persistent instability that has beenyptagthe
Columbias for a month. The surface hoar is wedkprved and
7



reactive down about 90 cm, but in the days th&glthis
particular instability will become moot.

March 11

The day the Pineapple Express is forecast to doggins well
enough with 16 cm of snow overnight, and more sfadling,
although temperatures are warming already. Every®wout of
the cabin by 8 am, as we realize this may be atrglaod skiing
for a while. Doug, Dave and | head off to the eos of Happy
Valley, a pleasant gladed area just north of théncavhere we
ski short (200 metre) runs down into Keen Creeke $now feels
good at the beginning of the day, but by the tireemove over to
a north slope that takes you down to a tributarifed#n Creek,
the snow is beginning to have a definite west cfesdt And, the
avalanches have begun — lots of loose wet releaseme picking
up large quantities of wet snow as they descerdiskais pulling
out around a half a metre deep and running oryfiv angle
terrain. By noon, the snow has changed to raid vath the
stability rapidly deteriorating we take a consemeatoute back to
the cabin. The other 9 people have gone to Besigj@h 300
metre run SW of Keen Lake).

March 12

Using an unsophisticated and inaccurate (or so Belgeme) rain
gauge made from an orange juice container, | mea&umm of
rain overnight. In the morning, the skies are gregl dismal, and
the temperature is an equally dismaf € In two groups, we all
make our way up to Sapphire Lakes via Griffin Cre@k 2200
metres, the temperature has dropped 16,-and the snow has a
breakable crust. Our ski to the head of Glory Basicut short by
the extreme S winds that keep pushing us backwaktiground
is evidence of an impressive avalanche cycle véthssoff all
aspects, elevations and initiating on modest shoyges. All 12
of us ski back to the cabin for lunch, desperatging to avoid
wipe-outs in the breakable crust, and 11 stayeaté#bin, but |
head out solo and ski up to Kokanee Pass and Seradgidge
looking at the dramatic results of the snowpackrene

March 13

Overnight the temperature drops to°@@nd the wet surface
show freezes solid. Doug, Dave, Ken, Bob and dreghto ski
up Tanal Peak, the 2250 metre peak, directly abodeeast of
Tanal Lake. The south ridge looks gentle enoudbeto
manageable in the icy conditions, and is reasortsdtyable,
although Doug and | use ski crampons, and Ken talgsort slip
on the icy surface that is luckily quickly arrestethis, however,
only occupies us for a short time, so we decidaae a loop
trip, and descend down Happy Valley (on gentleesddpe crust
is skiable), climb the next ridgeline north, anditour up to a
broad col at the north end of Tanal Peak. Hersitver well
over an hour in delightful sun, admiring the viewkile the

with tales of horrendous skiing down steep, icin rannelled
slopes. Fred, Neil and Dwain, however, perseard,gain the
glacier west of the Battleship where upon they haxapid
descent.

March 14

Some snow falls overnight, about 5 cm, and convectctivity
continues throughout the day eventually puttinguai® cm total
onto the ice crust. Most of the group ski shontsrin Happy
Valley and report pleasant skiing. | putter abmuthe ridge
above Happy Valley, while Doug plows through anremuus
tome on the decline of civilization that he hasugfut in and
Dwain heads up Griffin Creek to ski some short roffishe long
east ridge of Nansen Mountain.

March 15

A cold (-16 C), clear morning. The group makes plans to pki u
onto Kokanee Glacier, but Doug and | are out ther tby 7.30 am
and off to make an attempt on Mount Retallack. W&/packed
ski crampons, boot crampons and an ice axe eathateuour
POS (probability of success) reasonably low. Adehour and
half ski, we are at the base of a barely disceenibinded
shoulder that descends southwest from Granite Kivith ski
crampons on, we begin switchbacking our way upterAdbout
150 metres, the slope is steepening enough thaegia to think
booting up will be just as quick as battling thg écust, and we
switch from ski crampons to boot crampons. Thetdhat is
completely unbreakable with skis on, is not stuedgugh to
support us reliably on foot, so we find ourselvestgholing for
long distances between short distances of goodpmaimg.
Nevertheless, we eventually, and arduously, fingdlyn treeline.
Doug sets off on a traverse into the col betweean{® Knob and
Mount Retallack, but the eerie sound of hollow sumaerfoot
turns him around, and we climb directly to the adgstead. We
are just below the solid rock plug that makes ugni@e Knab,
and scramble rocks and small snow gullies dowhedase of
the south ridge of Mount Retallack. The top is ramy 200
vertical metres away and the terrain looks easyt, tBe going is
hard and slow, as the ice crust breaks underfabirenfind
ourselves swimming in hip deep facetted snow. faamvorse
than anything we've encountered in the Rockies afearetts are
the norm, but at least the snowpack is shallowoudeally
wants to call it quits, but | haven't suffered timach just to have
to return at a later date, so we continue plowithannel through
the facetts, eventually getting onto somewhat firgreund and
reaching the top at about 1.45 pm.

