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» Information: Mountain School Tech Tips: Scrambling Safety

» Socials/ Activities:

Slide Show: October 18, 2008

Backcountry Avalanche Workshop: November 9, 2008
AGM : Friday November 21, 2008

Club Trip ReportsAmbrosia, John Carter-Outlook Mt, Selkirk Pk,
Four Squatters, Gimli Pk, Chariot Pk, Monica Measgloiiry Mt, Alps
Alturas, Mt. Prestley, Mt.Chipman, Huckleberry Mfork Party,

Banff Mountain Film Festival is coming to Nelson
Nov.27, 28, 29 2008
Check info at Snowpack Sports Tel. 250-352-6411

Rossland Mountain Film Festival: Nov.20-21-22-23,
2008 Info www.rosslandfilmfest.com/node/4082

Kootenay Mountaineer

Bannock Hill, Mt. Sentinel, Haystack Mt, Old Glomyit.Rinda, Grassy
Hut Work Party, Champion Creek to Sunningdale.

Also notes on routes in Silverspray/Woodbury amfdéokanee Park,
and an update on Mt. Loki Trail

Other (Non-Club) Trip Report&yell Icefield Ski Mountaineering
Camp, Red Mt.Ski Ascent, Redline Pk.

Hiking Campsl, 2 and 3 reports

@Hiking Camp Photo/Slide Show

KMC will be holding a Slide Show on Saturday
October 18 th, 2008
(For information on location and time, please cont
Bryan Reid at 00 or by email)

Tables will be set up to displapur picturesof hikes
and/or camps that you've attended over the past y
So please bring in your pictures, favourite hiking
paraphernalia and stories

If you plan to show your pictures/slides, p&eas

KMC Annual General Meeting
And Election of Officers/Directors

pate Friday, November 21st

@

For information on Location, Time, Cost of the me

Please contact Bryan Reid at XXX XXX XXXX

BOr by email at xxxas soon as possible. Please let
Bryan know whether you will attend both the mea
and meeting, or the meeting only.

Fositions coming up for election are
Treasurer, Secretary, Director Summer Tri
Director Winter Trips, Director Conservatio
Director Website, Director Entertainment.

contact Bryan to coordinate.

W
g’ Refreshments will be served.

May your trail be dim, lonesome, stony, narrow, dimg and only slightly uphilk—
EDWARD ABBEY, environmental advocate, 1927-89
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Canadian Avalanche Centr&ackcountry Avalanche Workshop NelsonNovember 9, 2008
The Canadian Avalanche Centre Backcountry AvalaMgbekshop is coming to Nelson on 9 November,
2008. Look for an exciting line-up of presentasancluding the latest on the new shoveling methards

terrain use. For more details, chéek@AA webpage dttp://www.avalanche.ca/

September/October Mountain School Tech Tips:
Scrambling Safety

By Sandra McGuinness

Gimli Peak. Now, it's at least 15 years since $eambled to the summit of Gimli Peak, and I'tdesitforgotten,
or avoided, the steep, loose gullies we found dursagoing up. As chunks of rock loosed by scramsabove
catapulted down, | started to think about “scrambkafety.”

Over the weekend of September 6, 2008, | found rfyskeing with 10 other people, on the scrambleeayd

First off, what exactly is scrambling. The bedfirdgon | could find for scrambling is the one wkby The Mountaineersvho
describe scrambling as “off-trail trips, often erow or rock, with a 'non-technical’ summit as aidason. A non-technical
summit is one that is reached without the needdotain types of climbing equipment (body harnesse, protection hardware,
etc).”

| couldn't find any comprehensive statistics onrthmber of accidents that occur while scramblinGamada, but | suspect most
of us can easily think of friends and companions'wéhad some kind of scrambling injury. Certajrttyy aware of a number of
accidents that occurred to KMC members in thetlastyears while scrambling on some of the locakgea

So, what can we do to improve our safety whilerstiang in the mountains? Well, here in some semd#aof chronological
order — from pre-trip planning to the return tripach the mountain, are some suggestions.

1. Make a thorough pre-trip planFirst, find out everything you can about thetegs). Check local guidebooks or
www.bivouac.confor route information, study the map, check Godggeth, talk to people who've climbed the route.
Once you've got a good idea what the route entadlse some pre-trip decisions such as, how manyi@sbpuld be on
this route at one time (more people = more hazargyt equipment might you need (stiff soled bootEe axes for
show, helmets for loose rock), what time of dayr(ight) should you start out to ensure you getluéfpeak before dark,
or before the inevitable summer afternoon thundarss hit? What is your absolute latest turn-arcimé? What safety
equipment do you need and what can be shared atmerggoup?

2. Travel expedientty Travel at a steady but consistent pace. Keep stps short, and be efficient with them.  ttime
for a snack try and stop in a location where yaustady the route ahead while you snack. Thatisstaps for the time
of one.

3. Keep the group togetheiThis one floats to the top of every accidenteemM've ever seen. Make it a priority to stick
together, unless your group has clearly discussddsettled on a strategy to break into smaller ggou

4. Employ appropriate safety geaAn ice axe strapped to the back of your backtle help when you start to slide down
an icy snow slope, the same goes for a helmetdstarkely in your pack. Get your gear out and tisden appropriate.

5. Manage your group for rockfallScrambling routes by nature tend to ascend waskseon mountains, and this often
means going up loose, chossy gullies. Not ontlgése a lot of loose rock lying around to get kremtklown the
mountain, but it's all funneled down on top of wieeer unfortunate scrambler happens to be beldverelare two
strategies to manage loose rock in gullies. One &scend (or descend) the gully one personiateawith all the other
party members out of the way. The other is to ksgple close together in the gully so that falliagks don't have a
chance to reach warp speed before hitting the tumfate below. Obviously, option one will only wdid short sections
of the route. If you've got a 100-metre gully swend it's going to take way too long to go up jperson at a time (slow
parties are their own hazard). If your ascentdeley route is an open loose rocky slope, you capi@y a third strategy,
which is to spread people horizontally across thgesso that no-one is scrambling below anyone else

6. Don't go up what you can't get dow&crambling up is almost inevitably easier thawralimbing. If you're not sure
you can climb down, don't go up in the first place.

7. Stick to your turn around timelurning around before making the summit suckspletithalf as much as an unplanned
bivouac on a small ledge on a cold night wherstgsting to snow.

8. Use as much care on the descent as you did orsttent Experienced mountaineers know that the climl airér when
you get to the top. Fatigue, encroaching darkreess,'back to the barn syndrome” can all lead toenaxcidents on the
way down as our attention wanders from the taslaat. Keep it together until you get back to the c




KMC Winter 2009 Ski Trip, Kokanee Glacier Chalet, January 24 - 31

This trip has room for 12 participants who will §elected by lottery. The trip is intended as angek but other
participants wishing to attend with snowshoes,tltgring or cross-country skis are welcorRease note: all participants
must be suitably equipped for, and have the skilland knowledge for safe travel and rescue in

avalanche terrain. When successful applicants are notified, proafashpetency in avalanche terrain may be requirets Th
would include having taken an avalanche awarermsse and have recent beacon practice. A coordingitde selected from
the successful applicants. The role of the cootdina to arrange food groups and logistics ofétdw and from the helicopter
terminal in Nelson. The coordinator is not expedtetle a guide. Please indicate on your applicatipou are willing to be a
coordinator. If 12 names are drawn and none almwiio be a coordinator, names will be drawn uatitilling applicant is
drawn. The last name in the original draw is drapped will be replaced with a volunteer coordinaldrerefore, volunteering as
a coordinator increases your chandéd® cost of the trip is $850 with no price differene for ACC members.Couples who
wish to come together can apply to do so but rmeitate if they are willing to attend on their ovftheir application is drawn
last. To enter the lottery send an email to Daveséra() before October 31, 2008. | will notify allccessful applicants the
following week. Successful applicants will be askegay their fees in full by Nov. 15. Unsuccessipplicants will be put on a
prioritized (by draw) wait list. If a member doest tmave email and would like to enter the lottérgyt can phone me at 250-362+
5660. If you know a member without email pleasespihis message on.

For those of you who have never enjoyed the Kok&edet and surrounding area during winter, heeelitle more
information about the KMC booking for Jan 24 - 3%.a past participant | can tell you there is aentdriety of terrain to enjoy
from mellow flats and slopes to aggressive alpiugihg and "peak bagging”. Truly an area for abijitg and equipment. Rarely
12 will want to do the same. Typically 2 or 3 grewgll set out each day. To enjoy your week, gobyspral fitness is highly
recommended. Also as previously stated you mustiltably equipped and have the skills and knowlddgsafe travel and
rescue in avalanche terrain. The Chalet is beduatifd cozy (see the ACC web page). The cost ineltite helicopter in and out
from Nelson and the lodging. This is a self-guideelf-catered trip. The selected group of 12 inidlgén assigned coordinator
will determine how meals, cleanup etc. are to banared. Typically groups of 2 will be responsilde d breakfast and dinner per
day. For lunch you're on your own. Again, the grgopmg will decide.

Hope this helps, Dave Watson.

BEES is up and Flying _ \\(ﬁ KMC Library News:
(Submitted by Don Lyon. - From the ACC Newsnenhenli . .
newsletter) 2008 Canadian Alpine

Backcountry Energy Environmental Solutions (BEE&3 h Journal Now In

launched its new website. The website enables BBESIlect 'tt{
and share information about energy, water and waste
management at recreational facilities in off-gnthuntainous
regions. It provides an opportunity for operatdrbackcountry
facilities to communicate with each other and buibdn their
experiences.

The website also offers a repository of technolakgic
information and provides references to researdfs lin
throughout the world, which will be continuouslydated. Read ) ) ) ) '
more at https:/@min.alpineclubofcanada.ca/link/to/522- The library is out in Blewett, but if you can't gt to borrow

70169-26-02 Also, look for an article on the BEES initiative intN€ 2008 CAJ or any other book, I'l get it to ysomehow).
the upcoming ACC "Gazette". Sandra McGuinness, KMC Librarian.

The Canadian Alpine Journal has a new
editor this year, well-known Rockies climber Sesaalc. As
usual there are some great articles to read, imgudatt
Maddaloni's incredible Bugaboo link-up — over 5@ipes all
solo in 15.5 hours, Greg Hill's ski descent of &andford, and
while considerably less epic, a report by Doug Braw the
2007 KMC climbing camp in the area of the Van HoNeve.

