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» Information: Mountain School Tech
Tips, Mountaineering & Self Reliance

» Activities:

Club Trip ReportsMel Deanna, Fry
Creek Canyon, Five Mile Basin, Galeng
Trail, Ymir Mt., Pulpit Rock & Beyond,
Mt.Faith, Esmeralda/Cond/Giant’s
Kneecap, Mt.Spiers, Gray's Pk., Grassy
Mt., Baldy Mt., Mt.John Carter/Glory
Basin/Enterprise Pass/Kokanee Lodge,
Mt.Loki, Nilsik/Lemon Creek Trail,
Meadow Mt.

Other Trip Reportavit.Cornfield,
Dennis Meadow, Mt.Brennan, Big Eddyj|
Crk Headwaters, Ladybird Mt., Bluejoin
Mt., Info on How to visit Edgewood fronf
Grand Forks, Giant's Kneecap/
Esmeralda/Cond, Kokanee Grand
Traverse, Blacktail Mt., Mt.Rainier,
Enchantments Lakes.

the seminars. In this way everyone could discusseasts and concerns raised
during the “Workshops” thereby giving the FMC “exéuge” direction for the
upcoming year.

- A Special AGM will be held sometime in thelfapon the posting of the FMC
reorganization resolutions that were agreed upomglthe meeting.

Other issues dealt with included:

- Legal Liability and Risk management for FM@ s — issues around waivers,
insurance, and trip planning.

- Land use and non-motorized recreation valuessons learned and application for
Fraser Valley, West Kootenay etc. - reviewed washealin the Sea to Sky and GBRAP,
and work presently being done in the Fraser Vabdyelp advance efforts in the
Kootenays etc.

-Funding and Development options for FMC —fficial issues/realities of the FMC and
possible options for fundraising etc.

-Membership fees.

-FMC organization/governance structure. Therani identified need for changing or
updating the organization and governance structuttee FMC. Communication and
decision-making with respect to efficient and effexzaction on regional issues was a
concern. The workshops reviewed the current coramjitoposal and looked at the
concerns and alternatives with the aim being tmgkahe structure this year.

-Reviewing and revising the Executive Direstecope and time use for the upcoming
year. Currently a large percentage of this timeemetgy is spent on advocacy.

Federation Of Mountain
Clubs (FM C) Annual
General Meeting

The FMC AGM was held at the
Baker St. Inn in Nelson on June
23°. The meeting began at 9am
with guests from Prince George,
Vancouver Island and the lower
mainland. The various reports,
Finances etc. were given by the
delegates and Federation busing
was attended to. These should 4
in the upcoming issue of
Cloudburst.

The meeting was tactfully

adjourned to after lunch and afte

r

Several Kmcers and Executive were present andgadgkin the course of the day. The
discussions on Legal Liability and Risk manageni@nEMC Clubs (waivers, minors,
insurance, and trip planning) were extremely infatire and useful for the KMC.

I will relay the summation of the meeting whersiivailable. Thank you to all who
attended.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU: This weekend was very successfSeveral people
gave up their weekend for wilderness advocacy aogintaineering. Did you
know that the FMC spends about 75% of its resouroesdvocacy? | would like
to thank the people who helped make it so.

Doug Brown did a lot of the legwork to get the evgoing. Bryan Reid and
friend did an excellent job of setting up the l@salincluding getting things going
at both the Friday evening Social and the SatuBB. They also did a lot of the
tidying up after both events. Thank you to Ted homa, Doug Brown, Sandra

rdgdcGuinness and Sylvia Smyth who provided the Hsllétvould also like to thank the

esSheppards who provided the shuttle from the Caatlagport on Friday afternoon.

Thank you also to the several other KMCers whoreffebillets and help

Bryan Reid arranged for our Friday evening guestker Dr. David Paetkau from
Wildlife Genetics International. Dr. Paetkau putaoshort talk about Grizzly bear genetics
and how genetics provides a solid foundation feurferland protection and corridors. It
was extremely well received by all in the group.

"Success is not counted by how high you have climbed but by how

many people you brought with you."

- Will Rose.



August Library News:
The Members Have It

N2

AV

Mostly Mountains by Mary Woodwand, an illustrated
chronology of Mary Woodward's (if you don't know Na
youreally don't get out enough) travels in the mountair
from 1991 to 2003. | really enjoyed this booKs #asy
reading, wonderfully illustrated and all about dier

trips in our own area. Thanks to Mary and her fafar
the donation of this book to the KMC library.

If you have been
wondering what people in
KMC have been up to,
check out three of the new
books/journals in the KMC
library.

The Purcell Suitedited by K. Linda Kivi, and featuring
stories by our own Hamish Mutch and Martin Carger i
another one of MAA Press' exemplary productions.
Every mountaineer should complete Hamish's Farnha
Tower quiz.

Finally, this year's Canadian Alpine Journal feasumwo

articles by Doug Brown, one the story of the MazZetaty
on Bugaboo Spire, the second a record of the KM 20
Gold Range climbing camp.

>

In Search of Ancient British Columbia
by Barbara Huck

Book Review

Discover the Geology, Paleontology and Archeolagy o
southern British Columbia.

Explore B.C. like never before. From Yoho NatioRakk’s
Takakkaw Falls to Nootka Sound on Vancouver Islandld
westcoastln Search of Ancient British Columbia is packed
with information and filled with stunning photogtap dozens
of maps and full driving directions for more tha301sites.

Published by Heartland Associates Box 103 RPO Quryd
Winnipeg, MB R3M 3S3

Full color Softcover 304p 7X10 Retail Price:$29.95
Receive 40% off with orders of 5 or more [-$17.97paok]

To order: Tel.204-475-7720 emaéittland@mts.net

Orders will be invoiced — Payment on receipt (Clesgor

July Mountain School Tech Tips:
How Not To Win When Rolling the Dice

I have a friend who subscribes to the “slot machine
theory” of accidents in the mountains. Pull thadia and
get one lemon, nothing happens, two lemons, nothing
happens, but get three lemons in a row and you're a
winner. The lemons in this case are bad decisiiMeke
one bad decision, and you'll likely get away with i
compound the first mistake with a second, andgaili'll
walk away, but pull three bad decisions in a romg gou
could just be a winner.

L.:T\/Iost mountain accidents result not from one wildlqof
fate, as we'd like to believe, but a series of tecisions
or judgments that build one upon another until $bimg
finally goes terribly wrong. Often, the initial ers are
small and easily brushed aside, like starting pmal
climb at 9 am instead of 5 am, taking a wrong mrihe
trail on the way in, or simply failing to discussead of
time how you'll handle a situation with your growpen
one member of the party gets separated from the res
Pretty much every mountain traveler has heardfthe o
repeated quote:Good judgment comes from experience.
Experience comes from bad judgmaefit@aining
experience and good judgment in the mountains dhoul
not necessarily entail epic escapes, near deaitiesnts,
and an increasing spiral of bodily injuries. Graltiu
increasing the technical and physical difficultyyotr
mountain trips, choosing experienced partners gaitd
mountain sense and judgment skills, and practibcasic
skills until they are second nature are all ways th
climbers, hikers and scramblers can gain experience
without losing limbs. Most important of all, howey is
an honest appraisal of our own judgment and dewsio
and the ability to admit we have made a mistake céh
then move ahead and use what mountain guides call
“error correction” to move our trip back into ausition
where we are operating within acceptable margins of
safetyg)

(1) Evan Hardin
(2) Technical Handbook for Professional Mountain @gid

* * * * *

"Learn from the mistakes of others - you
won't live long enough to make them all
yourself" - Unknown

money orders).



MOUNTINEERING & SELF-
RELIANCE

Self-reliance means being able to cope with mosh®alities
that may befall you. You owe it to yourself as wadlthose with
id/ improvised carries/ security on difficult orraplicated
ground/ rope techniques and evacuation. Keep irddraf the
equipment that would help you survive the condg&igou may
be subjected to.

It isyour responsibility to be prepared for any eventuality.
This means being committed to self-reliance fromdhtset.
Preventing Accidentsis a big pert of this. Incidents largely
happen due to human errors of judgment or arise &dack of
understanding or skills.

Use the following to guide you: Be aware of yoewdl of skill/
experience/ understanding and choose routes angtydi
Thorough route planning, including identifying altative
routes is all-important. Ensure you have adedjirsteaid or
survival skills. Ensure you are adequately equigpethe
conditions.