Back on the route to the glacier, icy conditians still being
encountered, Linda takes a slide, but manageséstawith two
ski poles, and this is enough to turn seven peaygend. Dave,
Ken and Fred persevere and make it over to Conki, Reahe
ski down to the head of Coffee Creek. Meanwhilah Bnd Joe

temperature warms t0°G. We can see the ski tracks of the restmake their way to Kokanee Lake, while Linda, Nédnice, Joe,

of the group up on a 2170 metre shoulder runninthrfoom the
Battleship. From the col we ski gentle slopestadlway down to
Tanal Lake and return to the cabin via EnterprissP The rest
of the group has meanwhile descended the shouldlee aorth
end of the Battleship and are doing battle with §ohers Ridge.
The winner is most likely Smugglers Ridge as fouthe group
find the slope just too icy and frightening anduratto the cabin

and Dwain ski runs above Griffin Creek.

Doug and | get back to the cabin at 5.45 pm,ijusme for
dinner. We guzzle water, and gulp food. I'm sndmy | turn my
soup bowl upside down to lick it out.



March 16

Apparently, the first cathartic didn't completelgan out the
bowels of the snowpack, as the freezing levelriedast to rise
again in the afternoon to 2400 metres. We split ihree groups:
Fred and Emilee head off to ski a north run outappy Valley,
Ken, Janice and Joe go to Beaujolais, while DowgaiB, Bob,
Neil, Linda, Dave and | ski some short northwestrfg runs
above Keen Creek. It's a wet drippy day, the teatpee is
steadily climbing and the falling snow is wettingall down. By
lunch time we are all soaked through and returrafdry lunch in
the cabin. After lunch, Doug and I set off forum down to Tanal
Lake, but find ourselves in the second avalancieke®f the
week, as Doug triggers a slab above himself akiven® at a
time through the terrain trap of Enterprise Pasgjuick burp test
reveals the culprit — a layer of stellars aboutit8down that
gives very easy shears. On the way down to Taaled e cut
numerous slabs off convex rolls, and consequeritky g
conservative route back up to Enterprise Passk 8aihe pass,
we can see the results of the enema as slopew asitped as 30
are releasing 20 cm soft slabs on all aspects. ip)\Bab and
Dave have headed off up Griffin Creek but are enteming the
same failure layer and have returned to the caboon enough
the snow changes to rain and | am fashioning anatia&e-shift
rain guage out of a used sour cream container.

March 17

About 15 mm of rain overnight with steady rainlire tmorning.
We are supposed to be leaving today, and scurgndrthe cabin
cleaning up and packing boxes. By 8.00 am evergtis done
and we settle in to wait ... and wait ... and wéite play a bunch
of card games, and board games, and watch it tanda, Janice
and | spend a couple of hours getting thorough#tked in the
Beacon Basin, and finally, about 3 pm, when it st
helicopter pilot has adjourned to the pub for thenéng, we
unpack preparatory to spending another night. tAlyek dinner
of left-overs is amassed and, accompanied by gid&er and

popcorn we watch “An Inconvenient Truth” and “Whdlé&d the
Electric Car”.

March 18

The rain changed to snow in the early evening anaidrning 16
cm of dense white stuff was covering the new cruistthe alpine,
the skies were relatively clear, although a thagkel of fog was
blanketing Kootenay Lake. The helicopter was proama
everyone enjoyed their flight out, as we all haajgcenic flights
while the pilot spiraled around looking for holestihe fog to
descend through.

Participants: Neil Baker, Dwain Boyer, Doug BroviEmilee
Fanjoy, Ken Holmes, Janice Isaac, Linda Johannkmn,
Johnston, Bob McQueen, Dave Toews. Group organizexd
Thiessen. Trip reporter: Sandra McGuinness.