. Ambrosia, June 15™ am-bro-sia (m-brzh, -zh-), n.
CIUb Tr"p Repor'TS [Something with an especially delicious flavor cagrance].
Ambrosia is an easy (5.6) 4-pitch rotiknb found up

Koch Creek in the Valhallas, and in my opiniongply named.
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It offers a mix of slab and crack climbing with teal belay John Carter Peak-Outlook Mt., July 20™
stations. A small rack is required for pitches @ 8rchocks and Although the initial destinatior; for this hike was

cams to 3”); pitch 1 requires a few quick draws areead for 500k Mt, it was pointed out by several in attande that the
run-out_slabs; pitch 4 is easy but unprotected. daurap the_ highest peak on the mountain was actually Johre€asgo,
route \_Nl_th two ropes, or walk off to the east, bbéve found it o1 was quick agreement by all thirteen preseptdceed to
non-trivial to get to the descent slope from thedbthe route.  jonn carter. After a somewhat bumpy road ridegtoap was
Itis south facing and in a very nice setting ptiyignore the 4, the trail from Gibson Lake at 8:24 am. The Wweawas
ubiquitous clearcuts). For an easy multi-pitch rolib, 1 don't gpso|ytely gorgeous with a light breeze and beauilfie skies.
think there anything else like it in the West Kougs. After a rest at Kokanee Lake, the hikers movedttagreup to
This was my on-again, off-again clulp that eventually e gnow fields about a third of the way towardsGarter.
went. On a sunny and warm day (June 15, 2008),i¥lekt and then the group split according to speed and raeleeton with

| met Andrew Murray at the Passmore Junction, wheall 5| summiting by around twelve noon. While haviagch, we
piled into my truck and drove to the Ambrosia pagot up the \yere presented with terrific views in all directsoander a warm
Koch Creek road. _ _ o sun. We departed from the top at 1:00 pm with pamicipants

_ With loppers and clippers, we did songeditrail returning via the ascent route while those remaiminrked
maintenance as we made our way up to the base obtlte. | - 6ir way down the snow slopes, through a drawenedtually
had previously climbed this route a number of tintes still arrived at the head of Kokanee Lake. We returnddeo
managed to lose the trail. It is worth noting, ttheere is a well | ahicles by about 5:00 pm.
defined trail that goes straight uphill from theimity of where Participants were: Bob Dean, Stephanie Dean, Trevo

the trail crosses the ravine - in hindsight, | kninis must be the pinn Dave Grant. Joan Harvey, Ted Ibrahim, Rokidstone

walk-_off trail that | had not_found before. Anywaye climbed 35, Micklethwaite, Alan Sheppard, Pat SheppardeGém
too high, and then kept going to be absolutely steavere too Dyke, Jill Watson, and Don Harasym, trip leader.
high, and then did a bit of whacking to get bactidado the

start of the route.
| pounded a lost arrow into the crackhia short wall at
the left-hand side of the belay ledge for the tmfag clip into. | Selkirk and Idaho Peaks, July 23"
left it for posterity — look for it when you go. The forecast was rain. The first drops started thea
While Andrew is new to the club and theaarhe is smart. top of Selkirk and we quickly descended to avoil ghpping
Without appearing to do so, he dodged the firat lemas trying hazard of wet grass as the rain had started fadliegdily. The
to saddle him with, and thus | found myself ongharp end for Idaho Lookout parking lot wasn't as full as ususi there were
pitch 1. It is a good thing my memory is poor, lEsitun-outs  a number of others on Idaho Peak when we arrividak variety
really are a thing to behold. Two clips in the la36+ metres, and colours of the flowers were not at their pead @ the cold
me thinks. spring.
Andrew took the second pitch and did a fib. Upon We were Suzanne Blewett, Alan Sheppard, Pat
seconding the pitch, it finally dawned on me, tha&tlast bolt  Sheppard, and trip leaders Ed and Hazel Beynon.
that always seems in an illogical spot, is actudilfgctly in line
with the finger crack on pitch 3, and is maybe vehgou would
put a bolt if the current third belay station dint exist - perhaps goyp Squatters, August 2nd_4th

they used to belay at bolt/pin spot at the badkaké/crack wall After many years of eying the Four Squatters from
part way up pitch 2?2 Perhaps the third belay statias added o614 girections, | thought | had figured outépproach well
later? Andrew also led the third pitch and founel tleginning enough to try to climb them. Two years earlieratitiried a
and end run-out. Due to insufficient traffic, thrack gets a bit couple of approaches with Brian Cooles and Nanty &l
d'_”'e_f each fime | climb it. o and we found that the old mining road and traihebihhve Omo
Vicki, the peak bagger extraordinaire, wanted taajthe top, Creek logging road gave quite easy access to taelons on
sol dragge()jd the rr]opes up the last easy, but coeple the ridge between Duncan Lake and Suck Creek. Henyév
unprotected, pitch. _ still looked like a long way to the peaks. It tudnmut that Fred
After lunch, we rapped with two ropesnfr the top 1o the jessen and Carl Johnson had climbed the Fourt®gsifrom

bottom of pitch 3. When Andrew went to pull theesgghey s anproach about 25 years ago, and Fred gasome useful
quickly became stuck. Stuck? On a slab route? dpe end comments on the route.

being pulled up wasn't far away, so Andrew belayedup to The weather for the long weekend did not look
get it; | then did a prussik self-belay and climibaatk up to promising, but our small group decided to have ampway.
check things out. It turned_out, th_at one r_ope\haipped it_self Mid-day found us slogging up the very steep trade the
around the other one making a bit of_ an impromgeniaeist. mining road. It was a good thing that temperatues fairly
Never seen that before. | clear)ed things up arefudbrrapped cool. Soon we broke out onto the big meadow plateatine
back down - the ropes pulled fine, but the onenstteas very  iqqe ton and made our way through beautiful hjkgountry to
twisted. We rapped the next two pitches withoutdeat. the last lake in the furthest north part of the doses, which
We walked back doing more trail work and re-hanginme 55 the |ast possible campsite with water. It welg 4.5 hours
fallen ﬂag_gmg - hopefully the next party will fithe trail easier into this camp.
than we did. Next morning, we got a fairly early start (but eairly
We were Vicki Hart, Andrew Murray, and me, Doug ®ro enough), and began the difficult sidehill acroseptridges and
bowls above Suck Creek. After several ups and dpwasnade
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a steep descent down a long gully to reach theimesat the  going to the summit. The remaining 12 set offtfee summit.
south end of the Four Squatters icefield. From Jieveas good Unfortunately that meant losing some height cragsiver to
going up the moraines and the lower part of theigtawhich  climb up to the ridge. Everyone made it to the isutmvhere
was still mostly snow covered. However, as we gobuto the we were able to sit in comfortable conditions, aritth good

flatter icefield, we had to thread our way around aver a views, for lunch. We met Peter Mclver on or néar summit,
series of crevasses, and because of the convexeallere who was hiking by himself. The good weather corgahéor the
ascending, it was hard to see any further thaméixecrevasse. return trip.

This slowed us down considerably. Finally, at anpoie We were Ed Beynon, Mike Brewster, Bob Dean, Dave

guessed was about an hour from the highest peaftewided to Grant, Barb Hanlon , Don Harasym, Vicki Hart, Jétarvey,
turn back, otherwise we would be finding our waglbto camp Ray Neumar, Tracy Neumar, Terry Simpson, Gene VigeP
in the dark. By this time, black clouds were loogover the Jill Watson, and trip leader Ted lbrahim.

peak, and for a while we had watched stormy wealogrg the | think that Bob Dean, who will be 82 next mont, i
Purcell divide to the east. About an hour latee, lileavens probably the oldest person to have climbed GiHE said he
opened with hail, rain, thunder, and lightningwi had kept will not do it again.

going, we would have been on the summit ridge b tlso we
didn’t feel too bad about our decision. The weathmgroved by
the time we reached camp. The next morning, itavgsick but
knee-burning hike out.

Chariot Peak, August 9™ and 10™
It was predicted to rain on the 9th and 10th of dstg
On Saturday morning it was fairly clear so we teftn at 8am.

For the benefit of others who might want to trysitiiere are e were at the trailhead at 10am and started hikitig
some directions. (GPS coordinates are given, wiiféer followed the Gwillam Lakes trail to Warlock Lakeetihturned

slightly from the UTM grid on the 1:50,000 topo nsgpNote: to NNE for about 200m till encountering a talugpgldo the
There is no water from Duncan Lake until you gegrathe creek. We crossed the_ creek and then it stamteain very
height of land at 2100 m. The Omo Creek loggingirsiarts at nard. We put on our rain gear and sheltered uageoup of
41 km on the Duncan River road. Follow this aba8tisn to a rées. After about 30 minutes the downpour tutoealight
switchback at 1240 m (E 504250, N 5596470), takiregleft rain so we headed up the avalanche slop_e_and timdouced in
fork at about 4.8 km. About 100 m further up thadpyou will the direction of Cauldron Lake. Upon arrivingfa fake the
see where ATVs have made a trail to reach the aié noad,  '@in stopped, the sun came out and it became wavmset up
which can be walked to its end at the old mine6&01m (E camp and laid our wet _clothes on rocks to dry.4|9m_ we were
504730, N 5597130). Take a right fork in the mioad- at about comfortable so we decided to climb some mountailvs. all
1530 m. From the mine, the beginning of the tsagoncealed Climbed Mt. Mephistopheles and Jen climbed Rosesi&gby
by bush and windfall; go a few metres NW of the enamd then @nd Trident as well.
bushwhack straight up the slope, looking for oramgeurple We were in bed by 8:30. Around 11pm there was a
flagging. Soon the trail becomes apparent; it iguite good very_Ioud and very cI(_)se I|ght|j|r_|g and thunder_mtont ralne(_j
shape, and goes straight up the very steep ridigirdj Pat and all night. At 6:30 am it was raining very hardlaust stayed in
Gravelslide (Omo) Creeks. At 2000 m the trail beealtt into MY bed and was thankiul for having survived therstand for
the open meadows and disappears. Make note qialis(E ~ P°€ing dry. At 8am the rain stopped so we got A4p9:30 we
505510, N 5597560) in order to find your way batk.easy ~ Started to hike toward Chariot Peak. The sky ldakery
going to the lake at the north end of the mead@s06190, N OMinous and there was thunder but no rain. ByQ a8
5599680) which is a good campsite. From this campaute to decided to turn around as we expected it to sianing. We
the icefield is hard to describe; | have a GPtibanyone broke camp and headed home all the time it lookedr&in,
wants it. Generally, sidehill across east-facimigeis and bowls Sounded like rain but did not rain. _
for 2 km, keeping between 2100 and 2300 m. Dropndaw ~ EVerybody appeared to be happy and content with our
steep gully to 1960 m to reach the moraines. Ondh® accomplishments. _ _
icefield, instead of going straight north towarke highest peak Y& Were Vicki Hart, Jen Kyler, Curt Nixon and David
as we did, it may be better to take a more cirasitmute Cunningham, trip leader.
further east to a point below the next peak eastybid the
worst crevasses. It also might be better to gtila garlier in the Monica Meadows, August 10™
season. After much waffling amongst declared participarit3,
We were Mat Lowe, Brad Steele, and myseiéPéordan. of us set off to Monica Meadows. The trip up thad was
lengthy (about 1% hours from Kaslo) and took usglsome
Gimli Peak, August 6 steep valleys up from Duncan Lake along GlacieekreOn

We all met at the South Slocan Park & Ride at 7am. OUr Way up, we saw a large black bear crossingdae. We
Some drove to Slocan on the highway and then bawk do passed Rainbow Ranch, which is a somewnhat derelict
the Bannockburn road while some drove on the gnazel establishment of dead cars and collapsed buildiigen we
from Passmore to the Bannockburn road. We eldotgd to ~ an into some white horses that presumably were ased for
the lower parking lot — the upper Mulvey road hesag in a lot trail rides from Rainbow Ranch. The horses have emed
since we (KMC) cleared it 2 years ago. Al theictss arrived 100S€ up the Glacier Creek valley and left to féord
at about the same time despite the different roufds started  themselves. Given the thickness of the bush, dheyretty
hiking at about 8:50am in good weather. When eefred the much cpnflned to the road and were reluctant toenvesy for
end of the trail below Gimli, 2 of the group deadzgainst our vehicles.



The road was in good condition, except for somgdavater On the way up to Airy, we checked in at the cabad a good
bars near the end of the trail, which challengedctearance of look around, took some pictures and headed towhed®p of

our vehicles. Airy where we arrived about noon. We had a sunroyvaarm
Upon arrival at the parking lot, it was discovetedt  day with no wind, and great views all around. WeAdéry

one of our intrepid hikers had forgotten her hikbupts, so around 1pm, headed for the catskiing road, picking

shoes were improvised by wrapping duct tape artnendoes  huckleberries here and there on the way to the Wéesarrived

and heels and strapping her Tevas back on. Témestto at the cars a bit tired, but it was a good day.

work well, as she was always in the lead groupadride end of
the hike seemed to have suffered no ill effectsfieer novel
footwear.