Make good navigational decisions and 'on the giotoute
choices. Keep people informed. Rely on skillg,teohnology
L ear n the basics of map reading and compasswork and use
GPS navigation aids as a back up, not asa primary tool.

ACCIDENT AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURE To
witness an accident can be unnerving, even foexperienced
mountaineer. The more serious accidents can be very
frightening and can cause shock. In this stats,difficult for
anyone to make sound judgments and decisions alt@itto
do for the best, especially if unprepared. For tb&son, it is

you to be competent at what you are tackling armbpe with
any misfortune to the best of your ability. Ledne skills of
self rescue - mountain first a

prudent to have a prepared set of actions thatrttegycarry as
part of an aide memoir or be adequately rehearsediitlined
below is a procedure, which might help you manage a
incident:

First, ensure your own safety and that of the oegour party.
Attend to Airway, Breathing and Circulation of cafiy. Make
quick assessment of injuries - treat as neces$ngvide
shelter and comfort for casualty and group - idgtdication
and mark it with bivvy bag/ group shelter or simildecide
whether you can deal with the situation yourselfeguire
outside assistance. If in doubt, always be cautimascall the
emergency services. Write down the position ofabedent
site including grid reference, injuries, time otment and
weather.

OPTIONS: - In order to make difficult decisions absuch
situations, equip yourself with as much knowledge skills as
possible. Self Help - available resources/ avilgleople/
limited range due to distance and or terrain. Senfibr Help -
who to send/ where to send to/ relevant informatiobe
carried/how long it will take/ care for the restgobup.

OTHER WAYSTO HELP Go on a course to increase your
skills - First Aid, Self Rescue, Winter Skills, Ngation. Make
regular donations to Mountain Rescue.

Based on the Mountaineering Council of Scotlandrimftion
Sheet

BACKCOUNTRY ROAD
CLOSURES

Theroad up the west side of Kinbasket
L ake, which provides access to the
northern Selkirks - Adamants, Fairy

1700.

Meadow, Sir Sandford, Alphabet Group, CAMP STOVESAND CO

etc is badly washed out in 7 places. The POISONING

pictures | have seen suggest even ATVsGeoff Powter, Canadian Alpine Journal
won't be getting up. BC Timber Sales is editor, has an article about the deaths ¢
considering their options and will decide Claire Dixon and Cornelius (Kees)

by July. One option will be to abandon  Brenninkmeyer in the current issue of
Exploremagazine. Claire and Kees dieq

the road, as repairs would cost on the

slides. Assessments are being done andSciences, Libin Cardiovascular Institute.
preference is that no traffic be allowed. Calgary.
For updates phone Daryl Crowley at 426-

FOR SALE

Feathercraft K2 Expedition

The ultimate 2 man folding kayak
fusing the latest technology including
radio frequency welded seams,
magnesium/aluminum frame and sea
socks. For specs go to

order of $500,00(oug Brown, June 15 somewhat mysteriously on the Wapta
Icefield last January. As Geoff's article
Glacier Creek road has been closed by reveals, it seems that the initial cause g
the Ministry of Forests. The road is quitedeath was likely carbon monoxide
badly washed out and impassable poisoning from their cookstove. Anyone

downstream of the "Gabrowsky Ranch". who camps and cooks in the backcountry

Ministry of Forests is planning to restore should pick up the latest issueBitplore
the access to a light vehicle status (2 WQo learn more. Thought this article is
High Clearance) hopefully by mid worth reading. Remember they were in
August. snow shelter, not a tent.

www.feathercraft.com.
Used 2 hours.
fList price including GST/PST is $6950.
Asking $6000. Please call Barb or Ron
rat 250-999-9999

* kX

MSR Whisperlite Stove and gas

abottle. Used once. Call Carole

at 250-999-9999

From Debbie Ritchie RN MN, Research
Bugaboo Road, The road is closed Coordinator, Department of Cardiac

indefinitely due to several recent mud




Trip
Reports

Mel Deanna Trail, April 1

This was the first scheduled hike of the seasomyroip of 21
came out for the 5 km trip along this easy natraik tWe saw
many glacier lilies in the sunny sections at thgifm@ing of the
trail but as we dropped to the shaded Champion poeda
patches of snow were encountered. The ponds atli¢e but a
few Wood Ducks, Mallards and Mergansers were sitéddany

the Lodge and our vehicles down Ymir Basin. Theafanow
provided a lot of bum and bootskiing along the wagod
weather, views and companions made for an enjoyakée
We were John Beerbower, David Cunningham, Stevendyii
Bess Schuurman, and coordinator, Ray Neumar.

Galena Trail, June 2

This outing provided a wonderful walk with littléegation
change, flowers and greenery, and the rivers rgnmigh on a
sunny day. Crossing the first bridge at the Saredat) the water
was a foot below the bridge deck.

At the ruins of the Alamo mining smelter, timeagking its toll.
The manager’s house on the hill is pretty well dawvenow. But
further along towards New Denver the flumes thainctelled
the water for electricity are still visible on thanyon wall

bird songs were heard as we enjoyed a lunch iImaysspot by 455 the creek. Where the trail branches, thegli®to go
the first shelter. Instead of listing all on thigtl am submitting yown towards Carpenter Creek and on into New Derover

this photo py Gordon Meisngrof some of today’s
participants taken at a viewpoint. CoordinatordCBotasnyk.

Fry Creek Canyon, May 19

Nine of us today for this fine spring hike. It toldss than three

hours to the beach/gravel bar, the traditional hustop.

staying on the upper trail, which ends at thehesd by the
New Denver Public Works Yard. We chose the uppetero

In retrospect, we had a pleasant 2%2-hour walkitithided the
cable car ride at Alamo and a lunch stop.

We were Joe Fyfe & Addie, Robin Lidstone & Choidex &
Kathleen Nichol, and myself, Bess Schuurman.

Ymir Mt., 2398m. 7867', June 6

In spite of heavy rainfall warnings eight hikergied me on my
annual excursion to Ymir Mt. The snow is quickly
disappearing on the ski hill but still lots in YnBowl. Snow
conditions were good for making steps and fun cgndiown. It
was very foggy pretty much all the way and luncls Wwad with
no view in sight, which was unfortunate for peopteo had not
been here before, but better than the predictadathi

Hikers were Maurice De St. Jorre, Don Harasym, Jantvey,
John Liddington, Robin Lidstone, Laura Ranallo, blan
Selwood, Larry Wunder, and Mary Woodward, coordinat

Pulpit Rock and Beyond, June 9

Discussion during lunch separated the group. Theagled back The day was cloudy and perfect for a walk up, gmdand up.

to Johnson's Landing, two relaxed at the gravehhdrfour of
us went on to Carney Creek. The weather was vertaltl we
only needed to don rain gear occasionally. A laggsr in
Kaslo and pleasant drive home ended the day.

Mary Woodward.

Five-Mile Basin Ridge, May 23
We met at 8:00 am in Nelson and were hiking by 8T4tere
was firm snow almost from the Whitewater

Lodge. We took the old Silver King T-bar route @hdn the
White Queen ski trail near the Silver King chdit i the ridge.
This was followed nearly to Half-Dome where we &sed
below it to the Five-Mile Basin ridge. Two stoppegdthe first
peak for a break and lunch, while three of us veento the
furthest peak. We met up at the first peak anddikehe col
between Half-Dome and Ymir Peak. We made our wak ba

[From 555m. up to 1690m. at the CBC tower]. Deéilyinot a
“B” hike, as much of it goes nearly straight upeThst third of
the trail had several trees across the steepdrailsome snow
patches that we walked through.

These were the challenges, but a very pleasanwvaghad with
great views looking down over Nelson and along Kpaly
River and lake. It was nice to see the large Camafliag at the
“flag pole” area.

Again a lot of flowers and bushes were in bloom.

At 8:45 am we started with 6 hikers. One stoppdeludpit
Rock, a first time visit there. Five of us wenttorthe CBC
Tower. There was a suggestion made that the paitythere
for the leader to pick them up by car, as thegerisad down
from the tower.

The hike took 4 hours up and nearly as long toayed

We were Ted lbrahim, Keith Stephenson, Anna Thiykichelle
Troughton, Sherry Watson, and myself Bess Schuurman
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Mt. Faith, 2279m., June 9

Nine ramblers turned out for what could be a sdgigyto Mt
Faith. This might be the first club trip to thisryevorthwhile
summit in the Cascades. Please correct us if weviamg.