Pulling on Plastic: KMC Nights at Gravity

Friday March 30 was the club's last indoor climbmght of the
season — time to get outdoors! Climbing nights waregenerally
once a week, alternating between Thursdays andys,iénd this
year they proved more popular than ever, with 9rloer

nights” recorded. Attendees were a mix of new aldem
“seasoned” members; highlights from this winter eveficki
climbing “The Arch” with one arm, Hamish teachinguyng Kyle
power breathing, and the new 25 foot Jolly Jumbpat was added
for our last evening.

Gravity Adventures gives the KMC a 25% discount wiae buy
passes in bulk, so climbing nights are a great ¢&ahbing
nights will restart in November after the weathleases us
indoors again — watch for the announcement.

Doug Brown.

The KMC 2007 Executive: Contacts:

Chair

Vice

Treasurer
Secretary
Conservation
Winter Trips
Summer Trips
Cabins & Trails
Mtnrg. School
Hiking Camp

Climbing Camp
Website
Entertainment
Newsletter

Steven Miros
Doug Brown

Norm Truant

Leah Zoobkoff

Kim Kratky

Dave Jack

Vicki Hart

Ted Ibrahim

Sandra McGuinness

Don Harasym and/or
Kay Medland

Doug Brown
Doug Brown
Bryan Reid
Eliane Miros

» Membership Annual Duas Individual (19 yrs & up) $41 Couple/Family $40+féfson Send
complete membership/waiver form to KMC Memberstifd1 Granite Rd Nelson BC V1L6V3 To
receive information by e-mail or to give us youdegss/e-mail/phone changes please contact
membership@kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» Library« Sandra McGuinness

» E-mail update« Contact members-owner@kootenaymountaineerin@bc.c

» KMC Presideni« president@kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» KMC (Correspondencedy Box 3195 Castlegar BC V1N 3H5

» KMC website www.kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» Newsletter submissioré Eliane Miros newsletter@kootenaymountaineeringdc.

» Newsletter Editorial Policw We encourage all submissions of writings, cartodrswings, book 4§
website reviews and trip reports. Suitability farbfication is at editor’s discretion. Articles and
advertisements may be edited for clarity and lengttvertising must be thought to be of interest to
members in regard to the outdoors, especially lpcdlill use discretion for commercial endeavors.




2007 KMC Climbing Camp

The Van Horne Névé

Location:
The 2007 KMC Climbing Camp will be located on the west side of the Van Horne Névé,
approximately 25 km south of Rogers Pass in the Southern Selkirks.

Camp Overview:

We will helicopter into a base camp on the west side of the range in the vicinity of 82L/9
| 626568 (NAD27) at around 7300 feet. This location offers access to a number of

.o moderate general mountaineering objectives including: Tomatin, Findhorn, False

] ] Findhorn, Purity, Battle Overlook, Oz, and a number of unnamed peaks. Routes vary

Purity Mountain from straightforward class 3 snow climbs to class 4 rock scrambles, with extensive

glacier travel required.

This camp offers considerably more moderate objectives than previous year's camps, and is suitable for less experienced
climbers.

Map: 82 N/4 Illecillewaet and 82 N/3 Mount Wheeler.
Guidebook: Selkirks South, David P. Jones.
Dates: July 22 — July 29, 2007.

Cost:

Climbing Camp is run on a cost recovery basis. Total cost is dependent on the number of participants and exact helicopter
costs, but is estimated it will be in the range of $300-$400 per person. Participants will be limited to 80 pounds of gear per
person. A $100 non-refundable deposit must accompany camp applications.

Age Restriction:
The minimum age for participants is 19 years as of the date of camp.

About Climbing Camp:

The Kootenay Mountaineering Club does not act as a guide service at its climbing camps. Rather, it merely facilitates
transportation of members into remote, rugged wilderness areas where one's activities must be governed by the level of
experience one possesses in such an environment. Previous climbing experience is mandatory.

More Information:
For more information, contact Doug Brown. Pictures and application form are available at:
http://www.kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca/climbingcamp2007.html.

Registration:

Camp size will be limited to a maximum of 12 people. Applications will be accepted on a first-mailed, first-accepted basis.
Camp will be open to KMC members only until May 1, 2007 when it will be open to the general public. Please note that the
previous two climbing camps have been full, so if you want to come, don't dilly-dally about getting your application in.