Despite dire weather warnings, the day was sundyasnsoon
arrived in the meadows after climbing a numberaafy steep
switchbacks. The meadows were spectacular andiltie
flowers were in full force. The scenery was drakenWith

brilliant green meadows backed by dark verticageisiof rock. 200k wasn't that helpful. _ _
Fortunately, the group included Dave Elliot, Nefsciormer Arriving at the trailhead, the trip leader discaethat she had

mayor and a former KMC'er. Dave knows the areflofica grabbed_her own right_hiking boot, and her sizgdrtner's left
Meadows intimately and was able to guide us torabex of boot. With several pairs of socks on the left feoloe larger boot
small lakes connected by waterfalls which are fitenoseen by Ca@me in handy on the scrambles across rocky pat€hes

hikers to the area. | wouid describe these in gregetail in this Weather was perfect, with a cool breeze savingars f
report, but Dave has threatened to kill me if I sclub blistering heat. Alpine meadow flowers were in fltbom, and

members will have to wait till the next trip guided Dave to ~ 9@Ve US many photo opportunities. A very large&pras

discover these scenic areas or bribe other tripleesfor a ~ f@scinating to photograph and Murray probably haalaum of
fuller description. shapshots of this eight-legged being. Visibilitysygightly

By about mid afternoon, the weather suddenly checagel we marred with a smokey haze. Participan_ts came frofaraaway
heard the distant rumblings of a thunderstorm. tHgytime we @S England, as near as Nelson, and points in betweae

returned to the point where we had stopped forHutie clouds reached our resting destination overlooking the la&sin just in
had rolled in and the rain was falling hard. D&t took time for lunch. Some folks rested and then heattmaly back

one part of the group towards a distant ridge withhope of to the vehicles. A sma_tll group decided to atterhptridge up to
getting a better view and intersecting the traitj adescended Mt Marten, below which was a long patch of snowthough
along the trail with some of the more prudent memsioé our the summit wasn't achieved, the ridge was, andldisughter

expedition. Rain was immediately followed by haitd a glissading down the snow patch back to the traile walk back
further loss of visibility. to the cars was punctuated with occasional spisnkiam

Through some miracle, the other group appeareedain their (hreatening rain clouds, but we never had a downpbie all
good sense and instead of courting electrocutioancexposed a'Tved back at the vehicles at about the same, trespite

ridge in a thunderstorm, abandoned their detout returned to €aving at very different times, posed for a grpaipto, then
the trail. went on our separate ways, having enjoyed a lalayy

We returned wet and bedraggled to the cars, trogmpet in We were: Jenny Baillie, Greg Brewer, Kim CharlesivpFram

Kalso on the way back at the Bluette café for eoffea, carrot Dinshaw, Anita Gillmore, Murray Lashmar, Jeremy bz,

cake and blueberry pie. (We felt no guilt about afthis, Dawn Mehain, P'nina Shames, Jill Watson, and Sh&atson.

having just created a major caloric deficit by hiegfit up the

trail.)

Thanks to all participants: Greg Brewer and Kim @mworth, Mt Prestley, August 17"

Dave Elliot and John Gordon, Alex and Kathleen Micfierry Mount Prestley has an unusual name for the Vakadisi it is

Simpson, David and Sandy St. Denis, Jill Watsod,ragself  the only mountain in its vicinity to not bear a reafrom Norse

Bill McNally. legends. Not many mountaineers know its originweas named
after a young Nelson man, Michael Thomas (MickegsRey,
who was killed in action in France in 1944. On thig, we

Mt. Airy, August 13 were honoured to have with us his nephew Martirstirg who

Ed Beynon, Hazel Beynon, Dave Grant, Ted Ibrahimt?ro“ght with him a plaque in memory of Mickey Plegtwith

Jan Micklethwaite, Ray Neumar, Marlies Roeder, anc the intention of placing it in a prominent location the

Selwood, Dave St. Denis, Gene Van Dyke, Jill Watddary mountain. So beyon(_j the usua_l goal of_climbing almma_in, we
Woodward, and Hans Korn, trip leader and scribe,anthe ~ had & second objective of helping Martin and hestigr-in-law
South Slocan Park & Ride at 7am. At 7:20 we metyTer Dan Maluta to get as high on the mountain as plessi place
Simpson at the Upper Passmore road junction. Lémkgll of e plague.

us to have enough 4WD cars to get us through tiervsars on

the Airy creek FSR. We parked before the first ¢eidrossing

Airy creek and started walking up the road. Theeddire

taking the road over at a fast pace; that didiop Sted who

drove all the way up to the driveable end of thero

Alps Aturas, August 17™

Eleven keen hikers met, on a beautiful sunny detheapark

and ride at the junction at 6:30 am, and proce¢adlélde East
Wilson Cr. FSR turnoff. Thankfully, we had somé&$oalong
who remembered the route to the trailhead, as ticallHikes



fortunately the road was not blocked. We followlee rapidly
re-vegetating road for 1.4km, then turned rightpgred over to
Ben Hur Creek, and followed the road past two adks to its
end at 4.4km. The rough trail begins at the enti@foad and
sporadic flagging and cairns make it fairly easfotow. The
trail ends at a subalpine lake beneath Chipmamm Enere, we
followed the west shore of the lake to the steep|der-choked
gully where the fun began. We chose a gully toritpet of the
creek and began scrambling our way up. The aragless
although there are still huge rocks to negotiate: (yeally can

The trip began with a bushwhack up the overgrowih @o under them in spots), and this continues albagteek to a
logging road in Bannock Burn, and a difficult thmghrough the level grassy area with a small tarn. From thereeasly gained

old cutblocks which are totally choked with aldéventually,
we reached old-growth forests on the hillside belMiPrestley,
and without too much difficulty found our way tcetsteep
meadows below the mountain. Ascending the gullwbeh the
west (highest) and centre peaks, we found the sode very
hard, and it ended altogether a few hundred fdetbie col.
From the top of the snow, we passed down a ropelpMartin
and Dan, who are not climbers, up the steepesbreéirom
here, there was a small overhang in loose rocletaagthe col,
and Martin and Dan decided not to proceed furthAethis
point, there is a prominent smooth buttress orclinger’s
right of the gully, just before the difficult seati, and they
chose this location to mount the plaque.

By this time, it was getting late, only an hournfr@ur
last feasible turn-around time, and there weredeuriouds
brewing on the horizon. So we decided not to prdt¢edhe
main summit, which would require some roped clingbivicki
and Andrew quickly scrambled up the middle peaki|enthe

rest of us went down to fix ropes to rappel dowa steep parts.

This took a little while, as we had to teach Maaty Dan how
to put on climbing harnesses and to rappel. Wiitlle
instruction, they did well, and everyone got o# thhountain
without incident. The thunderclouds disappearedi $ondsight
maybe we should have gone for the summit. Lateatdhthere
were severe thunderstorms further west in the Muees

So once again | didn’t make it up Mt Prestley, so |
guess I'll have to put it on the schedule for ngdr. 1t would
be good to go back and make sure the plaque hassstially
withstood the winter weather. Next time | think Weamp at
the end of the road, since with the bushwhackebtittom, Mt
Prestley is quite a long day.
We were: Brian Cooles, Vicki Hart, Dan Maluta, Aeglr
Murray, Ron Perrier, Martin Prestley, Nancy Selwoaad trip
leader Peter Jordan.

Mount Chipman, August 24™

Three others met me at the Safeway in Nelson earlyfeW trai

Sunday morning, and we headed off in two truckiséen
Creek FSR. 1 was thinking that my trip descriptiofmust
enjoy scrambling over/under enormous boulders”- treye
scared people off. Our last attempt at Mt. Chipnwas
thwarted by new snow, a lost wallet, and a pooteahoice.
The highlight of that fine day was a dead battexrgkiat the
truck and a hike out at dusk to the highway. Alijol had
been back there to climb other peaks, | had nobgen up to
the top of Chipman.

At the Ben Hur turn-off (at 7.5km on Keen Creek Rd)

there was a work site with several excavators amleits, but

the south ridge of Chipman. Trying to short-cuthg west face
before the tarn only leads to frustration, as | diadovered the
last time. Although it's hard to discern the sumfraetm below,
it becomes apparent once on the ridge. We follathedidge
north, at one point dropping east onto loose sirewoid
gendarmes. At the last part of the ridge to thersitpMarlies
and Chris stopped to enjoy the view and good cladepivhile
Guy and | continued to the summit cairn (no reg)sihile the
final ridge looks sketchy from afar, it is straifgittvard and a
better choice than skirting around to the west.ré/grouped,
ate more chocolate, and headed back down (defirsitemuch
effort required as going up!), arriving back at thecks after
almost 9 hours of hiking and scrambling.

The weather was sunny and mild, and | was really
pleased to be with such positive and enthusiastple on this
trip. Thank you to Chris Lalonde, Guy Lupien, addrlies
Roeder for the great company!

Jen Kyler

Along the Road to Huckleberry: 2008

Huckleberry Hut Work Party

My new plan for stocking the Huckleberry Hut with
wood involved buying a load of bucked split woodbéagain at
$125) and transporting it via ATV (trailer) to thabin, thus
saving myself and Lenard the headache — not toiament
backache — of felling, bucking and hauling mangsrabout.

On TuesdayAugust 26th, Lenard drove by my house
with his MoF truck and trailer and we loaded thet & the
wood — | couldn't fit it all in my pick-up truckiato his trailer,
and then carried on to the Porto Rico Road.
We were a good-sized work party, so unloading thedixfrom
my truck, and reloading it into the ATV trailer weguickly. At
various stages during the day we had people airélift
locations as we progressively moved the wood updaabin.
Eventually, however, by about 1:30 pm, we wereaiplat the
cabin. | was last up, as | had been helping Lenditdthe last
ler loads, and, by the time | got to theinaall the
chores on my list had been done and the cabin aedénlg
wonderful.
The cabin is now equipped with fire extinguishen/enan
lantern (white gas), two burner Coleman stove,oteripots,
pans, and eating utensils, clean water bucketyastiing up
supplies. We added a feminine touch to the rastixn by
putting new Contact on the shelves.
With the work done, some people hiked up towardsddy
Peak and came back with bags of huckleberries.
Many, many thanks to the following workers:



Renate Belczyk, Ed Beynon, Hazel Beynon, David
Cunningham, Linda Johannson, Lenard Lovernow, Ray
Neumar, Peter Oostlander. Leader: Sandra McGunnes

Bannock Hill, September 1st

Nine of us met at the Playmor Park & Ride and then

drove up the Little Slocan Road to Bannock Burnadiieg up
that road we forked left and drove up the windiogd to the
comparatively level area, about 15km from the &ifflocan
Road. Driving time was about 2 hours. The first pathe hike
was through a wet region but after a while we vedreve that
section and headed for the height of land, arrigntpe “peak”
after a couple of hours of hiking. We had lunch didh’t hang

around too long as the weather wasn't great. Afiech we
headed down to the col where we had had lunclyéast even
looking in vain for the bag that | had forgottentbat trip. From
there we walked down the valley and back to ths.car

On the way down we found various pieces of recent
garbage including a large plastic bag that had onogained 25
kg of Solar Extra Coarse Salt for water soften8mne trees
had also been sawn down for what purpose we ditiv.

The area is beautiful and presents fantastic vidise
cliff side of Mt. Rinda.
Participants: Ed Beynon, Bob Dean (Leader), Dorablan,
Edward Ibrahim, Peter Oostlander, Al SheppardSRappard,
Terry Simpson, Jill Watson.