For the Blueberry—Paulson Hwy access to Mt FaittiveDHwy
#3 42 km past Castlegar. Go right on the PaulsdoudéRd just
before reaching the Paulson Bridge. A few metefsrbdhe rail
grade take the well-marked McRea Rd on the righ6f6 km to
the abandoned rail-stop of Farron. It was herewlgasaw a
very large brown bear foraging in the brush aldrig $ection.
At Farron the road crosses the KVR railbed and ineso'Dog
Rd”, and heads downhill. [1.7 km later you will ioat a culvert
and trail going off to your left. This is the tr&ad Peter Lake.]
The bridge across Dog Creek was rebuilt last sunafter an
obviously gigantic washout. The road is very good &
marked by red and white km markers. There is onerspur on
a switchback. Ignore the spur and continue lefthep
switchback. At approximately 20 km there is anofbaction
going to the right and marked “Faith Rd.” Followatthe
branch at 24 km. Here you are just below and ddhiedasin
leading up to Mt Faith. You cannot see Mt. Faitlr, the
adjoining peak, Mt Hope, on its southeast flankifie®
northwest is the ridge you will use for access taHslith.
Continue along the road on the right and very sooss the
South Faith Creek bridge (signed); ignore the sputhe right;
and finish up at a landing in the bottom of a cleatrat 28 km.
This puts you on the north side of South Faith Kreleere we
parked our two vehicles. We worked our way westward
paralleling the creek, and upwards through theltatk. There
was minor brush and snow patches en route. We sthuglong
southwest-northeast ridge leading to Cowpaddy LAkehis
ridge gains elevation it narrows and becomes mistandt.
There are several ups and downs on the ridge. Mekias
pleasantly visible across the valley to the soMthCharity, to
the northwest, has a metal green cone on its surBoain Mt
Faith appeared. There were numerous flowers orvénis
pleasant ridge walk and the views to the south \weos. The
northern and western skies were heavily cloudedwafedered
if the rain would hold off.

The small “Cowpaddy Lake”, surrounded and partiatlyered
with snow, definitely had a browned look to it. Taevere a lot
of cow paddies around. There was also evidenedat may
be a good trail-partially obscured by the snownfrthe lake up
to the col and further west into the Granby valley.

From the Faith-Hope col it is an easy scramble dptand
grass slope to the summit. There was considelesgysnow on
the mountain from last year’s exploratory done cayM0 and
ice axes were not required on this trip. Vicky pld@ register
on the summit.

We were able to see segments of the Arrow Lake Glddy
and Mt Gladstone were evident. Siwash Mtn and @rass
couple of large peaks, probably Bluejoint Mt and@avere
visible under black clouds to the west.

After a shortened lunch due to the cold wind weaced our
steps down the summit and along the ridge. Theaaught up
to us and accompanied us back to the vehiclesridige slowly
petered out and we continued down its treed shotibde clear-
cut. As on the exploratory there is a tendencyottog far left
but the group easily found its way to the cut blatove the
vehicles.

The possibility of doing all three summits in oregyds
interesting.

We were John Beerbower, Vicky Hart, Sandra McGusne
Shannon Naylor, Coby Van Der Gaast, Jill WatsonyMa
Woodward. Initiators Eliane & Steven Miros.

Esmeralda Peak 9150', Cond Peak 9190' and
Giant's Kneecap 9137, June 10

The weather forecast is “rain easing to showetkean
afternoon”. We met at 7am at the Kokanee GlaciedrRand it
is raining. The rain lets up by the time we ar@ehe Gibson
Lake parking area. This is a good sigh and a saefrce
encouragement.

Our group started hiking at 7:55am. The mountaiasew
cloaked in low cloud and the temperature was peftea brisk
walk.

Continuous snow was encountered at the Keyholigureition,
Firm snow made for an efficient climb to the Keyhaind then
to the top of Esmeralda by 11:15am. Thick fog ebtited the
surrounding mountains. A quick snack, signing tiramit
register, then pushing on to Cond by noon. We hawveh on
Cond and cheer as the occasional opening in thesleveals a
piece of the surrounding mountains. Brief vistagntgone.
Our original plan was to carry on to Kokanee Peakthen exit
via the Kokanee/Gray's col. We change the plantdymor
visibility and head for Giant’'s Kneecap, reachitgsummit at
1:30pm. {There is only room for 2 people at a tiat¢he
summit rock}.

The weather socks in again as we return to the #leydnd
them back to sunshine as we glissade [*butt-ska¥ud to the
Kokanee Lake trail.

A quick walk out gets us to our vehicle be 4:00pie are a
happy, contented group who feel good about be#tiag
weather forecast.

The group: David Cunningham, Micha Forestell, D&vant,
Vicki Hart, Jen Kyler, Caroline LaFace, John Lidgtion, Robin
Lidstone, Alex Walker, Mary Woodward and Gene Vartk)
coordinator.

Mt. Spiers, 2522m. 8274', June 16

The weather looked promising for this outing intspf a wet
forecast. From the Koch Creek Road the group afrbge up
the Grizzly Creek FSR for 37 km. There were a feep
waterbars on the last couple of km but otherwigertlad was
good. We took the left branch at km 37 for a haif kVe
parked at the first switchback. Mt Spiers showalitsompletely
from here. Surprisingly it was pretty well clearsofow.

We crossed the creek and headed north, throudivetyeeasy
brush and old skid trails, for what was Mt Spieesterly rocky
ridge. At the north end of this relatively youngdst there
begins a considerable amount of elevation gairutjitr@ steep
treed slope. We followed animal trails, openingthm forest,
rock outcroppings and the occasional grassy paicheast to
the ridge. From here it is rock pile and firm sngaiches all the
way to the summit.

There are several lakes on each side of the mouaital the
views were very good with relatively high cloud eov



Kokanee Glacier is easily discernable. Airy Mtoffto the
east. We had a long lunch and returned by the samte. It was
a quick descent and took an easy 5 hours. A newn$um
register was placed in the cairn.

The Russel Creek valley has been used in ascettts of
mountain. It would be interesting to try the moumtaom this
north approach. A visit to Russel Lake, whichigdlen from
the Spiers summit by a small knoll, could thenrmorporated
into the trip. From Russel it may also be possibleead over
the ridge to the Shakers Cabin that is northeaAirgf

We were Michael Brewster, Caroline Dahlen, Davengrdoan
Harvey, Vicki Hart, Ted Ibrahim, Jennifer Kyle, @&ne
LaFace, John Liddington, Robin Lidstone, Shannoyldda
Delia Roberts, Jill Watson, Mary Woodward, and dauators
Eliane and Steven Miros.

6ray's Peak, 2753m. 9032', June 17

It was what appears to be typical weather for #newe climb
Grays. Itrained all night. There was a severativa warning
on the weather channel. In the morning there waataof blue
sky so we started the hike.

Snow levels are receding fast and as this is athées best
done when there is lots of snow we decided to go.

There was a little snow at the Gibson lake parkindput not
until above 6500’ did we travel consistently onveno

It was raining or snowing all the way to Gray's. @ the col it
was very windy and cold. Crossing the glacientireds were
S0 strong that at times it was difficult to staqlight. Visibility
was very poor. Most of the people on the hike viensiliar
with the route and so navigation was not a probldime
summit was attained, touched and then we started ttmking
for shelter from the wind.

We considered climbing Kokanee Peak but decidedsthae
we could not see it we should leave it for anottey.

Most people seemed excited by the trip and invigoray the
conditions.

We were Vicky Hart, Ken Holmes, Caroline LaFacdynlo
Liddington, Bert Port, Gene Van Dyck, Mary Woodwgaadd
David Cunningham, coordinator.

6rassy Mt., 2120m. 6950°, June 17

Seven hardy souls braved rain, fog and wind toréae KMC
hut on Grassy Mountain. We met at the CastlegaghV&cale
at 8:30am and drove up to the Bombi Summit wheréeamed
up with Marilyn. The group loaded into 2 high-cisace
vehicles then drove in 6 kilometers on the mairvgraoad.
There we took a side road for one kilometer totthi#head on
South Grassy. By 9:50am everyone was geared ugr@and
headed up through brush on an overgrown loggind. rdo&ear
the trailhead a spruce grouse strutted its finengatiumage.
The group reached the summit of South Grassy alge trail
entrance at 11:00am. Fog and low cloud cut vigjttib about
50 meters. The ridge trail had been traversedaréverse
direction earlier that morning by a grizzly bearosh huge paw
prints were still evident in the snow. On the gdmd just
above the cabin we met 2 hunters. They had betfretcabin
and we found it toasty warm at 11:45am. We hadHun the
cabin once we rebuilt the fire. The fog lifteddily to give us a

view of the Erie Creek drainage from the Cabin.12t15pm
we closed up the cabin and headed back up todge.riwe
elected not to go to Grassy summit due to the lowccand fog.
On the return hike we spooked a blue grouse iriatpe During
the hike we admired the fresh bear grass, pairttbausphur
buckwheat, valerian, glacier lily, spring beaugykispur,
elderberry, and anemones. Just as we reacheoptiué the
scree slope the cloud lifted to give us a panoratieiv to the
south. We reached the trailhead and returnedrteehicles by
2:10pm. We were wet and muddy but pleased to bajmyed
the flowers, the grouse, and each other’s company.