To apply for climbing camp, go to http://www.kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca/climbingcamp2007.html, and download and
print the application form (link in the “Registration” section), fill it in and mail it along with your non-refundable $100
deposit cheque (payable to the KMC) to:

Kootenay Mountaineering Club,
3939 Malina Road,
Nelson, B.C. V1L 6X6




ATTENDING CLUB TRIPS

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRIP INITIATORS

Before thetrip:

1. Do not undertake organization of a trip beyoodrycapabilities. Change the objective or arramgafother coordinator.

2. Be familiar with the area (unless the trip ipleratory in intent). If you have not done the diimecently, a recce a few

weeks before the trip is an excellent idea. Taleople familiar with the area; check the guidelsoad Newsletters, old Karabiners, CAJ
journals, Parks Branch, Forest Service, etc.

3. Download or photocopy the daily trip registratform. Pick up or ensure the necessary equiprse the trip: Ice axes, crampons, Pieps, first aid
kit, and repair kit. Make arrangements for hutspsites, and registration as required.

4. Notify a responsible person where you are gaimgjwhen you will be coming back. Tell them when yeturn!

Choosing and organizing the party:

5. The coordinator has full authority to reject @amg he or she feels is unsuited for the trip. Forendlifficult trips ask people unknown to you what
their qualifications are and who they have climinith.

6. Explain to people what the trip entails: howfidifit, how strenuous, what equipment is neededs iBrespecially important for newcomers, who
may not understand the need for proper boots ar e gear.

7. The coordinator arranges the most economicabiusars. Each passenger should pay a reasonalglerpion of the gas and oil expenses of the

trip.

8. Make clear arrangements for the assembly opéiney at an easily recognizable place at a deftiite. Wait a reasonable time for latecomers.

On thetrip:
9. Before leaving the cars, check that everyorea@ally anyone inexperienced, is properly equipdémbse who are not should not start out.
10. On many trips it is a good idea to appointrahgerson who comes last and makes sure no stradalleby the wayside. The end person
generally carries the first aid kit. In a large gpa second coordinator may be desirable to cteesttagglers.
11. Set a pace that allows the party to stay tegetioth going up and coming down. Space rests $o prevent straggling! With large parties, count
numbers once in a while to make sure everyondlisogether.
12. The coordinator doesn't need to remain in fpoatiding he or she can maintain control of thehypa'he coordinator and all experienced
members have a responsibility to give instructmthe less experienced. Team less experienced memtib more experienced members.
13. All decisions should be made with a marginadéty. When in doubt, use common sense and acceptathl procedure.

- allow enough time for the trip; start early.

- rope up befora difficult section.

- turn back when necessary: difficulties, a weaityp lack of time, weather, fatigue, etc.

- watch for avalanche and rock fall hazard, anéexordingly.

- in wet or cold weather watch for hypothermigaorly clad individuals.

- stay in touch with the group’s feelings and eesthem.
14. The coordinator should stay at the cars uméihyone is down.

After thetrip

15. Return club equipment promptly so next party ase it.

16. Send a trip report to the newsletter editor.

17. Send the daily trip outing waiver form to thép§ Chairman

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPANTS

1. Ensure your abilities are up to the trip's diffty. Use the trip grading system on the schedule.

2. Phone the coordinator 48 hours in advance throogour attendance.

3. Show up on time and be prepared physically, allgnand equipment-wise for the outing you arengadn. Sign the daily trip waiver/ registration
form.

4. Return rented/borrowed equipment promptly.

5. Share expenses.

IN CASE OF AN ACCIDENT

1. The coordinator should consider the severityiengdications of the accident, the remaining hagatle terrain, and the availability of resources

when deciding what to do next.

2. The coordinator should ensure that everyonesepit safety is maintained and danger is mininézeid consistent with emergency activities.

3. If help is needed, the coordinator should orgaain orderly expedition.

4. If conditions permit, witnesses should stayhi@ area to provide any necessary information trueepersonnel.

5. All party members should (1) inform the perspi{scharge of any special abilities; (2)ensurertben safety and, if their help is not requiredys

clear of rescue activities; (3) cooperate with gore involved in emergency operations.

6. If the accident is serious enough to warranigheracuation, contact the nearest ambulance dfifR@etachment who will dispatch a helicopter witt
first aid attendant.