Mt Sentinel, September 3

Nine of us collected at Lookout Road at the Cgatle
end of the Thrums straight stretch of road anderovtwo
vehicles, up the road that leads to the Mt Sentinekout site,
passing the house that has been built on thefsite @riginal
Kalesnikoff lumber mill. The road is rough and sevhat
exposed and at least one of the drivers wasn’hégpy. We

Megumi from Japan who had never been up that hedbré,
and Jenny Walsh (age 7) and Tita McKenzie (agevili), were
inspirational in their effort and enthusiasm (aser8ylvia
Smith and Bob Dean, who are somewhat older bugiogytno
slower or less keen!). Thank you to everyone whdemay first
hike as a coordinator so perfect.

Other patrticipants were: Leon Arishenkoff, Gayle
Buchner, Helen Foulger, Elizabeth Huxter, Terry téuxJanice
Isaac, Ingrid Lange, Bobbie Maras, Kathleen Nichaldine

drove too far on this road so returned to a lowanbh road and Podmonof, Anna Thyer, and myself Marylin Nelson.

started hiking up that. After an hour and a halfregched the
old lookout site. This was not the real destinatbansince the
‘top’ was two, five or ten kilometers away (accaorglito whose
estimate you accepted) we ate an early lunch (Ain3@nd
headed back down a different, somewhat longerertmithe
vehicles.

Participants: Renate Belczyk, Russell Cameron, Bedn
(leader), Janis Gilbert, Edward Ibrahim, Hamish dhutTerry
Simpson, Anna Thyer, Mary Woodward.

Haystack Mtn., 8800°', September 10th

A beautiful September day brought six of us out to
climb Haystack Mtn. We got the 6:30am ferry at Batfand
were on the trail at 8:30am. The drive up Sanc&ICFSR to
the trailhead is 18km. of gravel road. The 360-degriews of
the distant mountains were a feast for the eyeanR&ifor
coming out gang.

We were Bob Dean, Ted Ibrahim, Gene Van Dyke,
Eliane & Steven Miros, and myself Mary Woodward.

Old Glory, September 14th

It was a perfect hike. It was two perfect hikes?
The skies were blue, the sun was shining, andehk pf Old
Glory beckoned to 17 strong, enthusiastic KMCeis gunests.
There was some difference in understanding aboetevihe
trailnead was, resulting in two different groupsdiieg up from
different starting points, but we all met up on tidge and at
the top to visit and celebrate our efforts. (Muahmty relief, it
also allowed me to sign everyone up, fulfilling afeny roles
as trip coordinator. As | wasn't going to be doarg route
finding, | had to do something to earn my money!)

Mt Rinda, September 17th

Twenty two of us, in five vehicles, drove up Hode
Creek and turned right up Gasca Creek, taking the
comparatively new logging road that seemed to &ambst to
the summit of Rinda, but it didn’t and we were lgith some
hiking and a bit of scrambling to do. It took beemgwo and
three hours for the spread out-group to reachuherst where
the leader was spoiled with a very tasty birthdalyecmade by
Mary Woodward. The weather was beautiful and tlegvsiwere
great.

Participants: Ed Beynon, Hazel Beyridike
Brewster, David Cunningham, Bob Dean (leader), Mit&t,
Joan Harvey, Brandon Hughes, Elizabeth Huxter yTiduxter,
Edward Ibrahim, Robin Lidstone, Bill McNally, Harhidlutch,
Marlies Roeder, Nancy Selwood, Terry Simpson, D@ive
Denis, Linda Stevens, Maurice de St Jorre, Jill3blat Mary
Woodward.

Sometimes You Get Lucky: 2008 Grassy Hut

Work Party, September 24™

My penultimate work party of the year, and someem
you get lucky. With a quiet season, relativelyadpieg, for
forest fires, the Arrow Lakes Fire Suppression cbeat us in to
Grassy Hut and, in the course of building a heti-pg the
cabin, bucked up a pile of firewood for winter aeglaced the
ailing steps up to the cabin.

So, when a group of six of us walked in on a chaly
day with fresh snow on the ground, we found prexidgtie
work to be done at the cabin. However, a slightlification

Other than some blisters from new boots and ase ¢ Was needed to the new stairs — this David and Eohaglished

of overheating, the hike was uneventful. We werespecially
impressed with the amazing accomplishments of $asak

with the somewhat inadequate tools on site. Medawthe
ladies — Mary and Terry — cleaned the cabin andauge, while
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Bert fixed the door frame, rehung the new reseomagystem
sign, mounted the fire extinguisher and was gelyanahdy (as
he always is).

After we'd finished working, we sat about having
lunch, while David regaled us with stories of mdmowfall in
love later in life” and find themselves doing alhéts of new
(for them) activities. David claims to have fallenlove early
in life, thus he doesn't need to do any new atiit

Thank you to everyone for a great day and lotsl{wel
not that much this time) of hard work.

Participants: Ed Beynon, David Cunningham, Bert,Rdary
Prothro, Terry Simpson, and slave driver, Sandr&ieness.

Champion Creek to Sunningdale, September 28th

Once the sun burnt off the early morning fog the 13
hikers enjoyed a bright fall day for the duratidritee hike from
Champion Creek south to Sunningdale. The groupatn@0
at the Brilliant Bridge Park & Ride and carpooledtie
trailhead just south of the Kabatoff gravel pithe¥ hiked along
the road above the river bank to '‘Blahadatnia’ Geme(the old
settlement of Champion Creek). From there theylotid to the
bench above and south to overlook the mouth of @li@m
Creek itself. No sturgeon were visible at the kna@uth but 3
or 4 ducks were feeding there. The troop movedipatream
to the logging truck bridge and continued alongltyging
road. They were thankful for the Friends of Paikd Trails
Club and Katimavik volunteers who had cut back the
encroaching alders along this section of the tréile group
emerged from the alders back to the riverbank appos
Genelle. They stopped on a river-cobbled bankufoch 11:45
to 12:15. An otter bobbed by in the Columbia Riwile the
group munched their lunch. A jogger of the homuiesas
species was seen heading south on the trail. égrtbup
continued their downstream hike they encounterecerdocks,
and a grouse but did not see any goats, beargordéspite
extensive tracks along the trail. Opposite Taddhacoute
turned inland. After hiking through a large coutke group
climbed up the bench above and along to the shudtiecles
parked at the water treatment plant above Sunniag&ome
were tired, some were footsore but everyone wapyhafter a
thoroughly enjoyable day of good weather, goodstrand great
company.

Hikers included Paula Barnes, Ester Brown, Janis
Gilbert, Bill McNally, Andrea Morris, Otto Seufor€indy
Shlakoff, Anna Thyer, Jill Watson, Keith & Sherryaf¥on, and
coordinators Pat & Alan Sheppard.

Some Notes on Routes in the Silver
Spray/Woodbury Area of Kokanee Glacier

Provincial Park
By Sandra McGuinness

Over the last couple of years, Vicki Hart and ivééeen
slowly checking Kokanee peaks off our mutual projest. We
have had difficulty finding route information on st®f these
peaks, so here are some route notes on peaks Silvkee Spray
and Woodbury areas of Kokanee Park.

Glacier View Peak: Doug Brown and | did this route
in September 2005 as a day trip. Perhaps theafrux
climbing Glacier View is making sure you get up the
highest point of this jagged mountain. The true rsiins
actually around the middle of the jagged ridgeketthe
Woodbury trail for about two hours or to just befdne
final switchbacks to the cabin. You are aimindetve the
trail when opposite a large swampy meadow at GRS1.11
(NAD27). Unfortunately, it's hard to see this meadutil
you are above it, so you may have to do what wentiidh
is descend slightly to the meadow from just belbe/final
switchbacks on the Woodbury trail. From the sartt of
the meadow hike up to the toe of the glacier s fiarhaps
easiest to get onto the glacier on its far west.sidike up
the glacier aiming for a small col between thedasmmit
to the west and the true summit. Some steep seadslto
a loose looking ramp/slab system that leads tathe
between the two summits. There may be a bergshound
cross. This section may require crampons, anxeead a
rope, depending on time of year and conditions.ei\ive
did it, the snow was hard, and crampons and icenexe
necessary. Once at the col, weave your way ug-scre
covered slabs to the summit. You may decide tpehp
back to the glacier as we did. Class four wittciglatravel.
Take a rope and rope up on this ascent, as the Miopd
Glacier is full of crevasses.

Moonlight Peak: Vicki Hart and | did this after hiking
in to the Woodbury Cabin for an overnight stay.rixrhe
cabin, follow the Moonlight Peak trail up to thdge south
of Moonlight Peak. Scramble easily north to thedal
summit, then, descend ledges and gullies on thesiges
and work your way north just below the gendarmas th
festoon the ridge, until you can scramble easilyaune
summit. Class three with perhaps some class favem
About 1.5 hours from the Woodbury Cabin.

Mount Kemball: Eva Boehringer accompanied Vicki
and | on this peak, which we did from the Silvera§p
Cabin. Woodbury Cabin would be closer. We folldwiee
southeast ridge to a notch between a gendarméhand t
summit (a little loose in here), and then scramielasily to
the top. Class two.

Evening Star Peak: Another peak that is easy to tag
from the Silver Spray Cabin, in fact, Vicki and éxe on
the summit by 8 am one fall morning in 2006. Rolkhe
usual traverse route from Silver Spray towards Viboog
(if you're not familiar with it, there is a mapftime Silver
Spray Cabin with the route marked). We scrambfethe
southeast face encountering nothing harder thas tkeo
boulders. About an hour from Silver Spray Cabin.

Mount McQuarrie: Most KMC'ers are probably
familiar with this one. It's an easy talus walkrin the old
Violet Mine at the Sunrise-McQuarrie col. Clas®tw

Sunrise Mountain: Another easy peak from Silver
Spray Cabin. From the Violet Mine scramble upwiest
ridge. Gendarmes and difficulties along the way ar



avoided by scrambling down on the south side. Sias
to three.

e Kyawats Mountain: This is probably the most fun
peak of the bunch. A long connecting ridge rungmfsom
below the much diminished Caribou Glacier and mepts
with the south ridge of Kyawats. It is possiblddibow
this ridge north to gain the south ridge of Kyawais this
route involves some up and down and much boulder
hopping. Instead, Vicki and | followed a level barwest
from just below the Sunrise-McQuarrie col to a good
ramp/old moraine system that led down to the ltage at
GR930200 (NAD27). We descended a hundred or so
metres further on a good ramp with larch treesthad
contoured across boulders and meadow to a point 8o
metres below the connecting ridge, but close testuth
ridge of Kyawats. Easy scrambling up to and alireg
ridge led us to an open gully which we followedtam
large clean slab on the south ridge of Kyawats. We
scrambled along this ridge, often just below tldgei on the
east side, until we reached the final gendarmerbdhe
summit of Kyawats. From here, ledges on the wdst s
took us along to the base of the summit pyramidsrerh
some fourth class scrambling on solid rock tookouthe
summit. I'm pretty sure this is the same, or § g@nilar
route, to the one Kim Kratky took in 2001 and wrogein
one of our club newsletters the same year. Anioldn
top contains a record of Kim's ascent but no furthe
climbers seem to have made it up the peak. Owdlye
back, Vicki wanted to admire the lakes below Kyasyab
we scrambled directly down to them from the tophef
open gully. After wandering by the lakes (whiclk sery
pretty), we got back onto our old route by follogia steep
gully up through rock bands, which ended with antra
through a tunnel made by a huge chockstone. An
interesting return route. Six hours return from 8Silver
Spray Cabin, scrambling to class four.