We were Ed and Hazel Beynon, Janice Gilbert, Maryssell,
Michelle Troughton, and coordinators Pat and Albegpard.

Baldy Mt., 2320m. 7620°, June 20

Thirteen KMC members met at the Ymir Store & Caf8am.
From here we drove 16km up the Wild horse CreeldRoal
parked at an elevation of 4250feet.

The hiking started at 9am. Heading due east weeddlme first
400 vertical feet by climbing up an old cut-bloéthove the
cut-block we entered an open cedar forest whidieda® 5300’
elevation. A bushwhack through low bush got us&@® where
we contoured right into an open rocky basin.

From the basin we scrambled to a col (6600’) onstinghwest
ridge of Baldy Mountain. The ridge was then follalxte the
summit which was reached at 12:30pm. (Loose quedtdcks
on the summit ridge required caution).

An enjoyable lunch on the summit with clear sky gneht
views.

Departing the top at 1pm we retraced our up-rontkveere
back at the vehicles at 4pm thus ending an enjeyady in the
mountains. “Every step was a joy”

The group: Ross Bates, Dave Grant, Ted IbrahimsHater
Korn, Eliane Miros, Steven Miros, Ray Neumar, LaR&mallo,
Terry Simpson, Jill Watson, Mary Woodward, Larry kder,
and Gene Van Dyck, coordinator.

Mt. John Carter, Glory basin, Enterprise
Pass, Kokanee Lodge, June 24

After a very productive and interesting Federat@iriMountain
Clubs’ day on Saturday, the KMC offered a coupleuings to
our out-of-town guests. Sandra McGuinness led ttod@an
trip. The few who didn’t have to leave early on 8ay joined
us for this trip.

We signed our trip waivers at the Safeway meetlaggrand
were off in two vehicles. Did you know that by sigg at the
meeting place you remove a considerable amourhteof t
“duress” associated with the person compared torgicat the
trailhead? One of the things clarified in the waigisscussion
group the previous day.

The day seemed promising and we made our way, K&M€,p
to Kokanee Lake. One of the participants, Dave Kiragl been
here twice in the early sixties with the VOC (Vay€dutdoors
Club). We took the usual line from behind the out®up to
Mt John Carter. The snow was fairly stiff making lfard step
making. A helicopter made a couple of trips pasfline group
admired the good views (including “the lodge”), goiented,
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signed the register, had some snacks, and thesdnagel
pleasant boot skiing through Glory Basin. The tirain Lemon
Pass to Enterprise was covered with snow but dinok was
made on it. The weather began changing and ocadsion
snowflakes were falling. We reached the lodge ahd should
be sitting on the back steps of the building buh&¥an Dyck,
John Liddington and Dave Grant. This group, alotitty Ray
Neumar, had just completed the circuit from thetwes/hole
over to the Battleship and down to the lodge.

While at the lodge the hut keeper told us thatcaugtof people
walked into the lodge last night after a very, verigerable 9
hours from Gibson Lake. And, by no means were goéyg to
walk back out!!! After obtaining special permissiivpom Parks,
a helicopter flew in to pick up the group. Wow!

The FMC Executive Director Evan obviously made some
mental notes of both the lodge’s “luxuries” and tieed to fly

the parking area. It is now marked. It swalloweiont, right
wheel of one of our vehicles. There may be moteshwaiting
for some weight. Also a few stray branches acttossoad,

and plenty of 'brush’ to add to the scratches.adVése stopping
at the lower parking lot and doing the extra mikeag

Condition of Trail: we followed the Nilsik Creeledil, which is
well marked about 10 minutes into the hike. Agiamtn a short
stretch of abundant foliage the trail was prettgdyjoRemember
that it does fade away once you reach the alpilie.chose to
do the loop and return via the Lemon Creek Tralie creek is
running high and we crossed at the top thus awigieblems
lower down. Crossing at the top is pretty goocessalyou
happen to be 'not tall'. Once across make surégad far
enough (right) away from the creek so as to avoatty, steep,
cliffage. It is still a steep scramble but in grasd dirt. By

ill-equipped people out of where they shouldn'tééeen in the continuing down, parallel to the creek you willfaeed with the
first place. Suffice to note why they were thelNeedless to say odd glitch e.g. not very far after the creek a nfiddshas

our guests were overwhelmed with the “presenceihdda
foregone conclusion, what else could one say?

After a cheery time of socializing we all took leanf the lodge.
We had a good walk back down to the vehicles viithweather
continuously worsening. A good time was had by all.

We were Doug Brown, Vicky Hart, Dave King, Evan ketess,
Steven Miros [reporter], and Kelly Robertson.

Mt. Loki, 2771m. 9080" June 29/30

We caught the 6:10 ferry on Friday night and camatdtie foot
of the trail at the end of Portman Rd at approx®40 We were
up at 4 am and hiking at 4:50 am. This early stegant we
could set a leisurely pace and still accomplish our
objective. Most people were exhilarated by theyeardrning
hiking. It was overcast most of the day. Thers adight snow
falling for the last hour to the summit. We enciauad a crew
from Kaslo who were working on the trail. The "gosdrk™ is
gradually improving due to use and the hard wortheftrail
crew. There were only occasional views when tbeds parted
but people seemed happy just to spend the day ahig/h
becoming an old friend. We were on the summit adol0:30
and back to the cars around 3:30.

We were Vicky Hart, Caroline LaFace, Steven MifBsss
Schuuman, Brian Simpson, Gene Van Dyck, Mary Woadwa
and coordinator, David Cunningham.

Nilsik Creek - Lemon Creek Trail, July 14
Anyone wishing to use the Lemon Creek Access Roayl lme
interested in an update on its condition:

As Forestry advised, the road is open to high ateze, 4 or 2-
wheel drive vehicles. Lumpy, bumpy here and tipdus loose
(small) rocks at a couple of narrow parts. Theyegy hazard is
halfway up, right-hand side, on a corner: a ldrge/rut that
would swallow a tire. It was more visible on thayndown (on
the left this time!). Parking is adequate at thé/start

of the trail. There is more though: despite belmkers' we
decided we should drive to the upper parking lothait we did
not have to walk the extra. This road to the uggaeking lot is
NOT maintained. There is a major hole a minutscobefore

washed some of the trail away. Observe and firb#st way
onward and hook up with the trail. We also lost ttail a
couple of times due to blow-down. There is a lagd long
stretch of mega-growth (bear grass, devils clut),ad it has
completely covered the trail. But the trail isrtnand you can
see the indentation. Plus now, after the humad, litewill be
more defined. All plain sailing once you hit thedst again.

Some issues that came up are:
SAFETY EQUIPMENT - of the 4 off road (or almost offad)
vehicles that traveled that road not one was eguipyth

when it could have been handy to have a short, ligrowable
rope, of course no one had one.
We were all aware of our uselessness in such atigitu

COMMUNICATION EN ROUTE - often during a hike the
group will split due to preference of travel.

- It was suggested that in these instances it woaldseful to be
equipped with a Radio/Telephone System (ski patydt) that
would keep everyone informed of the whereaboutsifad

level etc. of both parties. Should the club buyps®f
these???? Should we as individuals???

INTERPRETATION OF HIKE RATING - this seems to be an
ongoing problem as everyone puts his or her owa takwhat
constitutes what. For instance, someone will t&a@ hike) as
meaning it is a hike on a trail all the way; wheréanderstand
a 'hike' to mean being upright all the way, anchod on....

| guess it is up to the coordinator to be cleasaioavhat kind of
terrain is involved. Our 'hike' on Saturday wated as C-1.
Had we not had any variations to the day it coadenbeen just
a hike. As it turned out we had plenty of scramdph and
plenty of heat so that the C could have been uggréma 'D’
i.e. 'very strenuous'. Oh to be in the mountains!!

We did have a great day and thanks to everyone...

Jenny Baillie.

Meadow Mountain, 2550m., July 22
Because it was a long drive, we met at Nelson Safet
6:30am. It was 103 km from Nelson to the left tafh
Highway 31 at Meadow Creek {opposite the hotelbsfoost
office}. From this junction, keep right at 3.0 krAt 4.5 km,
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turn left on to Meadow Mountain FSR. At 9.6 kmigfi. At
15.2 km turn right {road marked “not maintained"Fhere is a
cabin on the right at 25.3 km and the Meadow Mounta
Recreation Site is at 26.4 km. We parked at tlagpgsburve in
the road between the cabin and the recreatiomsdevalked
from the corner up to the ridge on Meadow Mountaihere
was no clear trail but it was fairly straight fomgtawith little
bush, but fairly steep until we were on the gragdye. Atthe
top we had excellent views in all directions, altbb there was
some cloud on the top of Mount Cooper. There wesoh

distance of 1% km) to the summit of Mt. Cornfielde reached
the summit at 9:00am.

By this time the weather was changing; gusty wiwdse
picking up and low cloud was obliterating the loocaduntain
tops. Ugly black bottomed clouds were moving inrfrihe
southwest.

A few photos at the summit and then we retracedstaps back
to the skis. A short ski got us back to camp a4Q8m, where
we had an early lunch and packed up.

Departing camp at 11:30am, we had variable skimgmdto the

breeze while we had lunch on the top, but it kkptrhosquitoes road, followed by a gentle shuffle out to the trudke were out

away that we encountered lower down. We walkedndoyw
staying longer on the ridge and then taking arroéd that met
the access road about ¥2 km below the cabin. Wediave a
little further to the high point in the road, andlied up the
grassy ridge on our right to get better views ofuliioCooper.
This was a pleasant, fairly easy day, with abo sotal
vertical, and with very rewarding views.

We were Don Harasym, John Liddington, Robin Lidstdreah
Zoobkoff, and coordinator Ted Ibrahim.

Q her Trip
Reports

These reports are from club members, they arelnbt c
trips. Feel free to submit your special trip refgoftom
your special places.

Mt. Cornfield, 2543m. 7750°, April 23 ¥
Our party of 3 met at the start of the Sitkum CrE8R, 14.5km
east of Nelson. We were able to drive to 7km onSileum
Creek Road, parking at an elevation of approxiryatéDO0’.
Skis and packs were put on at this point and weds&km up
the road on firm wet snow to an elevation of 64@@’this point
we turned left [west] and contoured into an easiafg basin.
Camp was set up at 6900’ [G.R.814023] on a treadtbe
overlooking the head of Sitkum Creek. The remairofi¢he
afternoon was spent exploring the basin and rithggecamp,
and reconnoitring the route to Mt. Cornfield.

A pleasant night was spent in our mountain campak a clear,
windless night.

The next morning saw us up at 5:30am. Leaving caimp
7:00am, we skied to the base of a 7730’ summheetst end
of the “Cornfield Ridge”. Skis were left at the cauth of 7730’
peak and we proceeded on foot, kicking steps toojnef 7730’
[G.R.816033].

From here one descends about 200 vertical feetftiews the
undulating, corniced ridge in a northwesterly diiet (for a

at 1:30pm.
The party consisted of Dave Cunningham, Dave GradtGene
Van Dyck.

Dennis Meadows %

OnMay 21, my dog Rosie joined me in driving 12 km up
Hicks FSR before encountering snow on the roadrelivas
only a 200m transition before reaching continuousis

An easy 3 km of skinning gained us the height ntllat Dennis
Meadows, which at 7500' was about 2000' above ¢hele.
Lots of nice corn to ski: first to the east dowrdQ0to the
bottom of that valley, then back up the other sideve could
enjoy a west facing run. Some more skinning browghback
up to the height of land and a steepish run westdaed us
back towards the truck.

This is a great area for spring skiing becaus¢ésafasy access
(if you time it right), and because there is adbtaried open
terrain.

Bill Sones.

Mount Brennan, 2902m. 9521', June 3 %

| also like to time my ski trips to Mt Brennan. &lly, the access
road should be just free of snow. On Jufiel®u Chioccarello,
Rosie and I, because of the hot weather, optedrf@arly start.
The Lyle creek road was in good shape and snow\iee
reached the trailhnead at 5:30 and the first thingi€&kdid was
surprise a grizzly. Fortunately it ran the otheywaventually.
We hiked up 800" and then booted up snow in the ope
avalanche path the rest of the way to the basimewve donned
our skis (except for Rosie of course who prefers lieet). The
rest of the 5000’ climb to the summit was unevérmtheept for
another grizzly sighting- these 2 were on a hidgeiabout
600m away. As we were approaching the summit, tvaea
solitary set of bear tracks leading down right fribra top! |
guess these bears don't know that they are suppopedfer
low elevations in the spring.

We reached the 9800" summit at 9:00am- my fagtipsyet.
After patting ourselves on the back and eatinghynve
headed down. The unfrozen snow was certainly hbatpur
early start let us avoid major slush issues andhade it back to
the vehicle at 10:30. For those of you interedteel overall Mt
Brennan snowpack was just a bit more than it wakslap 37
last year.

Bill Sones.



Big Eddy Creek Headwaters, May 19-23 4
In the rainy summer of 1999 Hamish Mutch and | $jpen
pleasant week climbing the peaks around the headsvat Big
Eddy Creek. Well, some of the week anyway, adriteia lot
and we spent fair amount of time wandering in fagvarious
goat highways. As | was looking through our pictureealized

Ladybird Mt., 2263m. 7425', May 31

This mountain, which is so close to home (Castlegar
unfortunately does not offer an easy approach themorth.
We began this adventure without a real idea of wieamight
encounter or where we would actually end up. Frasti€gar
we drove up the Pass Creek Road for 10 km to where

that this would be a great place for ski touringstivhen it cameljunctions with the Norns Creek Road. We followeis for 10

time to decide on location of our annual end ofgkieseason
fling 1 told Paul Allen what a great place this is.

In the end there were 6 of us: Paul and Scott Allen
Chioccarello, Ken Holmes, Bert Port, and myselévéh
Horvath. Inclusion of Scott succeeded in lowerimg average
age of the below the old fart limit and brought enderful dose
of youthful enthusiasm to the group.

After a brutal early morning start #hay 19™, a bleary eyed
drive to Revelstoke, a last splurge of “civilizédbd at Frontier
Restaurant and a longer than expected flight [due t
deteriorating weather] we arrived at our campditee weather
seemed to be coming in and we spent most of tkeenaibn
constructing snow walls to protect our tents frox@ seemingly
ever-present wind.

Sunday, May 20, the weather was perfect and after a
somewhat leisurely start we made our way up theigyidoelow
the N face of Schrund Peak. After arriving at adéadbove the
Pyrite Lake we, or rather I, split. As | have attgalimbed
Schrund Peak with Hamish [a new route] and the lvezatas
getting warmer | opted for a ski run before snowlddurn too
soft. | skinned up to below Cat Peak and enjoyed bern most
of the way back to camp. On the way back | stogped
investigate a mysterious shining object we saw foamp.
Somewhat to my disappointment it turned out ndid¢@ UFO
but a food cache for one of the “luxury ski trigghducted by a
commercial operator. The rest of the party sucadigshade

their way to summit o6chrund Peak and they enjoyed a
rather fast descent to camp - “beats the hell bpostholing for
hours” they said.

On MondayMay 21, all of us made our way @at Peak.
We gained the backside of the summit ridge viaraazngly
large wind scoop and were finally able to put aeraxes to
use. The view from top was superb and the run taclmp
one of the best we ever had.

On TuesdayMay 22, Bert, Ken and Lou climbed

Frenchman's Cap. Paul, Scott and | opted for a ski run and
skinned up an unnamed peak across the valley sbadmp.
The run down was amazing - several thousand feet of
uninterrupted fall line corn.

Prior to flying out at noon on May 23, still notuiag had
enough we skinned up to a saddle West of Cat RFehkad yet
another fabulous run down to camp.

Great weather, wonderful company and great skiiggother
perfect trip. | guess we just have to do sometkinglar again.