Update on Mount Loki Trail
By Sandra McGuinness
Further to Fred (Thiessen's) informative note aress to
Mount Loki in the September 2004 edition of the teoay
Mountaineer, the Portman Road has been pushethaf&00
vertical metres up the west side of Mount Loki anaew trail
leads expeditiously to the final west ridge roubepending on
your own personal hiking speed, reaching the sumovit takes
between 3 and 5 hours — quite a reasonable day trip

Here are the driving details:

e Drive north of Riondel
Zero your odometer at the Powder Creek FSR sign
At 6.1 km, turn right onto the Portman Creek FSR
At 10.9 km, take the left fork
At 11.9 km, take the right fork
At 15.2km, look for the trail heading off to theynit
(uphill), it is signed "Mount Loki via Portman N&tt

The elevation at this location is about 1600m. triRan 25 min. stay,

The trail is very well built and easy to follownitially, the trail
gains elevation and heads southwest contouringhdrontil
you arrive in the sub-alpine below Portman NotcR165210).
The climb to Portman Notch starts gently and enelspdy!
From Portman Notch the trail traverses almost st t® arrive
at the west ridge. Thence, as they said in thelajd, to
summit.

Although the road has been built, the area hagetdieen
logged, so it's difficult to know what changeshe trail will
take place when the area is logged.

Other (Non-Club) Trip Reports

These reports of “common adventure trips” are sttiechi
by club members; they are not on the club tripedale.

Lyell Icefield Ski Mountaineering Camp,
(May 3-May 9, 2008)
Maps: Golden 82N and Rostrum Peak 82N/14

The Lyell Icefield is located in the Rockies, ab@(t
km. northwest of Golden. Its western portionsdreened by
Lyell Creek and Icefall Brook, which are eventualhained by
the Bush River, which flows into the Columbia atsBuArm.
The icefield is bisected by the BC-Alberta borderd its
eastern portion lies within Banff National Parkough of the
Lyell group lie the Freshfields; to the northwesthie Alexandra
Group, site of the KMC’s 1993 summer climbing camp.

On Saturday, May' our party of seven (Paul Allen, Scott
Allen, Ken Holmes, Pete Holton, Steve Horvath, Bott, and
) fly at 9:30 from the Alpine Helicopters hangarGolden. As
our pilot Don McTighe has the Bell 212, we easilgka it in
one 25-minute trip, flying up the Blaeberry Riveidaacross
upper Waitabit Creek to land on the Southwest L@édicier at
7380’ (956-502). After setting up our tents onwsramd
digging out a cooking platform, we head out foreaisy
afternoon tour in fine weather, reaching the proshboundary
to the northeast at 8750’ and enjoying a descesypiimg
conditions.

Sunday, May %, after a hard freeze over night, we are
away at 7:20 for some exploration. Following thuédg-built
switchback track of the previous week’'s ACC canhgiftcamp
was considerably lower and well southeast of ouve)reach
the Lyell Icefield at about 9000’. As the weathad snow
conditions are excellent, our party of Ken, St&ert and Kim
decide to head for Edward Peak, the highest oiibent Lyell
massif at 3514 m. (11,529’). Paul, Scott, and,Rete started
a bit later, chose Christian Peak, the southernofdkie group.
After some 4 km. of following the faint ACC traak the north
on a very gentle rise, we negotiate a steeper, headwall to
reach the Earnest-Edward col at 11,100’ (933-5G3#{)ching
the skis, we continue on foot (some with crampansvia the
easy southwest face/ridge to the summit of Edwthedtwelfth
highest peak in the Rockies, by 12:20 (5 hours ip)ring our
Ken and Steve examine the route tiofRh, next

Creek Road keeps going but ends in about 300 metrg8k 1o the east, and pronounce it nasty. BerKamdreflect

that they have actually scaled Edward before, wnult-day ski
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traverse about 30 years ago. After enjoying viefvSolumbia,
Alexandra, Bryce and Forbes, among others, weaetour

Starting at 9:20 in the clouds on a gloomy mornimg,
are not optimistic: there is only a strip of sniowo the ‘block,

steps to the col. From this point, Steve decidekittback, while so we expect to reach a major snow-free zone,upyand go

we others have a go at Earnest. Traversing rauitd horth
side, we are soon turned back by deep, new, unidateul
snow. Returning to the col, we ski back to camgpring
conditions in 2 hrs. 10 min., by 2:55 pm. A veajisfying 7.5-
hour day.

home. However, the coverage improves in the taaswe
reach Sandy Creek and follow it to its headwates big basin,
now quite sure we will enjoy success. After astascent of
the basin’s headwall, we gain an easier bench%Q'§749-
744) and make a gently-descending traverse tooihasast of

Meanwhile, Paul, Scott and Pete have reached the about 2 km. to the Red-Toad col at 6577°. From puint, we

summit of Christian via the south ridge. The uppation
requires a boot pack of wading through deep snaw mck,

followed by a belayed section of 25’ on a knife-edg the 3390

m. (11,122°) summit. Itis Scott’s first 11,000ter.
The following day, Pete and | follow Ken, Bert, and

ski up Red’s NE ridge, finishing with 5 min. of liquacking to
the bare summit at 12:55.

After a 35 min. break on this mild, partly-cloudayd
we ski down the ascent route to the col, gettingquabwno turns.
Retracing our steps to the big headwall, we desitemdgood

Steve’s track to a promontory on Division Mountainorthwest spring snow (Six more turns; you can see this waspaon
ridge (9397’ 981-492). They have enjoyed a vergrski down skis,” not a “ski trip”) and schuss right to thadk for our final

to a headwall above Icefall Brook; our later deségem a
whiteout, followed by very flat light. Not fun fahis cowboy.

ski day of the season. Call it a six-hour day.
This access is recommended over an endless skaymht

Back in camp by 4:15, | give the day’s skiing a “@rade. Paul Jenny road.

and Scott have found some good turns above camp.

Kim Kratky

After snow and rain on Monday night, Tuesday dawns

bright and sunny, but the snow is unskiable a&lindt freeze
over night. Steve goes on a short tour to confirewretched
conditions, although he is able to turn with diffiy.

Redline Peak (3226 m., 10,584'), September

Wednesday morning dawns clear after a hard freezel 3th

Our two parties are away at 7:00, having decidezkthange
our goals of Sunday. After labouring up the steeiferplate,
we gain the upper icefield. | am optimistic: #tgking
pyramid of Christian looms north of us framed bslear sky;
the route ahead looks straightforward. Howevex wibather
quickly deteriorates, and Steve decides to retucaimp. Bert,
Ken, and | continue to 10,390’ (939-539) where wgeadtrench
and hunker down for an hour in a whiteout in a \ffort to
outwait the bad weather. At noon we radio Paudidypand
learn they, too, are turning back. Back in camgémty
afternoon, we all concur our decision was prudeéstarts
showing at 1:30 and continues for 36 hours. Arad ith pretty
much the end of camp. Thursday, our fly-out dagyes a
whiteout, character-building tent day. Friday &8 in cold,
clear, blustery weather, Don comes to fly us du.he dekes
around in the Mummery and Freshfield groups onflaght to
Golden, we enjoy some fine sightseeing but vievin wistaste
the crusted, windblown new snow below us. Badkat
hangar, we exchange stories with another partyrthsijust
flown out of the Freshfield Group. Then it's off Emitty’s for
an indoor, snow-free breakfast.

Kim Kratky

Ski Ascent Of Red Mountain (2182 m, 7159°)
Map: Nelson 82F/6

Map: Toby Creek 82K/8

It's punky, but it's big. What’s not to like abotltat?
After Bruce Fairley, David P. Jones or somebodyg &ttd me
this year that McDonald Creek was driveable to 700tad
been scanning the map of this area east of Mt.Haanrin the
Purcells. The most logical objective that | hadiready
climbed looked to be Redline Peak or, just maylpeaghead
Peak. On Friday, Sept.".,2Paul Allen and | drove over to the
East Kootenay in the Xterra—our plan to exploreutthper
McDonald basin. As we drove up Horsethief Creeit th
evening, the weather looked less and less promiblagk
clouds boiling and the peaks disappearing in mifkarse yet,
we could see fresh snow quite far down the slogest past
km. 35, we turned on to the signed McDonald Creakirand
followed this very good, re-conditioned route sou#t km. 8,
we turned left or east onto the unsigned RedlireekCroad, an
old mining track that we were able to drive to Kr.8, 406-
934, 6877'. Beyond this point, the road is passahbly to
ATVs for a ways before degenerating into a walkiragk.
After turning the truck around, we set up our temthe road
and, as soon as we settled in, were treated ta#énuightning,
rain, and a brief but substantial snow storm. oy
promising.

Saturday, we were up to see clear skies, snowen th
road, and the upper basin to the south completahkbted in
fresh snow. At the heathenish hour of 8:00 amse&teout with

With ski season approaching, here is a May 2008 tri ‘(‘)ur climbing gear for a waTder up the road. | thasking,
to whet your appetite. BTW (as the kids say), thisot the Red “Chance of success, 20%.” However, we meandeartyahe

Mtn. near Rossland, but the one in the Bonningtand®. The
key to a less painful spring ski ascent of Redhidifig the
optimum balance of road access and skiable teri&mit was,

snowy road for about two hours till it ended atiaerbored into
a steep face at 8330’ (420-923). After a quicki@ngtion of the
mine, we headed southwest up easy rock and sntve d¥vo-

that, after an earlier mountain bike recce, HowitigR and | set Ski-poles variety till we reached a bench at thgeeaf the

out for the summit oMay 30™. We first drove Giveout Creek
road to the Eagle Creek junction and followed thglE road to

the edge of a cutblock at 745-757, 5457’ and 17fkom the
Giveout junction with Highway #6.

glacier at 9115’ (421-917) and put on the ropee ftendly-
looking pyramid of Redline beckoned 1500’ aboveths,sky
radiated a summery blue, and all looked well. Hevethe
fresh snow that had fallen over the last two werkant a calf-
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deep plunge with every upward step. We crawledaglthe

the origin of the gigantic cairn next to us; whesbBrt West

summit never seeming to get closer, until we finedlached the and Art and Claudia Maki made the first recordegkasof this

ridge crest northeast of Redline at 10,200’. Met¢ yet--the
supposedly-easy east ridge looked to be plastetadnashies
which might create ugly climbing conditions. Afteraching a
snow shoulder, we tackled this ridge and found iti¢ld 300’
of decent going on snow and rock. Over a falsensiiiand
along another 40m, mostly horizontal, and we wetbe
massive summit cairn (the base would be as bigkétstzen
table). It was 1:10, and the weather was perétotidless and
mild.

During our 50 min. sojourn on top, we savouredvgie
of Farnham and its uncanny looking Tower, Petetpliiire,
McCoubrey, Jumbo, Karnak, and, farther to the sueh,
Truce, Cauldron, Blockhead, Hamill, and Toby. Tlaeand
lake-like Delphine Glacier spread just below ugh®
southwest, while across Bruce Creek to the eassamith
soared Mt. Nelson and Sultana Peak. We also sgedudbout

peak in 1960, also from Redline Creek, they foumsl t
enormous monument, but no summit record.

Finally, at 2:00 pm, we headed down. The descent
proved fast and easy: the new snow provided esedfraight-
line plunge stepping, and lower down we continuieelotly
south down the now snow-free rocky alps, cuttiffgaajood
deal of the upper road. At one point, we couldase&TV
driver with dog on the road below us. Our dirextte led us
back to the truck in a mere 2 % hours by 4:30 feery
acceptable 8%-hour day. After quickly guzzlingep$?, we
drove down to Radium Hot Springs in 90 min., consdra
burger and fries, and drove home by midnight. llirRedline
was an unexpected September bonus—another of lilghtdef
alpinism.