PS: | believe that this place offers a good locafar a general
mountaineering camp - ample and safe campsitexomaale
glacier travel, and at least 5 peaks over 9000w&hin easy
distance from camp. Steven Horvath.

km to a branch on the left (south) called West lbaalyRd.
After turning, you immediately cross a bridge arféwa meters
past, there is a very grown-in road to the left. pdeked and
followed it through very thick alder for at least@uple of
hours. The general direction was east, then sdatigan
unnamed creek flowing from the northwest side afylard
Mtn. After a while, the peak, which we refer tokesmikaze,
was visible behind us, to the north. There werea8heuts that
obliterated the road for several meters. The r@ese fvas
discernable and as it seemed to be headed in tieeaie
direction we wanted, we stayed on it as the brusbral
seemed an implausible alternative. The road puttasa mature
forest where there was enough firm snow to walkvga.did
know that the peak lay to the southeast, but thegecreek
prevented us from crossing until we were higherAupisible
western shoulder of Ladybird served as a most ipedct
objective for the time being.

We followed the creek until we could safely crdssn solid
snow. Being far up into the basin we thought iesafo climb
the ridge that we had been orienting ourselve we could
make Ladybird from there, great! If not, we weradgto go
home -we still had that thick brush to wade throogtthe way
down to the vehicle! After some fairly steep skégking we
made our way onto the ridge and then to its humgmFhere it
was very apparent that Ladybird was another hoayafter
some greatly appreciated nourishment, we continlieel ridge
dropped a few hundred feet to a small pass - teaveuld use
to shortcut back to where we crossed the creekfrandthere
it was a scurry up to the summit. The views aldng tidge are
actually great and from the summit, excellent. €hre Norns
Range appears majestic just off to the north. Tdinats various
openings you can see the Valhallas. The sky was ver
accommodating and we could see far off in all dioas.
Kokanee Glacier, the Bonnington Range, the RossRarge,
Mt Gladstore, and Mt Faith were all up close.

After a long drawn out snack we began our dest¢ewas quick
travel on firm snow and soon we were back at tlustbroad.
We actually had experienced a very warm breezeibbpw
through the mature forest. The heat here was plypbhlout
30c. Another 2 hours of bushwhacking and we weok bathe
truck.

Total time was 7 hours. There were some cleartouttse
southwest of Ladybird (Cayuse Creek?) and to théhsast of
the peak (Rialto Creek FSR/Keenleyside Dam?) als Weése
may provide alternate road approaches to the mourithe one
we took was horribly brushy and hopefully an easieite might
be found for this very enjoyable mountaintop. Wittavy
brushing, this would be a great route.

Eliane & Steven Miros.



Bluejoint Mt., 2326m, June 14

This was a recce for the Granby area. From ountastab trip
to Mt Faith, it seemed to be the next logical peirstward and
a lookout tower on the top of Bluejoint Mt. wouldbpably
provide relatively easy access.

The directions start beginning with a right turrireg highway
bridge just as you enter Grand Forks. Km 0. This gau on
Granby road and essentially it follows the creekméor 40km
to pavement’s end at Bunchgrass Hill Rd. Here v keft and
drive across the bridge. Immediately on the lefhes Granby-
Burrell Recreation Site. Continue northeast anch sotGranby

FSR” sign shows up. At 54 km there is a Bluejoinbkout FSR

sign. At 57 km continue straight ahead. Here tlaelnwinds up
the mountainside. It is a fairly good road and veatwp to the
56 km point where branches might scratch the faoaly

It was 8 km of good logging road walking. At times had
dark clouds bringing considerably lower temperafued
hail/snow. The last 2 km would have been very bufopy
4x4. There is a parking/campout (no water) arealosking the
valley at road’s end. Form here it was an easytadp 3km
(approx.) to the summit on a good open alpine.titailas
partially obscured by patches of snow. The sumastdnvery
good cement based Forestry Lookout on it. It apgpembe still
used in the dry season. There was a heli landidgar
[actually two] of those green towers there as well.

The views here were super. To the SE is Mt Faith ®id
Glory right behind it on the horizon. Gladstone wé#go its
south. To the SW were Almond Mtn and Gable Mtn.hBot
definitely in need of a visit (with cutblocks visgnear their
summits). The ridges north of these, and in Grdntoyincial
Park looked traversingly inviting. In fact the pariwest and
eastern mountain boundaries, formed essentialtybyparallel
ridges, could be seen in their entirety from héris.a great site
for orientation! To the NW one could also easilg fee Big
White hotels and condos. To the cloudy NE we coekl
Saddle Mtn. and parts of the Valhallas and ValkyBssgrida
Peak was clearly visible. To the east were the pehthe
Norns and Bonnington Ranges.

On the descent the clouds partially lifted allowfogpeeks at
Gimli, Dag, Wolfs Ears and possibly Woden. It'siffiedent
perspective from here.
We returned by the same route and were back afthia just
under 5 hours including our long lunch on the suhnely-pad. It
is a 2-hours drive from Castlegar to our parkingtsphe road
through the Granby was a treat in itself. Had é@rbe bit
warmer, a dip in the Granby River and Christinad-alould
have been a great way to finish the trip.
We used the Boundary Forest District Recreation ktagh
Kamloops Okanagan Backroad Mapbook for access.
Eliane & Steven Miros.

How To Visit Edgewood From Grand Forks?
Information provided by Grand Forks Tourism Office.

- Take the Granby Road [located just across thugbtiat the
east end of Grand Forks and head north.

- 17km [junction at North Fork Fire Hall/[HummingtiBridge —
turn right DO NOT CROSS BRIDGE and continue nonttttee
east side of the Granby River.

- 44km [28 Mile Bridge] — turn left and cross thedige over
Burrell Creek. Continue on Granby FSR to approxkdhb
[Burrell Crk FSR junction].

- Burrell Creek FSR junction — turn right [northj 8urrell Crk
FSR. Burrell Creek will be on your right/east side.

- 7 km — cross bridge over Burrell Creek and carginorth.
Burrell Creek will be on your left/west side.

- Other FSR'’s are signed at the junction with BlCek FSR.
STAY ON BURRELL CREEK FSR'!

- 33.5 km [MacFarlane Creek FSR junction] — stajtion
Burrell Crk FSR.

40 km [new Burrell Creek extension] — take rightkfand
remain on Burrell Creek FSR. Follow the road uprdke
height of land into logged areas on the Arrow Fobastrict
side. Follow the main road down into Edgewood.

Giant's Kneecap,Esmeralda Peak, Cond
Peak, June 26

With clear blue skies overhead and a good foreeasstarted
from the Gibson lake parking lot after 8am. Snowtetated
most of the keyhole trail after the first switchka€he grunt up
the West Keyhole was very good as we were abls¢dhe
slightly snow covered steps made by KMCers a feysda
earlier. We wondered if it would be this easy withsnow. The
views were great in all directions. We definitelgrdt want to
leave these lofty environs, so we changed ourrmlgioal of
the Slocan Chief to a walk along the Kokanee Ridder a
small lunch on the knoll just to the east of thie(agth a view
of Kokanee Lake) we proceeded over to the Giantekap
where we admired the Joker Lakes. The sun wasgatsroll
and we knew that even with suntan lotion thingslditne red
when we got home. Frank’s bandana kept the sumietbp but
he made mention of that he didn’t want the sundwer his
forehead. We worked our way back to the ridgewgnd
Esmeralda. We then continued the pleasant snowrvgagind
boot skiing over to Cond. Here we finished whathae left of
our lunches and reasoned that it was about tirstowdy head
home. No one wanted to leave but continuing ovésriays
Peak would have meant bushwhacking down below. \&fe w
having just too nice of a day for that. We contihoeer to the
notch east of Cond and had some great boot skaag do the
big mine tailings below. We unfortunately headeghsly west
which made us take a few detours to get around somad
cliffands. The easterly side down to the minesiveld have
been much better. After replenishing our watemwweked our
way through the flowered hillside down to the mpath. It was
several great hours on the top of the world.

We were Frank Fodor, Francois and Steven Miros.

Kokanee Grand Traverse, July 2

The trip | did with Francois Miros and Frank Fodor June 28
had me wondering how long it actually would takevitit all
the peaks on Kokanee Glacier. Or, at least as mshygould
get to in one long summer day. | was unable to dirsimilar
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trip description. So with a forecast for an exadllday | left
Gibson Lake at 5:30 am taking the regular routéoupe Grays
Peak col. | bushwhacked up the normal easterlycfittee
creek, then along the convenient boulder path béhaw

Bashing Through the Bush: Climbing the

North Couloir on Blacktail Mountain
The Backroads book for the West Kootenays — tHatrious

mountain. | was out in the open quicker than exgkand at the publication that gets it right just often enoughttiiou don’t put

pass. The snow travel was excellent and | was endhe
summit. With grand views, a good rest and someksndavas
on my way back down to the col. The sun was warth thie
snow remaining firm.

| went north around Kokanee Peak and up to its sturivhile
eating my first lunch | was surprised by a helieogtoming
straight at me at a fairly low elevation. The pilzved.

The trip over to Cond took a bit longer. | had ba#firmed that
it was better to go north and around, rather tioow the
ridgeline. | had been on this summit just a wediorgeand
actually things looked pretty well for the restnoy itinerary.

it out with this week’s recycling — shows a traihning south
up Silverton Creek from Fishermaiden Lake to Naktdrake.
This seemed like it might be a good way to accéaskiail
Mountain, the only other viable route being a ltrayerse
south from the Billy Valentine Trail. Doug wastemely
skeptical of the existence of this trail, given foairce, but as a
long-time husband, he knows when domestic harmeivgst
pursued by silence. With Delia Roberts in tow wedff on a
hot, sunnyJuly day to climb Blacktail Mountain.

The road up Silverton Creek had a fresh road ceiam it, and
the resulting boulders had blocked enough of tiae tbat we

After another small snack I proceeded over to Eafdar signed could not get around in our truck, so we had araeiur or five

the summit register, admired this most frequemhpfiKokanee
peaks, then over and up to the big “green thingteH ate
another leisurely lunch and dried my shirt and patie views
from here are pretty good. Actually each summiegia
significantly different great viewpoint.

My next steps were to retrace the path we, and ®ted made
in previous days over to the Giant's Kneecap. Fiitra Giant’s
Kneecap it looked as if | would go over to M. Kieter and
then head back down the regular Keyhole. | dité€t too
comfortable with open snowfield travel by myselfhifé having
another snack, I noticed a group of three gettimg the
snowfield from the west Keyhole. Ah ha, fresh tislckhey
made their way leisurely over to the Battleship doan its
northern flank. In the meantime | began workingway over
to the west Keyhole and then walked over to Mt kéicer.

I have only been on Kitchener many years ago amaslvery
impressed with the views onto Glory Basin, Kokahake and
the entire stretch up to the lodge. The old miteea this peak
was just emerging from its winter snow coveringnlist have
been a “working experience”.
| retraced my steps eastward from Kitchener urtids on the
path made by the other three visitors of the dayent down the
south-western flank of the Battleship following #rey set of
fairly recent footprints.

There were numerous markings of recent skiing\at ¢his
area of the snowfield. These were probably madéein
ascent. As | got to the bottom of the Battleshipticed that the
group of three had actually cut south below thel&sttip and
by keeping a highline, had worked their way niaaiyo
Smugglers Ridge. | followed.

The tracks followed Smugglers Ridge down to a cdihis
cairn marks the old path that descends in a sdyttieection to
a point south of Keen Lake on the main Gibson Ltekik |
couldn’t see a trail marker.

Eventually | was back at the parking lot. The vehiolp took 9
% hrs. The weather and snow walking were excelldm. pace,
though not too fast, was fairly continuous. It vaas
unforgettable day on the top of the world.

Steven Miros.

kilometers to walk — a distance that passed easityigh on the
way up, but felt painfully long on the return trighe start of
the trail to Fishermaiden Lake was very overgrowd difficult
to follow. About half way along, it snakes alongeay narrow
tread on a steep bank above Silverton Creek, wiename
around a corner to find Doug hanging onto assdstedlimsy
greenery after his feet had slipped off the greésesad and he'd
almost slid right down into the creek.

Despite this mishap, the north end of the lake ngashed
speedily enough, but the state of the “trail” hagdiouth was
not encouraging. We clambered up and over faigs,|Ibashed
through thickening rhododendron, forded a couplereéks,
and reached the south end of the lake, whererablseice of a
trail completely disappeared. Somewhat dismayedoaked
forward to 2.5 km of bashing through a tangle afdddendron
liberally laced with acres of deadfall.

We quickly decided that if we were going to bushakave
might as well make decent uphill progress. Loolahthe map,
we thought we could bushwhack south along Silve@oeek
for about one kilometer, then head up trendinghseast to enter
a basin below the north face of Blacktail Mountaikfter about
20 to 25 minutes of whacking, we thought we hadljiknade
the requisite one kilometre of vertical distanéeGPS reading
confirmed this, and we headed off up-slope in drsEast
direction. The first 30 vertical metres went resdady well as
we happened to be beside a talus field, but dfegy tipward
progress was significantly more demanding.

After gaining perhaps 250 vertical metres, and alevbunch
more leg gouges, we reached a flat spot among boniders
with a creek nearby. Another GPS reading confirithed we
were on target, so we continued southeast, follgwilcreek
until we reached a pretty sub-alpine basin belawtbrth face
of Blacktail Mountain. Somehow, you know it's ggito be a
long day when just getting a glimpse through tleedrof the
peak you want to climb takes four hours.

The north face of Blacktail Mountain is steep, ngcind, in
some places, regrettably loose looking, but a pnenti snow
couloir runs diagonally through the north face baked to
offer easy access to the summit ridge. We hikethrqugh
light timber, meadow and boulders to reach thidaipand then
began kicking steps. At first the couloir is easgled, but in
the middle and upper reaches it steepens to betd@and 45
degrees, and the summer snow was reasonably fitmowvi



crampons. Doug and | kicked a few perfunctory stayt iron-
legs Delia did the bulk of the step kicking, ondjuctantly
relinquishing the lead for the final 75 vertical tnes when she
could no longer see from sweat streaming into hies.e

At the top of the couloir, a final loose scrambtgpped us up
onto the summit ridge, but it was a further haléihof
scrambling along the castellated ridge before \aehed the
top. There was no cairn, but | know the mountais been
climbed at least once before, because Kim Krathkg -ef the
famous “this day in history” climbing log — hadveased over
from nearby Titei Mountain in a long day. Howewveuys is
likely the first ascent of the north couloir. Wdtla KMC
summit register with a newly built cairn — the htedipages
will likely last until global warming kills all thédumans.

We gave some thought to skirting along the souwth ef the
mountain to the north ridge and following that downt about
15 minutes of loose, hot, groveling on the soutle sionvinced
us that simply descending our ascent route would be

chooses to follow it. On July 4 there often isra Works
display from the top of the mountain. You defityitdo not feel
alone on this mountain however there are many ss@& and
jungles of crevasses with several snow bridgesiniagu
protection and care. You also need to be awaeéewhtion
sickness.

We left Nelson on Monday July 9 and drove the 41l@sro
Paradise which is where the visitor service ceisttecated and
where you need to purchase a climbing permit. (ifeething
we saw when we entered Paradise was a paved pdoking
On Tuesday we climbed with full packs to Camp Matir
10,200ft. At Camp Muir there is a Public Sheltdrene you can
stay for free. There is also an area where gyideties stay.

It is recommended that you start to climb the maimvery
early in the morning as the snow is firmer and showges are
more stable. There is also less likelihood of rfadk W e
started our climb at 1:20am. on Wed. July 11, using

considerably less painful. The couloir was quaerow, and the headlamps. Many parties were ahead of us and ydd see an

snow hard enough for fast acceleration so we deecefacing
in, with Delia going first. Always a tedious waydescend, |
felt quite annoyed at one point when | saw thessédipbusted
out and figured Delia had decided to glissade uestipnable
practice on such a slope — but when we caught tipher lower
down, we found the glissade had been of the “invialy” kind.
Luckily (?), a bunch of boulders below had stoppedincipient
speed descent.

Walking out was about as painful as expected waith of knee
wrenching and knackering as we slithered aboutetheling
through thickets of rhododendron. We did pick umaple of
short sections of game trails for the last kiloraetf
bushwhacking to the lake, but it seems that the et
frequent this area have a penchant for river angssas they all
ended precipitously at the river bank. We speaffithal 45
minute walk down the road composing all kinds afeuotes to
the Backroads authors about the dubious accurateafmaps,
but, then again, had the trail existed, we miglvenéave had
the pleasure of climbing a new route on an obsmentain
after four hours of painful bushwhacking.

Sandra McGuinness

Mt Rainier, July 10-11

| have been wanting to climb Mt Rainier since thdodad a
trip there approx. 7 years ago and | was unabdgtémd. We
planned to go in 06 but I injured my knee and nsrids kindly
postponed the trip. This year we spent severakinsgolanning
the trip ie. Guidebooks, maps and practicing glacaerel and
crevasse rescue techniques. On July 10 and 1limieed the
mountain.