Kim Kratky

Hiking Camp Reports

This year’s hiking camps were located in the Irt&onal Basin

- Base Camp Elevation: 2310m

UTM Coordinates: 0488924/ 5648468 - (Thifo provided by Selena Davis, Camp 2)

Camp 1  Dates: July 19 to July 26

Participants: Leon Arishenkoff, Roy Ball, Jenny Baillie
[cook], Paula Barnes, Darla Drader, Mark HatlenaRi Ken
Holmes, Luba Horvath, Liz Huxter, Terry Huxter, Bob
McQueen [leader], Judith & Simon Mitchell, Ray MepRay
Neumar, Ron Perrier, Barb Stang, Andrea Vowell,yMar
Woodward.

Camp 1 group picture(B. Stang photo submission)

Dear Mom and Dad,
Even though you have no hope of réggithis letter

from International Basin, I'll fill you in anyway#fter one
hundred bouncy-jouncy, potholed, snail's paced, ftattening,
log obstructed, aspen narrowed, “ooh” and “ah” puaied
clicks, (that’s Canadian for kilometers), we firyadirrived at the
helicopter landing site. The views of Duncan Lake, creeks
and falls flowing into it, and the glaciers pastedhe peaks all
around us, kept us entertained. Bob, our accomrimagdtiver
and camp leader, cooperated fully, stopping on denfar
photo opportunities and other required pit stoggh& end of it
all? - A reunion with the rest of the camp folkyiaw of Nemo
Glacier and a blood source for two or three billivosquitoes.

Jenny and Mary made a fire the next morning and wit
our fingers wrapped around steaming mugs, we toastetoes
until the sun found us. Speaking of finding, it's/@nder our
helicopter pilot found us at all. It was an indighgroup indeed
who, having already once been tossed aside forra morative
business opportunity, flew into camp with the se=tll
helicopter ever invented and a pilot, who althobgtlew well,
knew less about the procedure than we did. A langad back
and forth ensued until all twenty of us, our peedaear, food
for the week and camp supplies were finally settled the
good humour and preparedness that made the waw zel
pleasure.

As always the anticipation of seeing the camp looat
makes me wiggle in my seat. The thought of droppimgof the
sky is replaced with giddiness, neck craning anutgh
shapping. The ride is always too short. Of courile tle price
of gas these days, it's a good thing. Last yedizzérd
prepared me well for the snow clad peaks and \aileywere
calling home for the week. Skis and snowshoes whaigk
been appropriate for where we landed. Water sheramyld
not be an issue this year, nor would chilling amod and wine.
Although there was a cool breeze, when we disenebatke
sun shone warm and welcoming. Once on firm grountteavay
from the slashing blades of the chopper, | pir@ggtiny mouth
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ajar, and observed the richness of the scene.dretubd why  snow was the only way. Luck, timing, skill, and vesrthe

this spot had been chosen again. Three hundresiyd things that got him up, were the same things tloatidvget him
degrees of heather mounds, rugged peaks, mel@eiegs, our down.

very own crystal blue lake with miniature iceberggreek to  Ron and the rest of the team did get back to L) ahe piece,
cross, a snow wall for calving more glaciers, Mhb&ld but not via the route that Mary had climbed. Maayl Imever
proudly minding over us, plenty of mountains andadmvs to  been on this peak. We're not sure that anyoneidés®fon -
explore and only the sound of water and wind ineass. You ever has been on this peak.

can imagine my surprise when a group of internatibikers

and their guide clambered over the knoll and onitosite. | had Before you accuse Mary of leading those poor boys
to rub my eyes and look again to be sure | wasigaghat | astray, let me keep her reputation intact and draliferent
was seeing. conclusion. Mary has indeed summitted David — tvnctact,

but Ron has not. Lies? Riddles? Confusion? Conflisio
But | wasn’t the only one confused by the helicopte

and hiker infestation. Luba, hiking alone, hearel thopper The mystery was solved a few days later when Mt.
cresting the cull behind camp. It landed a shatiagice from  David’s identity was confirmed from its apex by GPS
her on a snow patch. Trying to be helpful she wawetf and  coordinates, calculations, and consultation. Rahtas group
pointed to the opposite side of the lake wherehstieseen the had clamored around on Mt. Coney. David is a jawhtle
heli-hikers gather. The pilot and helicopter stagatl Luba, ~ Coney is a vicious and unforgiving contest. Datiel amb,
thinking he hadn’t noticed, waved her arms in semoega Still  Coney the slaughter. David the sunny day at thethe2oney
the pilot stayed, his chopper blades spinning. lndwa worried  the hurricane swells and thorough drenching. Thindbgs case
that the pilot thought she was one of his passengeo had ~ of mistaken identity, Ron has kept his reputatisigatsy,
became separated from the group and needed res8hiag perhaps crazy, mountaineer intact and has earnesklia new
signaled across the lake again. She envisioneditagging her handle -Wrong Peak Ron.
onto the helicopter. She saw herself separated Hfremown

group who would worry and search for her. She woediehat How's the weather at home? Mostly ours was good,
would happen to his real passengers. What wouldrbeof but on day four it turned wet and cold forcing soohes to
them, huddled across the lake, as Luba had tripdita out, ~ @bandon our expected hike for the pleasure of ennary tent
crouched low and still as rocks? Finally the piletv to the and a good book. The smart group however, hikedrtearby

correct landing site. We'll never know if he eveaity received Cabin for an afternoon of cards, tea and chit dfialmes
word from headquarters as to the exact locatidrisoéharges orincreased in order to be heard above the snortegain-named

if he just gave up on this errant and rebellious kiker. men who slept through the din of 13 people’s cosaons.
Whatever the reason we are grateful that he Iéfinideour Both snorers woke each other up and accused tee afth
lovely Luba. snoring too loudly.

While on our hikes, we had to leave behind a lot of As a group we talked about a lottery for the 8fslee
treasure - so many rocks, precious minerals, nmsrretics — berths if the inclement weather continued. Bec&esgand Rita
perhaps even gold. The miners here before us, maustbeen found the cabin, they received a “buy”. That aftemm we
disappointed - we were not. While attempting tdestiae played games in the supply tent, ate dinner and ereshed the

Pterodactyl, Simon found and gave Ray a huge “gotghet’. ~ dishes in the cook tent. Our cook Jenny and herenel
Our financial futures were secure thanks to outaliery and ~ 9raciously accepted the crowded conditions thexirg éodies
early retirement seemed imminent. Sadly the iraitggrystals created.

were as worthless as they were beautiful. . L
y Dad you would have loved being here. It was a lgikin

artist’s retreat. We had several accomplishedtartgreakfast
instruction sessions on composition, resistingutiye to
overwork a piece, and bringing in light took plagetists
carried their paints over dell and glen to sithie sun and
capture the scene before them. With paper balancéldeir
knees, hiking boots and socks set aside and brpsissd they
studied the mountains before them and chose thisje&.
Critique and instruction followed as did the sh@me artist
guotes, “it was a revelation to go sketching inrtimintains- it
feels like my art has been reinvigorated.” Anothgpreciated
the gift that Bob and Jenny gave her of tips armberagement.
She sat gazing at mountains with Liz, Andrea, Ritda and
Darla, and tried to recreate the images and laughéldey
discussed how it might be done. | must say theilts were
admirable. Everyone created a personal renditiomhett they
had seen through the eyes of their own experiaivbat a
talented group!

On day three the lure of ambitious conquest catidgon,

Terry, Ken, Leon and Ray and they were off to bagDavid.
Since Mary Woodward had climbed it almost two desad
earlier, she was thoroughly quizzed in prepardtorthe ascent.
Mary’s recollection of the route however, was fuzzy
understandably. Undeterred they set out confidettthey
would find their way since Mary said it had beefaidy easy
climb. The climb however, was difficult. The chalee became
too much. Those who were unwilling to risk theuels turned
back and waited for their fellow hikers. Only Rainiven by the
knowledge that Mary had summitted, dared to cometiith
her words, ringing in his head and his premonitidogging
him, he pressed on towards the top. As the clinthuiine more
and more difficult, he became certain she hadnitethis way.
She had to have come by a different route. Thedddae
another way up and that would be his descent r@urtee on top
he would find it and descend by that route becémg® back
the way he had just come was impossible. On tbpJaie, Ron

could see no easy way down. Now what? Straight dben We had not only visual artists, but performingsisti

As is tradition in camp one, the final evening ésfprmance
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night. A guest appearance by Sonia Snell, aka #aring to
appear in drag recited “The Tale of Sonia Sneltl &he Old
maid in the Garrett”. A fashion show ensued. Jag the
colourful commentator and Liz our Zill MC. Theyddan
excellent job introducing models, running enthusias
commentary and controlling the crowd. The fashrends for
mountain wear are based on survival in the mous tana
availability of clothing. Watch for these in theGBMEC
catalogue.

Haute Couture Wear: Runway model Barb strutted,
colour coordinate, in taupe high mountain fashiayy rain
jacket accented with lady like white gloves.

“Marmot, North Face, Mountain Hard Wear, MEC,
Status symbols all to get

Haut Couture on rock or snow

The higher the cost the better you go

Thank you China for making it so.”

their one-year anniversary of living in Canada. afé superb
place for that! So many grace-filled moments, migldek
observe, “It is great to be alive. This week maderemember
how wonderful life can be.” | second that.

Hugs and kisses to you both,
K.M.C. xoxoxo
(Submitted by Barbara Stang)

Camp 2 Dates: July 26 to August 2

Participants: Ed Beynon, Hazel Beynon, Mike Brewster,
Glen Cameron (leader), Janet Cameron, Ron Caméudie,
Castonguay (photographer), Selena Davis, Don Haradsnet
Harasym, Joan Harvey, Ted Ibrahim, Joyce MacDorfaidrea
Morris, Terry Simpson (cook), Terry Turner, Muriéfalton,
John Walton, Sherry Watson, Keith Watson.

Whipping Wear: Without mask and latex, Ray donned

the yellow plaid KMC kitchen helper apron and tlaat mixer.
“ Flesh that tingles to the thrill

Resolution with an iron will

Man of purpose — What a trip

The pleasure of the whipper that will not whip”

Colourful Glacial Wear: Terry was resplendent in
fluorescent pink hat, dark safety goggles, multdaced wool
socks, rope and printed boxers. He added his owmamtary
with flare and dramatic role-play.

The mountain Stripper: Paula wore all the clothes s
had brought and some borrowed garments in ordee t@armly
dressed in our temperamental climate. She remayent hfter
layer to the enthusiastic encouragement of thercigeaudience
members. With that many layers Paula would be suvén any
game of strip poker.

Diaphanous Mosquito Wear: Roy looked stunning in

his 2 piece net suit. Coral coloured boxers glotiredugh his
bottoms and a suspiciously enlarged bust gave dbape
transparent top.

“Our little butterfly or moth may be

Bringing cuteness and beauty

Flittering from flower to rock

Our diaphanous creature is very hot.”

The diaphanous butterfly was also the belly hathef
belly and dancer. He led the group in an audieacgqgipation
chant which beckoned the middle-eastern danceofdbe cold,
her midriff barely bared. It was either all thegeding frivolity
and innuendo or the dumping of hot coals into ilffg that
labeled camp one “shit hot”. Sorry Mom for my pattputh.