Mt Rainier is a volcano approx 70 miles south eaSeattle in

eerie looking line of headlamps following the trailsing just
headlamps, (there was only a sliver of a moon),didunot
know exactly what was on either side of the trail plodded on
trustfully. We climbed a snowy, icy, rocky aredlea
Disappointment Cleaver (because many people taumalr
here). We then traversed around the mountain ¢firone
maze of crevasses and one delicate looking snalgdintil
we got to a ridge on the Emmons glacier. We thgrzagged
our way, slowly, for approx. 2500ft. stepping ogerveral small
crevasses to the crater bowl which is the sumihie arrived at
the crater bowl at approx. 8am and walked acrassdhwvl to
the summit arriving at 8:30. It took us 7 hoursite summit
and approx 4 hrs back to camp Muir. We felt toedito
descend to Paradise that day so rested and wadived ah the
Thursday. After registering our successful climktha ranger
station in the visitor centre, we drove back to$Rmsd and then
to Nelson.

We were Dave Grant, Gene Van Dyck, and David Cugiram.

Enchantment Lakes, 8000', July 10

This outing was in our plans for several yearsfaghlighted
our trip to the Leavenworth area of the Cascadesh¥d trip
descriptions for the Enchantment Basin but only wamguely
described a possible day trip approach into Colkhuade and
up over Aasgard Pass (7750ft).

From the southwest end of Leavenworth we drovehagddicle
Road, a name well suited for the “icicle ridge”nigbove the
valley. There were some very interesting homes biohg and
almost onto the creek along this road. The backpgaloute to
enter the Enchantment Basin, Snow Lakes Traibdated on
this road. Our route would save several hundredoiee

Washington State. It is over 14,400 feet highis ttovered by a €levation gain. At 8.5 mi we turned left onto doad 7601

large glacier. Being close to the ocean it atratany storms
and so weather is a large factor in successfuitytithg this
mountain. We were lucky in having perfectly clekies and a
freezing elevation of over 15000ft.

Between 50 and 100 people climb Mt. Rainier on @dgiay in
the summer. Many of these people are guided umthatain.
The guides develop a trail, which is followed by garty that

which had signs for Colchuck Lake (The Forest Qervoads in
this area of Washington all have numbers on thekinga
trailheads easy to find. They are also very canftly). We
drove up this good road for 4 miles to the traithednere
several cars were parked.

The first part of the trail pleasantly follows aeek for about a
mile to a log footbridge. It is then 1.5 miles ghill on an
excellent path to the junction of the Colchuck L-aReiart Lake

1



Trails. We turned left onto Colchuck Lake Trail nmadiately
crossed a creek on a log bridge, and began switkirp
steeply up the headwall to the lake. There werg geod views
of the imposing 9415’ Mt Stuart.

Colchuch Lake is beautiful, glacier blue coloreaichdropped
by a semi-circle of peaks including Dragontail P&#§40’)
with its impressive northwest face, Aasgard Pagpr(x. 2
miles by trail away) on its northern flank and Culck Glacier
on its southern shoulder. There were numerous deasEdong
the southwestern shores of the lake. We followedrthil along
the south lakeshore, through a boulder field batwnglacier
and then slowly began working our way up the raglkpe to

ridge’s eastern end we were treated to a closeawpaf The
Temple, and Prusik Peak. The eastern scenery nergaveral
lower beautiful sub alpine lakes draining eastdéripugh Snow
Creek back down to Leavenworth. As we walked tHgei
westward we admired Mt Adams off to the south, @lak
(10547’) to the northeast, Mt Stuart to the west amgrand
panorama of the north Cascades. Mt Rainier, unfately, was
hidden by the up close 8400’ Dragontail Pk - OthsewWw'm
sure we would have seen Dave, Dave and Gene sdaling
slopes! The name Dragontail comes from the striknigjature
"tails" or rock needles on the thin %2 mile longstr8W of the
summit, which are clearly visible from the ridgathve were

the pass. The trail is mostly washed out in thedawche area ason.

the snow just recently left, but recently placeninsamarked the
route very well (The route to the pass was luakpigned the
day previous and surely by the end of summer ibines a
trodden path). On the very demanding ascent weepgasss/eral
groups laden with heavy packs going in both dioedi It was
to be a 105* F day in the valley and we were vepgy to be
free of those weights! We also passed a mountaihatew
feet from us, the first of several that day.

We finally reached the pass and were greeted pgetacular
setting. This basin was entirely glacier coverely @00 years
ago. There are several snow covered lakes anddarrsunded
by a rocky alpine basin. Enticing peaks are veogel several of
which still have small glaciers on their northelopgs. We had
a long lunch admiring this landscape and panor&eegeral
groups were camped in various parts of the basif (kr day/
reservations must be made far in advance)

We decided to scramble up to the northern ridge@basin
called the Enchantment Peaks. It was more of @ steék on a
large tilted plain. Goat droppings were everywhérem the

After considerable time admiring the environs wgéaethe trek
down. The temperatures were very hot, even aethistion.
We made quick time descending down to Colchuk Lake.
Several groups were still climbing up to the pasthée
afternoon sun. We couldn’t resist trying out theexs of
Colchuck Lake and actually it was great! After Adoswims we
continued our journey down to the car. The totatatice was
about 18 miles. We took approximately 12 hoursuditig
swimming.

In years past Aasgard Pass was the regular routeveo the
increasing numbers of overnight visitors had theeBoRanger
encourage use of the Snow Creek entrance for bek&ma
Some people arrange a shuttle and do it one wayhaMe to
admit that the recommended 3-4 day 20mi (retuipjirto the
area is probably the way to do it, as there asmnepeaks
worthy of scrambles. The name Enchantments reatg duit
the place.

We were Eliane, Jean and Steven Miros.

Going Off Road?

When two vehicles meet on a grade and there ia safe place to pull over, the vehicle travelingilipas the right of way. It is
safer for the vehicle traveling downhill to back apd it will be much easier for the downhill vakito get under way. If common
sense tells you to move left instead of right, tHerso. If there is only room for one vehicle tesgfahe rule is the more

maneuverable vehicle should have the right-of-way.

The website Offroaders.com has recommendefbliogving minimal list of the things you should camwhen Backroading.

These are of course in addition to the 10 esssrdfddackpackin
-First aid kit
-Food, water.
-Full size spare tire
-Jack and tire iron. A hi-lift jack is great as Wwel
-Tow straps. 2 or more, at least 20 ft long. Shesckl
-Tree saver
-Come-along
Basic Tools include:
-Complete SAE/Metric socket set.(Deep and standard)
-Crescent open-end combination box wrenches. SAE an
Metric.
-Allen wrenches.
-Standard and Phillips screwdrivers. All sizes.
-Large hammer.

g.
-Basic tool kit
-Spare key for vehicle
-Gloves
-Shovel
-Chainsaw and bar oil, 2-cycle oil, spare chain
-Snow tire chains.

-Pliers, various sizes and Vice-grips.
-Pipe wrench.

-utility knife

-Duct tape

-Pry bar

-Magnet



The KMC 2007 Executive:

Chair
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Secretary
Conservation
Winter Trips
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Mtnrg. School
Hiking Camp

Climbing Camp
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Steven Miros
Doug Brown

Norm Truant

Leah Zoobkoff

Kim Kratky

Dave Jack

Vicki Hart

Ted Ibrahim

Sandra McGuinness

Don Harasym and/or
Kay Medland

Doug Brown
Doug Brown
Bryan Reid
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Contacts:

» Membership Annual Duas Individual (19 yrs & up) $41 Couple/Family $40+féfson Send
complete membership/waiver form to KMC Memberstifd1l Granite Rd Nelson BC V1L6V3 To
receive information by e-mail or to give us youdegks/e-mail/phone changes please contact
membership@kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» Library« Sandra McGuinness

» E-mail update« Contact members-owner@kootenaymountaineerin@bc.c

» KMC President« president@kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» KMC (Correspondencey Box 3195 Castlegar BC V1N 3H5

» KMC website www.kootenaymountaineering.bc.ca

» Newsletter submissiore Eliane Miros newsletter@kootenaymountaineeringdc.

» Newsletter Editorial Policw We encourage all submissions of writings, cartodrswings, book 4§
website reviews and trip reports. Suitability forbfication is at editor’s discretion. Articles and

advertisements may be edited for clarity and lengttvertising must be thought to be of interest to
members in regard to the outdoors, especially lpcalill use discretion for commercial endeavors.