So many experiences made this a wonderful camp.
usual we counted wild flower types, ate a differfent course
meal daily, saw all manner of birds from Golden lEdg
Hummingbird, had marmot neighbours who called eakfast
with morning reveille and came across fresh griziys. We
watched our snow wall split and send a tsunamiszooor
crystal lake. We watched fog gallop up the vall@flsvand
envelop our camp. We marveled at brilliant rosesstsiand
alpen glow on International Peak. Paula and Rigbcated

Below: Camp 2 group picture(Selena Davis photo)

As this was my first KMC Hiking Camp, | was excited
to explore the mountains at International Basirhwaitany new
friends and was naive enough to accept the job amfipc
journalist. That said, | can only hope that | canvey the week
that was — “Marvelous scenery, new friends, gourfioed,
exposure to our local mining history, mostly colthtp weather,
and a lot of laughs”

International Basin is a fabulous choice for a KMC
Hiking Camp - it offers a sweeping panorama of feaks,
ridges, and glaciers of the Purcell Range, speleaesarambles,
and beautiful meadow hikes up ramps leading to leigjs in
between the peaks and ridges. The nearby lakeslpin@ tarns
offer visible beauty and our drinking water. Thmeaacular
views included the peaks and glaciers of the Cateorange to
the south, Mt. Temple in the Rockies to the eastrdehe

obbie Burns creek valley, the peaks and ridgethefSelkirk
range to the west across the Duncan River valleg, ta the
north, Mt. Sir Donald and the Battle Range.
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lakes and waterfalls below Mt. Sibbald Ridge. Jahd Muriel
recorder their 108wildflower today! Joan, Terry S, and Mike
were delighted by their animal sightings — eaglegtgmarmots
- on their journey to the summit of Alpha Mt. whikeing
serenaded by the stunning voices of Keith and $lzong the
way! Terry T, going solo today in search of soine treasures,
made his way down the main creek draw. He foumdshif

International Mountain from Base Can{elena Davis photo) climbing over tree blow-down and walking througlioteds of
mosquitoes.’ Treasures of quartz, iron pyrite, gatbna were
So here’s how it went ................. shared.

A helicopter delay offered our group a late starttlie day;

arriving mid-afternoon. A storm just prior to aal lifted the Day 7 — WOW! What a cold, wet and windy storm that blew
kitchen tent, making a mess of it, requiring o@mteof hikers to through all night long. Did I really sign up fdri$??? I'm sure
set it right again. Just after camp was set we aot first our cook, Terry S., feels the same way, as evangratay her
rainfall providing a lovely rainbow over camp. morning began with re-establishing the cook temimfrthe
The evening temperature was a few degrees abowe zéitle evening’s storm.  Rain and snow was our weatherttie
did we know that this was to be the weather forweek! The morning. The afternoon was kinder to us, allowfog some
nighttime thunder and lightning provided just enougxploration of the many unseen areas around the.bas
entertainment to ensure that most of us got minishe¢p —

would we be struck by lightning?, wake up very wet?vould Departure Day — awoke to beautiful sunny skiesreadtaight
our tent blow over into the large neighboring afpiake? The without the usual howling winds; perhaps a good gy the
wind gusts were enough to make this a reasonablgjh. next hikers to come. As always, all things mushedo an end!
Day 2 - Its Ed's birthday; songs were song in Engliskl ahcan finally take my toque off.

French, and of course, Hazel added a special teuxitoveted Thanks to our camp leader, cook, and all those make KMC
chocolate cake! Scattered clouds, rain, and cdhidsvleft hiking camp so accessible and enjoyable!

many hikers adventuring not too far from camp. Witee sun (Submitted by Selena Davis)

did arrive it stayed just long enough to dry th&t laour’s rain.
Those that reached the toe of glacier below Mterhmdtional
saw goat and grizzly bear tracks. Mike noted aeatie Camp 3 Dates: August 2 to August 9

decr_ease _in the_glacier’_s _volum_e and Ifc\rger a_”de”"?“ib'fe Participants: Jenny Baillie (cook), Mary Baker, Vivian
crevices since his last visit to this beautiful mtin region in Baumgartner, Renate Belczyk, Suzanne Blewett, Bruce
1991. _ Bourdon, Vivien Bowers, Esther Brown, Don Hagen
We awoke to some sunshine Bay_ 3. The warmth was a (leader), Graham Kenyon, HansPeter Korn, Gerry
welcomed feeling as four degrees in our tents agbtrwas Larouche, Bobbie Maras, Pegasis McGauley, Sue Port,

a little cool!! Ted and Don reached the pinnacfeMt. Ross Scott, Al & Pat Sheppard, Kal Singh, Sylvia
Sibbald, just south-west of our camp. Smith.

Terry S, Glen, Joan, and Mike reached the top ofDatvid
following ramps to the snowfield above the headveaisf
Dennison Creek.

“Hey dude, where you been?”

A sunshine filled morning oPay 4 made it 24 hours “Hiking in the mountains. We do this

without rain! Missing us, the rain graced us wéth camp thing every year where twenty of us

afternoon shower and the cold winds never reallyegaay. fly up into the alpine and spend a week hiking acb

Another evening of eating and socializing inside tlook tent!

The talk of the day was the dynamic hiking duo wiieJand “Hey, that's real cool man!”

Terry T — so playful and funny they were, and olrse,

interested in everything ‘rock and forest’. Ohhhhbw each of “Yea, it was cool on the first day but soon warnupdand was

us wanted to be a fly on their backpacks during i fine all week. Cold nights, but you expect thaf 300 feet.
Sometimes it snows.”

Day 5 - It's true; it was another night of rain, snowdasold

winds! We awoke to a blanket of that white stuffthe earth “Snow in summer! That's really far out. So whorevgou

and a sky that looked like that was how the day gaisg to be. with; other old people like you?”

The winds had blown over the cook tent again réugir

cleaning efforts before morning breakfast could mmnce. “l wouldn't call them old. OK, we figured the awge age was

Most found their best position for a hot cup araldad a goodover 60, and there were some in their seventigghigiis

book today! A chilly minus two degrees overnight. definitely not your average pensioners’ outing.eyrtd walk
your ass off | can tell you.”

On Day 6 we awoke to a wonderful looking blue-sky day.

Yippee!lll Glen, Julie, Ted, and Selena madertigiy along *Y€a, right. So what do you old folks do all dakien you get

the base of the glacier over the lateral morainénéoflower- UP there in your fancy helicopter: play cards?”

filled meadows to the east high above Bobby Bumrgek.

June, Don, Janet, Ron, Andrea, and Joyce meandeyedd the
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“Only when the weather’s too bad to hike, and & tmbe pretty Bobby Burns Creek. Across the basin were Inteonatiand

bad for that.”
“Like it rains?”

“You'd be surprised how fast things can changehgpd. We
had great weather all week, but on the day we weng@ng out
a storm blew in. Half of us had already been éerdown, and
just about all the gear was out too. The helicopaerying the
last but one group down had to divert to anothedilag site
farther up the valley because the pilot couldné, send they
were stuck there for half an hour. Meanwhile tt broup of
four was still up there with no shelter exceptdoe flimsy tarp.
And this was a real storm: thunder and lightningpaling
wind, rain lashing down sideways and frigid coldnless
you’'ve been there you wouldn’t believe how quickly
hypothermia can set in under those conditions.s&lpeople
were really happy to see that helicopter | canyll.”

“Sounds gnarly man! So what’s good about this?yWhuld a
young guy like me want to freeze his ass off ine& like that?
And who'd want to be cooped up with the same buofqteople
for a week — people can be weird you know.”

“Cooped up? Think of it this way. There are 20pie; let's be
kind and say they average 50 years apiece. Thdtieusand
years of life experiences, and that doesn’t cdueit future
plans — and boy do these people have exotic pldisgpeople
man; people are interesting, especially these édnmbople.
Who's the weird one?”

“OK, but why do people do this? Why should 1?”

“With 20 people you have many reasons why. Thesedle
Type A’s, the Special Forces of hiking camp whosssian is

Battlement Mountains fronted by a great sweep efiglds. To
the northwest above our camp a tiny, still laké&ejled in the
sun, bordered in the shade by large snow bank®ticasionally
shed miniature icebergs. Beyond the lake to thet,veeross the
Duncan valley, mountains and glaciers stretchinfjuaas one
could see. A perfect spot. This really is timslesuntry,
humbling in its immensity and providing a perspeetihat far
exceeds the day-to-day crises we invent for oueselFor a
fleeting moment of time we wander these meadowsialgds,

a passing curiosity to its wild inhabitants, yetsiag the
wonder of wilderness that so few have the opparyuni

enjoy.”

“Awesome! Everything but sex and violence, eh?”

“Violence we try and avoid. The local grizzly didhother
anyone; the SFs dodged the rocks; and nobodyffehgthing.
With the other, cold nights and mummy bags intabiy
nighttime shenanigans, and in the day there arbuge and
sunburn to worry about. Anyway, when you pant suwdat
your way up a ridge where the view blows your samfkswho
needs sex?”

“Not to mention the age thing, en?”
“Yea, right.”

“I didn’t mention the mosquitoes, and the deersfliand
crapping in a hole you dug yourself in solid glatia And
sleeping on a piece of ground that grows rockshentidws day
by day, in a tent pitched so far away that evehage noises in
the night really was a grizzly bear, no-one woudgthyour
screams. And with nothing to remove the encrusteght, sun
block and spent DEET but the frigid melt water freame

to hit every peak and ridge in range. We hadagtla couple of ancient glacier bleeding its life away. And thoberes:

those. Imagine being forced off an impassablesidgross an
open exposed face with nothing but a quick pragéween you
and the moraine far below, then down a steep, Joo&ble-
filled gully with rocks flying overhead. And if &t adrenaline
rush wasn't enough they were back at it again daytto see if
they could finish the job.

“Then there are the regular hikers who tramp fah aide each
day in ad hoc chattering groups, exploring thisutiéa world
and often surprising themselves when they look lsatke
summits they just climbed. Also the flowers, plsoamd
painting people recording the species, scenesaales
beyond the ken of us mortals. And finally, the derers,

lugging water from the stream, scrubbing pans glatih
gooey porridge, chopping up 200 carrots and cedcys,
getting up at dawn to help the cook, shovellingthetsnow
bank to keep the coolers cold ...”

“Hey man, enough already. So why do it?”

This contribution is a little unorthodox, but witfree scribes all
writing about 20 people doing similar things in theme place to a
wider membership with only a passing interest mékent ... well, you
get the message. The inspiration came from a sison we had up
there about average age and why younger people sgantant to join
us. This is hardly a sales pitch to the youth,ibwat tongue-in-cheek
way it suggests an opportunity to encourage thaegation to enjoy
what we have done over the years.

sometimes loners, simply absorbing the beauty iameléssness Graham Kenyon

of the mountains from whatever vantages suit tiagicy and
mood.

“We were camped by a lake surrounded by high riggespt to
the northeast, which dropped away in a wide morbasén to

KMC Fall 2008 Hiking Schedule

There are no trips on the club schedule for féiry.
If you can lead/coordinate a hiking/climbing trpdease let our Hiking Trips Director, Vicki Hartnéw the
date, destination, particulars and rating, andrtfeewill be posted on the club email update list.
Vicki can be reached by email at vijoyhart@hotmaihor by phone at 250-352-6145.
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Vicki, our summer trips Chairperson, would like to thank all the volunteers that put time and effort
into organizing a hiking trip so far this year.

Greeting to all members,

| (Dave Watson) have agreed to replace Dave Jabhrastor Winter Trips until the AGM in late Noverah at which time | will
let my name stand as a nominee for the positiorarSeith the new ski and snowshoe season. Yes ksaw in them thar hills.

At this time | would like to encourage anyone wighto coordinate a winter trip to get back
to me via email. | know it's early but importantget the scheduling started. | also know
some of you past coordinators have favourite tipd dates so let's get them on the schedule.

See below the schedule format with preamble, pleaseview this.
Thanks, and have a happy and safe winter,

Dave Watson,

KMC Winter Trips Schedule - 2008 / 9
Winter trip ratings:

Ski and snowshoe trip effort rating:

A - Easy (a short day, little elevation gain)

B - Fairly easy (a longer day or moderate elevagi@im)

C - Average (a full day, reasonable level of fitnesquired)
D - Strenuous (a long day, lots of elevation gain)

E - Strenuous (a multi-day trip)

Ski trip difficulty rating:

1 - Track skiing

2 - Off track touring (cross country touring skis)

3 - Moderate back country skiing (telemark, lightring or alpine touring skis with skins requiraéed some ability to turn.
4 - Advanced back country skiing (should be intetiate or advanced on telemark or alpine touring.skieep slopes and'or
difficult route finding)

Schedule notes:

1) Tours rated challenging and complex will be lintied to 8 participants.

2) ATES means avalanche terrain exposure scale.

3) Coordinators and participants are encouraged te@heck the daily avalanche hazzard danger ratings on
www.avalanche.ca

4) The type of trip, "ski" or "s-shoe" is indicated after the trip date.

(example)
Date Destination Trip Rating Coordinator Phone
Jan. 24 - 31 Kokanee Chalet E3-4 TBA

(ski or s-shoe)

INTRODUCTION TO BACKCOUNTRY SKIING

Join a great group of men, women, and Certifietilicsors/Guides, to build your backcountry skilfglaavalanche awareness.
- January 3rd-10th, a women's only course

- March 22-29th at Mt Carlyle Lodge (Intro to Ski Touring - nomafiale specific)

- April 4-8th at Whitecap Alpine (in the Chilcotins - women gnly
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$1775 includes

e Basic ski touring instruction

Latest and greatest equipment review

Route finding

Avalanche search methods

Gourmet food

Accomodations in the beautiful Sentry Lodge (wwvognalpineholidays.com/facilities/lodges. htmk#sentr
Heli access to and from the Lodge

Professional instruction from CSIA and ACMG-CerdiGuides/Instructors

CAA Level 1 AST (avalanche skills training) course

e Goodies from our sponsors (Black Diamond, Arc Teykhe ROAM shop)
For more information and to register, please car(sgaces limited): Emily Grady (Cold Smoke GuidiBervices)

emilygradyl@agmail.com Phone: 250-357-2119

. President's Report 1) Federation OfClimbing Camp Stephen Langley. The
Executive Notes Mountain Clubs Of B.C.(FMC): The FM@amp of 16 participants went very well.
Winter Trips Dave still needs an Executive Director. THeor next year we are looking at the

o Watson agreed to search for this person will be put on hdRhntheon Range near Mt Waddington.

fillin as Director until the finances of the FMC are bettdfinance Norm Truant. Budget to be

till the AGM. The There was no Cloudburst newsletter tipisented at AGM.
Kokanee Lottery will be held as spring as the Executive Director normalBabins Sandra McGuinness. We had
usual. It will be in late January. does this. There should be a Fall issueg@yd turnout for the hut maintenance trips.
We are in discussions with Whitewater Resort Backcountry Accedsree night-stays were offered however
FWKP regarding a possible joint Safe passage through for backcountnyly a few are expected to use them. The
Kokanee ski week". skiers is guaranteed as a condition of tieatal system is working well so far. The
-An Avalanche course can be resort's tenure agreement. Two routes Btigistry has built heli-pads at the cabins
held but unless we have ten or currently being “negotiated". for easier maintenance.
more members the costs make it Conservation(Kim Kratky). The Jumbo Library Report It’s still under-utilized. No
simpler to simply defer to one of Blockade is down. The illegal road new acquisitions are expected in the near
the local vendors who offer this building "outraged"” the Ministry. The  future.
course. “Light Touring” will also Resort still has to be approved by the Mountaineering schooBandra wants
be promoted/explored this Regional District of East Kootenay. Thatsuggestions for courses.
season. The "E" on the ski trips decision can however be overridden by the
schedule refers to extended trips. provincial government. Hopefully the

-The Avalanche forecast and t/#®wnturns in the economy will have
Avaluator are on the Canadian Avalanch@fious repercussions on the economic
Association's site. The club does n@gbility of the project.

mandate it but does encourage it. Trails: Pulpit Rock Update(Nancy
VP Report Dave Grant presented Selwood) A tentative agreement is near on

information on Risk Management Policy2 Strip access from Johnson Rd to the CBC

Rescue and Response Procedures, ande. This will pUt the trailhead about 150m
Trip Plan. The Executive will be west of the present one. A short section of
reviewing the information for presentatiotail will be built to connect. The old

to the membership. The Trip Plan wouldtrailhead will be deactivated. The Ministry
be a great tool as it outlines contact ~ Of Transport will improve the roadway but
information in case of unforeseen parking will still be limited. Additional
circumstances. Remember, a "Club Trip@&rrangements for parking are being

is "sanctioned "through the Trips Chair. gonsidered.

the notice of the outing does not specify-There is a new trail extension in the

"Club Trip" it is not. vicinity of Pedro Creek from Rockslide
Hiking Camp presented by Leon Lake over to Johnianne lake.This should
Arishenkoff. The camps went well provide another opportunity for early/late

considering there was also a helicopter Séason hiking. )

evacuation. The Hiking Camp Fund has -The_ Hammil Creek Traih the Purcell
adequate resources for this cost. Satellitéd/ilderness Conservancy has been closed
Phone expenses were about $600. The due to damage to the cablecar crossings.
Camps Budget will be presented at the NO funding appears forthcoming. The

AGM and rolled into the overall KMC ~ KMC will be pursuing the Ministry on this
budget. important issue.
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Petition to Establish a South Okanagan-Similkameen National Park

Currently, Canadians are being presented with dtieeanost exceptional conservation opportunitiesur history. The BC and
federal governments have agreed to undertake &Hdastudy for a potential National Park Resetoeorotect the desert,
grasslands, and Ponderosa pine ecosystems of tile Skanagan and Similkameen Valleys in southeitisBrColumbia. The
South Okanagan—Lower Similkameen is part of theeflar Dry Plateau”, a region of rolling plains sksted by deep valleys and
long narrow lakes. Desert-like ecosystems with lsagd and cactus are found on valley bottoms, dhgrag higher elevations to
dry forests of ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir,utr-aglpine forest and alpine tundra. This area esajrthe most interesting and
ecologically diverse parts of Canada, with manyvegblants and animals, and natural communitieadawowhere else in Canada.
The remote Snowy Mountain Protected Area, charizeiby extensive alpine meadows is also includetie proposal.

Whether the national park reserve becomes ayealita lost opportunity - depends on YOUR inpud éhe input of all
Canadians.

This region, around the towns of Osoyoos, Olivezrdtneos and Cawston, has more species at rislathaather region of BC.
Canyon wrens, white-headed woodpeckers, badgefdpr@a bighorn sheep, tiger salamanders, spadefoads, pallid bats,
spotted bats, scorpions, and rattlesnakes all ihlihe area. A national park here would encompasgeater diversity of
ecosystems than any national park in Canada B&C&f 14 major ecosystem types ("biogeoclimatic gtnare found in this little
region.

Take Action Now!! This proposed par&ould very well be derailed by vocal oppositioncts unless YOU speak up to the
political decision-makers! The Online petition: wwakanaganpetition.org

For further information please contact:

Western Canada Wilderness Email: info@wcwcvictoria.org Phone: 250-492-9610
Committee - Victoria Chapter Website: www.wcwecvictoria.org Email: ginnsj@telus.net
651 Johnson Street, Victoria, BC South Okanagan Naturalist Club

V8W 1M7 Contact: Jim Ginns

Phone:(250) 388-9292 1970 Sutherland Road

Fax: (250) 388-9223 Penticton, BC V2A 8T8

... unless we begin to protect existing hikingl$rand provide new ones to cope with projected aeisiathe
hiker faces a grim future—more and more hikers Water and fewer places to hike.
—ROBERT LUCAS & ROBERT RINEHART , The Neglected HikeBackpacker1976

The KMC 2008 Executive: Contacts:
Chair Doug Brown
Vice Dave Grant
Treasurer Norman Truant
Secretary Leah Zoobkoff

Conservation  Kim Kratky

Winter Trips Dave Watson
Summer Trips  Vicki Hart

Cabins Sandra McGuinness
Mtnrg. School  Sandra McGuinness
Hiking Camp Kay Medland
Climbing Camp Stephen Langley
Website Stephen Langley
Entertainment  Bryan Reid

Newsletter Eliane & Steven Miros
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Notice of Special Resolutions — Proposed Alteratienof Bylaws

To all KMC members.

At the AGM in November, the Executive of the KMCliviropose some changes to the bylaws of the KM&h e exception of the change to the
required number of executive meetings, all the psep changes are of a “housekeeping” nature —evpraposing changes to our bylaws to reflect
the way we are presently operating. All motionsfesen the Executive.

The proposed bylaw changes are given below; | paxeded a short explanation of why each changeaposed. The first two motions create two
new director positions. The fact that we are progpsew directors should not be interpreted asiregumore volunteers; it is not uncommon for
director positions to be vacant at times and tliesspe are proposing reflect the current operatiohthe club.

Under the section B: OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
(1) A motion,
o #1- To split the position and duties of the Director, Equipment, Trails and Cabins” into two director
positions: “Director, Equipment, Trails”, and “Dire ctor, Cabins”.

Maintenance of the Bonnington Cabins, which the KM&nages in cooperation with the provincial Minjisif Tourism, Sports, and
the Arts, is a significant time commitment. In fiature, it is unlikely that a single volunteer wdubhke on cabin maintenance as well
the trail maintenance director position. For astdae past six years, these positions have elitben vacant or handled by different
people.

2) A motion,
e #2- To split the position and duties of theTreasurer” into two positions: “Treasurer”, and a new director
“Director, Membership”.
The KMC bylaws state that the Treasurer will, iditidn to keeping financial records and generaéifigequired financial reports,
maintain the register of members. In practice,ai$ fheen a long time since the KMC Treasurer hast@en responsible for
maintaining the register of members, which is gdgob. This bylaw change will reflect the way tieb currently operates, and
give the membership volunteer proper recogniticth the right to vote at executive meetings.

3) A motion to change clause 3 so it reads,
e #3- There shall be twelve(12) Directors of théootenay Mountaineering Club.
The first change to this clause increases the nuoflairectors from 10 to 12 to reflect the changkmotions 1 and 2 above. The
second change is the deletion of second half oféiméence that reads “each holding one of thegliadflisted in (6) below”. It is
common for a single individual to hold multiple titorships, and this change is to reflect that.

Under the section C: MEETINGS
1) A motion to change the clause 9 to read as follows.
e #4- The Executive shall meet not less thanréie (3) times per year.

This will reduce the number of times the executsseequired to meet each year by one from fouhtee. The members of the
executive live across the region, and travel totmgs is expensive in terms of personal time aaddl expenses for the club’s
volunteers. Also, many members of the executivenarknger gainfully employed and are want to trawe of the region, which
makes achieving quorum at meetings challenginghdudng periods during the year. Offsetting a réidacof in-person meetings,
is the fact that the executive now regularly comicates via email and we believe three in-persorcigxee meetings per year
will be sufficient for efficient and effective opafons of the club. Note that this is a minimum iem and the Executive is free to
meet more frequently if unusual circumstances requi

At the AGM, the Executive will have copies of thegmal constitution and also of the proposed clesntp the constitution
available to the membership. If there are any dquestas to these proposals please feel free tol ensmbefore the AGM at
toquehead@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
Doug Brown, chair

These proposals will be presented at the Novembet? Annual General Meeting
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